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To the READER. 
_ 


\aPnQHE Academict Incopnit: 


0 22) arc known to be of the 


IF beſt wits of Italy, who 
iD 4 baving ubliſh'd a Col- 
IeQion 7 their Novelle Amaroſe, 
eaſily perſwaded a Gentleman, for 
his and thy divertiſements to Trav 
ſlate ſome of the choiſeſt ; who is 
{o far from being ati be of 
the unknown , that 'tis his ambi- 
tion ; ſince the Illuſtrious Au- 
thor, whoſe name thou ſhalt not 
be ignorant of glory's in the fame 
Title, as Loredans, Pallawicino,&c. 
Boecace, and others, though they 
have written the ſame way before 

A3 them, 


—  — 


To the Reader, 


them,and have been univerſally re- 
ceived, may now give place and ac- 
knowledge themlelves outgone. 
For the SubjeGR, its Love, and fo 
cannot but be grateful; Be bur fa- 
vourable, and enyoy in thereading 
but as much pleaſure, asT am con- 
fident the Contrivers of them did 
in compiling them : And fo fare- 
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OCTAVIO. 


NOVEL L 


The ARGUMENT. 


Octavio findes an amorous correſpondence in 
Florida, which his Father Odoardo per- 
ceiving,ſends him to the Univerſity at Bo- 
logna : Horatio, Florida's Father in the 
mean time promiſeth her in marriage t0 
Don Fernando. The Lover being adverti+ 
ſed, returns to Parthenope. They both con- 
feſs their reſolutions to their Fathers ;, 
whereupon Florida is impriſoned 1n a Mo- 
naſtery where her ſiſter Bellaria was , who 
deceiving Octavio, inſteed of Florid,was - 
raviſht by Fernando, whoſe wife ſhe be- 
came ; 4s alſo Florida did Otayo's. 


EE ARTHENOPE being one 
£& Þ fy of rhe principal Cites of 7/aly, 
ax enjoys a Heaven which is al- 

waies foclement, that its nei- 


ther vext with the exceſſes of the Froſts 
P LT 


(2) 


in Winter, nor of the heats of the Sum. 
mer : She kindly affords the 7yrene Sea 
her breaſts, who being not ingrate 
makes profitable returns, and enricheth 
her with pleaſures : Plenty feaſts at all 
times 1n the fields of its territory, and 
deVght, triumphs in ſuch a manner, that 
Heaven, the Sea, and the Earth ſeem 
rivals 1n rendring tkis City beyond o- 
thers incomparably wonderful. Its in- 
habited by very tradable people, yer 
cunning and of a quick witifor invent1- 
on ; It breeds a many Cavaliers,amongſt 
whom one of the firſt was called OFavto 
Franci a noble man , conſpicuous for 
wealth, and illuftrious for his valor and 
perſon : He as the onely One was 
brought up with carreſfes, . which uſual- 
ly diſpoſeth mindes to the love of luxu- 
ry, whence he hardly had compleated 
his third luſter , but he ſubmits himſelf 
to the Tyrany of Love. Florida Albinell 
dwelt neer his houſe, a Lady of a great 
birth, but of a {lender fortune ; her fa- 
ther loving appearance more then rea- 
Itty, having vainly ccnſum'd thoſe 
riches which maintain titles and digni- 


_ ries. Florida was as liberall priviledged 
by nature, asſhe was hardly perſecuted 
by 
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by Fortune 3 She had ſuch beauties,that 
the attributes of celeitial and divine 
ſeem'd rather proper then Hyperboly: 


With theſe prerogatives ſhe daily ac- 
quir'd ſuch a number of Sutors as Penele 
pe never had ſo many wooers : Neither 
could any other Egyprian Lady boaſt of 
more lovers : but amongſt the crowd of 
her ſervants none was more paſſionate, 
and more hearty then our 0#avie. He a 
long while courted her as a neighbour, & 
then beholds her as the Paradice of his 
eyes, butat laſt ſhe provesa hell to his 
minde, obſerving himſelf to be equally 
happy in beholding her, and tormenred 
by deſiring her. They legitimate their 
loves amongſt themſelves with promifes 
of marriage : ſo that ſenſe being inca- 
pable of a bridle to reſtrain 1t,rais'd them 
ina ſhort time toa very high paſhon. 
Ofavio frequented more then uſually a 
Chamber which over-look'd Florida's 
Chamber, where he often waited as full 
of thoughts, as he was often full of grief. 
yet he never miſt an occaſion, ſeeing her 
appear on the Balcony,filently to fignifie 
his affetion to her, neither did ſhe for- 
bear watchfully to receive it with plea- 


ſure, but her diſcretion fain'd ir nna- 
D-2 Wares. 


eee om. 
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wares, for that civility did not oblige 
her to ſhew her ſelf perverſe : a thouſand 
times was he about to ſpeak to her, but 
never durſt; poſleſt with a youthful 
baſhfulneſs, at laſt after a great conteſt 
with himſelf he ler fly a letter, the black- 
neſs of the ink hiding the bluſhes of his 
modefty : The letter ſucceeded well. 
ſince Florida gladly received it, graci- 
ouſly read xt, and anſwered it ( 
ring at the window) with a kinde {mile , 
'twas a lamp which like St. Hermo's fire 
cheer'd Ofavio's heart, which bear on 
the Sea of his affeCtion, whence taking 
a good omen he began eaſily to hope for 
the calm of his contentment: being ful. 
ly pleaſed with a devout acknowledge- 
ment, he thanks his goddeſs who ſo 
kindly conſolated him, the neerneſs of 
the dwelling ſo fully favouring him, to 
make himſelf readily underſtood. She 
already caught with the good qualities 
of 0favis, perceiv'd her ſelf to be alo- 
ver, before ſhe knew ſhe was ſo cordial- 
ly lov'd, neither did ſhe want the will 
to make 1t appear, ſo that from their 
mutual correſpondence both their affe- 
ctions encreaſed unmeaſurably. The- 
Lady gave way to the words of 0Favic. 


ſhe 


(5) 
ſhe (having put by all other reſpects ) 


received them the more gratefully, the 
more endearing they were. . They 
vow'd matrimony together with a mutu- 
all conſent. O0&awvio thereby getting a 
glorious Alliance, and to Floridaaccrew- 
ed the hopes of a great fortune, Beſides 
they both begg'd Heaven for a happy 
conclufion of their Nuptials. When 046s- 
ardo (for ſo was Offavis's father call'd)ob- 
ſerv'd his ſonnes flames, which as it's or- 
dinary for young men, were hotter then 
they were wary, He greatly difdain'd 
It, not that ſhe diſpleas'd him for his 
daughter in law, but that he was afraid 
of her parents, who from her Cradle 
had deſfign'd her for another. Yet with- 
out ſeeming to take notice of any of his 
lonnes practices, that he might-not ob» 
lige himſelfeto reſent it unto him , hee 
commands him to make ready to tranſ- 
fer himſelfeto terminate his commenc't 
ſtudies at Bologppa, 
The Father hoping that Pals being 
induſtrious:, would there unlooſe that 
knot which had by Yenws been knit in 
Parthenope. This paternall decree was a 
fatall blow to 0«vie, who already con- 
ceived his departure as the paſſage from 
A3 life 


Fe) 
| life todeath : Heafflifts himſelfe, ſighs, 
laments, curſeth his Fortune, his ttudies, 
even his Fathers Genius, finds a thou- 
{and excuſes to delay his journey, but 
they nothing prevailea ſince our Lover 
muſt obey.F1le-zda remain'd aſtoniſhed at 
the newes of this ſad {eparation,and then 
burſt forth into ſo high a reſentment of 
oriete Which the tenderneſſe of a Wo- 
man.and the folly of a lover could poſit. 
bly ſuggeſt, She with a good will would 
have followed him, had ſhe not feard 
to haveruin'd him by the ruines of her 
ſelte in repute and honour: Yet ſhe re- 
main'd like the Heliotrope, alcogether 
mortified, when the Evening divorcerth 
it from the Rayes of the Sunne. Ocfevis 
being gone, who went away immetrc'd 
with griefe , bathing with his tears the 
earth he ſtampt on with his feet. Being 
arrived at Bologpa, 1n the pleafing quier 
of Letters, he finds the warre of his af- 
teCtions ſtill the more cruell; whence 
he concludes it falſe, That abſence cures 
the infirmity of love. His own thoughts 
became his executioners,alwayes marty- 
11zing him with the memory :of his ſo 
much regretted felicity, then which no- 
thing was more Year. The Lectures and 
| Schola- 


7) 
Scholaſtick Conferences ſo gratetmll to 
the vertuous, to him who was oppreſt 
with griefe, and whoſe ſoul was in an 
agony, ſeemed like Funerall Songs, 
and ſtudy appear'd truly the fepulture of 
the living. He taſted not the NeQar of 
Wiſdome, fince ſpirits weakned by diſ- 
ſoluteneſle, uſually ſuffer the diſreliſh of 
all good things. He then remained 1n Bg- 
logna, and though in appearance he fre- 
quented the Schooles, yet in effect he 
heard the Maſters as an Aſp,and profited 
like a ſtock : Heliv'd a Scholarin name 
onely amongſt ſtudents without ſtudy, 
idle at their exerciſes, and fo deſperate 
that he even loſt his life in that place 
where others render it immortall with 
the glory of Learning. Ofavio was at 
laſt in the midſt of ſo many affiictions, 
conſolated by Fortune, who by the 
hands of certain Merchants cauſed his 
Fathers liberality to fall into his hands, 
converted into ſhowers of gold. So that 
being richly provided with money, he 
raviſheth himſelfe to Parthenope to viſit 
his Florida, the fweet cauſe of his cruel 
torments. Being arrived unknown 
withour going to his Father, he ſoorders 


the buſinefle, that te hath notice of his 
B 4 arrival 


"Ie: 67, we <tt. _ <a 


(Dd) 
arrivall, ſo that through the favourable 
darkneſle of the night, he came to adore 
her at alittle window of her houſe. Ir's 
ſuperfluous to relate the Complements 
which paſt, or how many tears were ſhed 
out of tenderneſs, ſince any man knows 
what affeftions an unthought-of acci- 
dent will raiſe 1n two hearts tenderly lo- 
ving one the other, and fo long tor- 
mented with {uch longing defires to re. 
view one another. But rheſe pleaſures 
laſted but a few nights, for that OXavis 
refus'd treacherouſly to tempt his For- 
tune, having already experimented, thar 
with velocity ſhe turns her wheele in fe- 
licity, but ſlowly in time of miſery. He 
therefore parts burthening himſelte by 
this his new departure with new grie:s, 
and being ſcarce come to Bo/ogna,and ha- 
ving hardly furniſhed himſelfe with ne- 
ceſ[aries, that the bulineſſe might nor be 
diſcovered, he retakes his journey back 
again to Parthenope. So that for the ſpace 


_ ofa whole year he alternatively travel- 


ling and reſting, liv'd betwsxt torments 
and contentments, The yeare being al- 
moſt at an end, Oavio being at Bologna, 
falls fick of a Feaver, which though it 
was without danger, yet was long, and 


many 
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many great perplexities of mind befel! 
kim, becauſe it diverted hun from hi: 
journey. In the mean time Horatio (for 
ſo was Florida's father call'd) concludes 
her marriage with Don Feryando Marquils 
of T wedos, ſhe having been from her in- 
fancy delign'd for him : He was of Arra- 
gon deſcended from Dukes, a Cavalier of 
a ſmall Fortune, of grear parentage, and 
for pretences at all. He preſumed that - 
he had a greater wealth then truly he 
polleſt, that he was more valiant then 
indeed he was, and yet more Gentile 
ther. .:< ſeem'd; of a ſhort ſtature, of a 
proud port, of a brown complexion, and 
lame ; ſo that togive thefaire Floridaro 
Fernando, was the ſame thing as afreſh to 
grant a Veaw toa Vulcan. This was the 
Bridegroom which Horatio had prepar'd 
not to accommodate his daughter, but 
to advantage himſelfe in the Court of 
Caſtile. Curſed intereſt ! cruel and per- 
verle Numens ! which neceſlitates men to 
ſacrifice even their own children unto 
you. Floridahaving heard the concluſion 
of rhe marriage,zbecame ſad, yet ſeem'd 
pleas'd to herFather, and diſpenc'd tears, 
which ſeem'd of joy, but were of grief. 
After a day ſhe feigns herſelf ill,and begs 


that 
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thatall publick or privat ſolemnity might 
be ſuſpended ti]l her recovery. In the 
mean time ſhe diſpatcheth a Letter to 
Odavio, which included this following 
ſenſe. 


My Lord ; 
Y Fathers authority forceth 
me to break my faith with you, 
10 violate my genins,and to be no more 
yours. He bath promiſed me to the 
Marque(s Don Fernando a Cawvall:- 
er, whom I wiſh a Monarch, that I 
might ſbew my ſelf the more conſtant 
to you by deſpiſing a Regal match for 
your ſake. I fearmy fathers Anger | 
will become murtherous, when I ſhall 
have diſcovered him our loves : 
Therefore come my Octavio, but come 
quickly to ſee your Florida, who 3s 
inmoveably diſpoſed either to live 
with you,or dye for you. Come and 
bear my mournful Nenias in$Steed of 
Epithatamiums. And to ſee how con- 

tentedly 


(11) 
tentedly I ſhall goto my grave, if Fate 
conſents not to jon me to your bed. 
Remember your ſelf then, my Lord, 
(if 1 ſhall ſee you no more) of your 
oaths and of our mutual affeiions,and 


live happy, (ince what ever bappens, 
I ſhall b: ſure to die | 


Your moſt faithful 
FLORIDA. 


His Letter was an enchantment 
which would have raviſhed OZav:s 
out of Hell aſwel as from his bed, He 
who already was better'd in his health 
role aſloon as he had read it, and no ſoo- 
ner got tohorſe, but away for Parthenepe, 
guided by fury and accompanied with 
diſpair, Somtimes with a raging heart he 
wiſh'd himſelf alive only to be reveng'd 
of his Riva),and ſomtimes with a deſpe- 
rate voice he begg'd Heaven to thunder- 
{trike him, that he might not ſee Florida 
either ſubject to death, or Fernanao's 
Spouſe. But Fortune, which equally 
preſerves both fools and deſperate per- 
ſons, happily brings this unhappy man to 
Parthenope; 
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Parthenepe 3 being arrived at his Father 
0d:ardo's houſe; and before he lighted 
from his horſe having ſeen the fair Flor;- 
dx appear at the Balcony, he ſalutes her 
with a joy mixt with grief of heart, as 
ignorant whether he honoured her as his 
own, oras the ſpouſe of another man. 
Fortune would have it ſo, he findes his 
Father's houſe without his Father , who 
was newly parted for ſome Domeſtick 
occaſion, whereby he had the opportu- 
nity to {peak from his wonted apart- 
ment to his deareſt, who thereby teſti. 
fied inexplicable fignes of contentment. 
The firſt complement paſt, the confirms 
him the great danger of her life, how 
far greater her faith was, and that to- 
wards him her afte&qion was ſupreme : 
She alſo added, my 0Favyo did you know 
with how much ſatisfaction for your 
ſake I ſhall encounter death, perhaps 
without ſwearing you will beleeve me, 
that I pretend notthereby the leaſt jor of 
merit rowards you. So that if yourcivi-, 
lity in its own reſpect, affords me any 
power over you, I will not thatit ſhould 
extend it ſelf farther then to beg of you 
that you ſhould never ſuffer grief to af- 
flict you, for whatever fatal accidents 

happen 
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happen to me: Foraſmuch as if the know. 
ledge of the actions of the living is gran: 
ted to the dead, beleeve me, that your 
torments will for ever be my hell.0Favis 
was violenc'd with ſo ſenſible an affect1- 
on; but profering an anſwer, he was 
hindred by his Fathers arrival. So that 
he parted readily to meer him : Odoayde 
tenderly imbrac'd his ſon , which being 
with exceſs it ſhall ſuffice to ſpeak, 1t 
was fatherly :. He doubly rejoyced to 
ſee his ſon recovered of his feaver, and 
beleeving him wholy cured of his amo- 
rous paſhons, heeſteem'd himſelf the 
happieſt that liv'd. Unſatisfied with kiſ- 
ling him, and asking him of his health 
and journey , related him the newes of 
the Citie,amongſt which he told him he 
was 1n good time come to enjoy the Fe- 
ſtiva]s which were preparing for the 
marriage of Florida, Truly, Sir, anſwe- 
red Oavis, inthe houſe of Horatio you 
perhaps may ſooner (eea Funera!l then 
a Bridall ; and thereupon diſcovered the 
whole ſucceſle of his love, Florida's 
reſolution, with his 0»'n incention to en. 
Joy her, ro the venture of his life and 
honor. The Father was aſtoniſhed at ſo 
ſtrange a relation, and bold a propoſiti- 


On 
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on, being afterwards quite enraged, he 
went about beating the ground with his 
teet, and wringing his hands. Patience 
(exclaimes he) O Fortune! I my ſelfe in 
begettinga ſonne have provided my ſelf 
an inſtrument of mortification to afflict 
me. Which having ſaid, he retires him- 
telfe into another Chamber, leaying 
Offavioalone in great confuſion. If 04v- 
ards's diſtemper were greaf, the fury of 
Horatio that very night was farre anda 

foraſmuch as Flerids having been as 
much inſpired by the prefence of 0F:- 
vis, as ſhe had been diſheartned by his 
abſence, boldly confeſt' her amorous e- 
fcapes, But what above meaſure tnrag'd 
his paternall mind, was her fixt reſoluti- 
on never to have Fernandes for her Huſ- 
band. Horatio at that inſtant would haye 
run her through, had he not thought to 
heve'pleas'd her, when ſhe with artificzall 
tears beg'd of him, rather to give herin- 
to the hands of Death, then into the 
Spaniards. He afterwards rail'd on her 
with a thouſand 1njuries , and threatned 
to correct her as a Girle ; but the remedy 
appeared coo vulgar for ſo deſperate a 
caſe, ſothathe the more labonred with 


diſdain, by reaſon he found no meanes 
to 
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toqualifieit, He conſum'd all the night 
in ſtudying vengeance, whichis the legi- 
timate child of fury, and the illegitimate 
ſatisfaction of a generous ſpirit, The fol- 
lowing day which ſucceeded this trou- 
b'ed night, hee impriſons Florida in a 
Cloyſter, yet in the ſame where was her 
ſiſter Be/laria,who was in time to be made 
a Nun, and be obedient to that vocation 
which her Fathers avarice and cruelty 
had inſpir'd. 0&avio having heard the 
newes of her impriſonment , hee could 
neither retain his teares, nor remit his 
oriefe : The counſell of his friends, nor 
the prayers of his parents, were ſuffi- 
cient to conſalate him, ſo that his unhap. 
py Father confidently beleeved that his 
ſonnes health would ſhipwrack on the 
rock of deſpaire, yet did he not forbeare 
to perſwade him to deſiſt from that paſſt- 
on with well-ſeaſon'd admonitions of 
wiſdome; but he well perceiv'd he had 
ſown ſalt, ſince he reaped no fruit. Fer- 
74nds on the other fide rampant with 
Tape, ſwore to bee reveng'd-of Ottavio, 
threatens murthers, marſhalls defies, and 
chalenges Duels, but in ſuch a manner, 
that that fury which ought to appear in 
ation, vaniſhed in words, imitating 

08 Heaven, 
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Heaven, which the more it thunders, tt 
3ntends the I:iſe to lighten, Horatio Who 
had truly bound the hopes of his advan- 
rages with the bond of this Marriage, 
ſccing them fled away to his loſle, in 
tends his revenge, providing a bravo 
inare to murther Ocavio. But wiler ad- 
vice reſtrain'd him, perſwading him to 
make uſe of diſiimulation, which is the 
ordinary net wherein without noyle we 
may enſ{nare our enemies. Having there- 
fore teign'd it fic for him to change aire, 
by reaſon of an accuſtomed indiſpoſition 
which befe]l him, he parts from Partheno- 
ze, having for a while ſuſpended his 1n- 
tentions. In the mean time Odoarde,that 
he might not loſe his fonne- who was al- 
ready fallen intoa high fit of melancho- 
ly, reſolved toloſe himſelfe with him, 
promiling all his endeavours for thz ſuc- 
ceſle of his delires. With theſe promi- 
; ſes 0{4awvio reſpires again from his trou- 
bles, and having already provided him+ 
{eWe of aimed men to attend him, he be- 
gins to walk about the City, Fortune 
leads him to the encounter of Fexxands, 
who at that time ftir'd not at all | whe- 
therit was that the poore Cavalier had 
forgot the oaths he had ſworp, to be re- 
veng d 
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venzed, or that hee remembred that 
O3ths of doing 111 are not cbligatory. 
:tavio thus fleeing himſelf victorious 
without Fighting, puts by all ſuſpition, 
and begins to frequent the Monaſtery of 
Flnida, uiing u faign'd Devorion, as if 
his Object were Idolatry.not Adoration. 
There he daily cntertain'd himſelf to fee 
the fair Priſoner, but ſhee appear'd not, 
being guarded by her Superiours ; ſo 
that the miſerable man would willingly 
have chang'd his Nature with that of the 
Lynx, ſ0as hee might have gotten Eyes 
whoſe looks would pierce the walls 
which hid his Faireſt from Him. At laſt 
having tempted much, and defired more 
that he might bur be 1ntroduc'd to ſpeak 

wHh Bellaria, who being as was thought 
within a while to bee a Nun, had liberty 
ro appear at the Grare to take her leave 
of the World : Octaviorelates the ſeries 
of his Love, and with ſo much paſſion 
exagerates his Aﬀections, that the Maid 
was forced to ſhew her ſelf pitifull , leaſt 
ſhe ſhould diſcover Her ſelf 1whumane, 
Shee was of ſuch corrected Manners, 
that ſhe rather would have choſen death, 
than to engage Her ſelf in an action any 
C wayes 
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wayes diſhoneſt. Yer ſhee thought that 
to ſerve Octavio in his Love, wes the 
ſame thing as tv ſerve Juſtice 1t ſelf; 
ſlince Florida appear'd due to Him who 
had purchas'd her with ſo many Pearles 
of his Tears and Sweat. So that ſhee 
modeſtly offers it; proteſting, That it 
was as deEteſtable for herto have Ferrands 
for her brother-1n-Law, as hee was abo- 
minated by F1o7:4z for 2 Husband, 

Octavio thanks her, darting forth by a 
treacherous Joy 4 molt affectionate ſenſe 
of the obligation, but contus'd He then 
begs her ro kiſs for him His F/orida's 
Hand; which being readily execured by 
Her, cave our Lover mezanes afterward 
to truſt her with his Letters, Amballtcs, 
and Prefents to her Siſter. 

T he curtous Irquiſit! tiors of Parimerope, 
diſcours'd the reaions of Florida's Impri- 
ſonment, to the wonder of a!l, and de- 
light of thoſe, who  (alwayes making an 
11] interpretation or other Mens actions) 
uſe the leaſt occaſion they can to give 
cauſe of {peaking 11}, and to divulge Sa- 
tyrs. But the common Friends of H o- 
KATIO and OCTAVIO, perceivins 
that there was a fire kindling berwixt the 
two Families, which without blood 

couid 
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could not bee quencn'd, thought to ſup. 
preli- 1 at its birth. W hereupon they 
wrote to Hi ate, obliging him to return 
{ir {concrtinen hemended: and being 
CE -, they calinly treated a Reconctia- 
LION, 0 and Horatio althou: oh He were very 
peiVeric was at laſt content, SoOas UTa- 
2. WEuld Trnounce Flerid2 to Fernands, 
x 18 her fte2d take Bel{arza to Wite. The 
p arty Was propos'd tO Octavie, who dil- 
coveiing nothing, ſeem'd well ſarisfy'd, 
as the - onely way wherebv hee weed to 
relcalc his Lady out of her Priſon. The 
pe2ce wis tis concluded,and the Wed - 
GIngs appointed by the t: alſe promiſes of 
the Lover, who deferr'd not to come 
accordirg to }is Cuſtom to the Mconaſte- 
ry, to acquaint Floriag viith his incorru- 
pted Feith; delivers a Letter to Bellarza ; 
ſhee, who was already advis'd of his p:o- 
miſes npon the T rcaty of Peace,believ'd 
her iclt ro be lits Spoule, dentes the De- 
livery, deliting him to excuſe her, for 
ſhee reſolved to ſerve him hereafter no 
longer then under the notion of hi; 
Wite. OZaviabgh'd,and elrecim'd him. 
{elf unhappy at the newes, but laments 
Florida as more unfortunate, belecving 
lier {<)f berray'd, and fu; poting her felt 
'S 2 (corn'd 
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ſcorn'd by an Idolatrous Lover. Wher. 
fore hee deſpair'd as one without a Re. 
medy, foraſmuch as twas 1mpolllble for 
him to ſpeak with his cruel] Dear, and 
to write to her was denyed 1m by Bel- 
laria, who was ajready become her Ri- 
vall; diftdent and jealous of her, 
Being thus at a loſle, ſhe went- about 
the Cloyſters, bewayling her deſperate 


hopes, and curſing her owne Fortune 


which had 1nduc'd her to preferve her 
Life for ſo ungratefull a Perſop, and ſo 
long to loſe her Liberty: But above all, 
the memory of her Odavis moſt of all 
tormented her; Dear,although ſhe even 
elteein'd hima Traytor. Fernando was 
then at Rome , when the reconcilement 
was made, which neverthel-{s was :rea- 
ted with his conieat : So that when all 
men expected the ſolemnizing of the 
Weddings, 0&9 freely frequented 
Beliaria with hits Vilits, il importuning 
her with increaties to inGuce her to favor 
h:m as ſhe had formerly towards Florida. 
Nevertielefs B-#Har:4 r::ſiſted the remp- 
t2jion, for as mich as herintereſt ren- 
dred her con'ant, although even ſhee 
was a Woman. But atlJaſt, when ſhee 
{law thee could not with hers, reſiſt the 
others 
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others perſeverance, ſhe chang'd her 
retolution 3 whence being become kind, 
ſhe afreſh carries his ſaſutes to her liſter, 
embaſlies and letters : the lover {weet- 
ly reſpired in this calm of fortune, which 
liſted no longer then the coming of Fe-- 
nando to Partkenspe 5 who being come, 
Bellaria 1n all haſt ſends for Octavie, and 
tells him, that F/oridain deſpite of for- 
tune, being reſolved to have him onely 
for her husband , pray'd him to expect 
her that night neer the gate of the Con- 
vent, for that ſhe reſolved that very 
night to fly away with him. The glad 
Lover, as any man may imagine, as he 
who had long expected happily torcap 
the fruits of his pains, parted, having 
truſted his deſign to a confident fſer- 
vant of his, with whom that night he 
comes to his determin'd poſt, 

It happened that Fernando that very 
day arrived in Town (the ſame which 
Bellaris bad appointed) who had not vi- 
ſited his ſponſe, being hindred by Dc- 
meſtick affairs, and diverted by a kin(- 
man, who forcibly led tim away with 
him to dinner, and detain'd him even the 
ſupper; it being then late, and having 
taken leaye of his kinſman ; ſo thzt to 

B 3 guard 
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guard himlelt trom the (niiter encoun- 
ters Of the nig'tt, fer his own f(ecnrity 
he had with him a train of armed [-r- 
vants: His way neceliiiiiy was by tnis 
Convent , fo that ſecing, Octz4;0 ftand 
;mmoveable neer the gate, he knew him, 
but was undiſcovered by him : ind then 
ifmagining that he ſtay*d there for fome 
amorous booty, he curious to know the 
truth, to that end watcheth behind tho 
coarnez of the wall : He had no: 1 2p 
with great ſilence On, when he 

ears the door open d, anc d advancing a 


ſtep or two hc ns Oates \ Who was 
coming away with the Laty 5 when 
in torg naving unihoath'd his 
{word, he alas him treacihs eroully. DUTr- 
ſaes him, ſo that the miferable man was 
forc'dro forſaks his prev, thathe might 
not loſe his life. Fernando being very 
well pleaſed With the victory, follows 

his way being highiy oblie'd by fortune 
who bad brought kim fo haooily to be 
reveng'd ot his rival, by raviſhl ing his 
vretended ſooutc, even © at of his acme. 
But being come hume , boldins the Lady 

by the hand, who ſd ard penſive went 
a/ong with him, he {aw by the light of a 
torch,that he handed a deceis, foraſmuch 


as 
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ac it was Bel/aria and not Florida which ne 
had cotten. He was altoriſh'd ! Chang d 
countenance ! And with diſdain ha- 
vinz demanded the reaſon of her which 
oblis' herto fly, She anſwered, I hac 
finding herſelf deſpis 'dby Octavio, con- 
trary to the obligation of his promite, 
the had cadevord to gain by deceit what 
was denied her by his rigid obſtinacy ; 

whereupon ſhe faign'd her {elf the belo- 
' ved Florida, 23d fo was fiying away with 
him. Fernando ther anſwers, Madam. 

Revenge your ſelf once more of your 
cctpiſer by deſpiſing ym ; and fince 
Fortune hath g1ven you, asa Prey, Into 
my hands, doyou make a prey of me, 

binding me with the bonds of marriage 
and matrimonial faith : Belaria thank'd 
him,and(being uncertain of 0ctavis's life, 
and fearful to remain without a hul- 
band) ſhe ſoon grants his ofier, and the 
ſame night concludes the wedding, al- 
though without her Fathers conſent. O- 
ctavio on the other (ide being ful of gref, 
and the fright being over, he finds l;is 
body without wounds, but his mind was 
doubly transfixd with jealouſic © Rl{hame. 


What furies that night tormented him, 
C 4 his 
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his reſolution may witneſs, which was 
10 fly trom Parthenope that be might be- 
i; that heaven no more which had 
been fo crue! to him in his loves: Florida, 
even thealſohaving underſtood of her fi 
ſters departure, was already grown wild, 
holding it for undoubred that ſhe was 
fled with her diiloyal Octavio 5 So that 
abominating the fallacies and treache- 
Ties of this world , ſhe reſolved with 
her ſelf to abandon jt , and to be- 
come a Nun, and willingiy would that 
very night have cut off her hair, but 
that the action required a publick {0- 
lemniry ; but che ſucceeding day bant- 
ſ.cd thoſe adows, from both Lovers, 
{t:-pt their gricf, and bridled their reſo. 
4/5 hog 5 the fame of the deceit being ru- 
riord 3bour the City, and withal of Fey- 
exert Nuptiils: Horatio to whom it e- 
qi:ai:y imported to gain Ferpando tor his 
ſcp infaw, aſwel by RON 825 Fleriaa's 
men, was nothing mov'd at that nights 
accident : bur accoummedating himſelf 
torhe necefiity, granted Octavio his long 
lamented , anc Cearly beloved Flerian 
ſo that both Marriages were joytully 
Solumnized, And Fate witneſſed in 


. the 
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the perſon of Octavo, that by unknown 
wayes ſhe diretts Men to the acquelſt 
of thoſe felicities, whereto they could 


never aim by the Conduct of humane 
prudence. 


ALERITA. 


NOVEL II. 
The ARGUMENT. 


Aleria being immoveable to the prayers and 
ſervices of the Marqueſs Arderico, ws 
perſwaded onely to love hims , by her huſ- 
bands commendations. The Marqueſs on 
the other ſide , as te was going to reap the 
fruit of his Love , being ee thereof 


by her, leaves off his deſien. 
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3 or {SIN the noble City oft Vicen7a, 
WE Ne ainonglt other Ladies which 

22 (he gy ravill'd the Eyes and Hearts of 
===& 11 Men, the beauty of Aleria, 
deſcended from the Counts of Malo, was 
fiingular among{t the reſt, fo that ſhee 


GAVE 
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cave way neither toflattery nor Favy. 
The faircit Faire yeclded to the Chan 
of that Face which would have been 
belcev'd Divine, and adored with conti- 
rued devotions, had it not glorihed her 
Humanity , S9 that bei ing pretended to 
by thoſe who deipair d of g11ning her; 
ſhe obeying onely thoſe affections which 
yeeld onely to deſert, marries with the 
Count of Sancta Croce, who both by birth 
and Vertue was chief amongit the grea- 
t:{t, Hehad no Conditions, but thole 
wh1ch were delirable; neither had He 
ary t thirg 1n lim waich did not beget 
2cmn _ 
ine Wedding was celebrated with 
as much ſolemnity 2s was requiſite for 
ther Nobility and Wealth. Thoſe who 
in the Rd Joy lamented the Fune- 
rals of their own Hoes, did not forbear 
to come to the Wedding : They in the 
Joyes of another ſaw their own Sor- 
rows; Muſick and Dancing which h:ve 
the power to raviſh Hearts, even out of 
the hands of Melancholy it ſelf, could 
not ſweeten the Grief of thoſe Minde 
which even loſt the hopes of Life with 
the beauty of «£Fleria. Many ſubmit- 
ting to the” Laws of Neceflity, according 


to 
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to the variety of their genius, when they 
could not reſiſt their own affet1on, they 
dedicated it to other objefts. Others 
knowing that their eyes were the inſtru. 
ments of their pleaſure, would aiſo ob. 
Iige them to be the Meſſengers of the 
longing deſires of their hearts, Some 
flew frm that heaven, where the Sun 
ſhone but 1n favours of others; Others 
obſerving the precepts which the art of 
Loves remedy preſcribes , they obſerv'd 
_ a heaven of beaurie 1n her looks, which 
could not be without ſhaddows. Arde- 
7:co onely the Marqueſs of Caftel-Nowe in 
the impoſſibility of the undertaking en- 
Iivening the more his hopes found 1n 
that dates folemnity, his flames encrea- 
ſed, where others had found the remedy 
of rheir paſſion : He did T beleeve,ſtupi- 
fed with grief, aſfiſt at all the ceremo- 
nies, imitating the Fly, who to1njoy 
the light careth not to loſe its own life. 
He ſuffers this torment with ſo much 
3mpanience, that hisJeaſt dotings were 
to forget himſelf, The feaſt ended, 
he found his fire more enflam'd, abſence 
from the beloved object ex(tinguiſheth 
not love, burfomentsit. This Argderrco 


prov'd his ardor being ſo much the 
more 
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more violent, when he could not recre- 
ate himſelf with the fight of his Mlerja. 
She on the other ſide, ſo Idoliz'd her 
husbands countenance with ſuch conti- 
nued demonſtrations , that any hope 
would have deſpaird, but that of Arde- 
rico which was vowed toobſtinacy, The 
more he was deſpis'd, the more he loy'd; 
He let flip no occaſion to diſcover his 
wound; He being continually 1n her 
ſight, aſſaujted her with ſighs, and beg- 
ged pitty from her with his looks. 

In fine, following her every where, 
and waiting diligently upon her at the 
ball; no accident happened which he 
did not fignalize with ſome imew of re- 
{pect and rceſtimony of love. 

A!eria not beleeving, or not caring 
to be lov'd, never regarded him but 
with indifferent looks. And although 
the obligations of civility forc'd her to 
return him the favour of the ball, and 
to correſpond by way of ſalutes, yet,did 
ſhe never priviledg his attetion with the 
leaſt token of acceptance ; A4rderico have 
ing no other means to 1nfinuate his love 
into Aleria's minde , had recourſe to 
the benefit of his pen;with much trouble 
he dictates this Letter his tears even wa- 
ſ[hing away his ink, Faireſt 3 
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Faireſt ; 
c [ Should feare to del: rve the 


* Þ rigours of your dildaine, by 
* diſcovering my flames, Cid ] not 
*Enow that all hearts are obliged 
*tothe jove of divinethino2s. The 
*raies of your beaury have intro- 
*duc'd ſuch a fire in my breſt, that 
©[(houid rati;er think it an eticef of 
* ſtupidity then of vertue. Aleria,l 
* love you, andif th= Jaws of love 
* were as powertul as thoſe of Re- 
*Iigion; 1 would fay I adore vou. 
© Bur what the pen filenceth the 
* heart Iicenceth, fo as you will not 


* di{dain the oblequiou (neſfle of 


Tour moſt hnmbie ſervant 
ARDERI1CO, 
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the rnicanc how it might b 
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tough they were all pain'd by the ex- 
2 ot his Iiberalty durſt not aſſault 
their Ladies a(fcfaba ; ſo much the 
chaſtcr, for as yet ſhe gave no leave to 
be tempted. To uſe other perſons, 
right prove both ſcandalous and cn 
10us, fothat he reſolves to be him 
the bearer : Having fitted a day when 
ine was at Church, perhaps more pray'd 
to then praying 5 getting NeET her, 
cheating the ſuſpirion and obſervation 
of many, he puts his notc in Aleria's Ol- 
fices, when {he catually had Jaid them 
behicd her , tointend her menral private 
prayers. No vody was ware of it, Ale- 
77a her ſe!f, although ſhe took up her 
Offices, did not preſently PETrcelve It. 
Scarce did ſhe finde i It, bur ſhe was pre- 
ſently overtaken with bluſhing , more 
diſdain'd againſt her ſelf, that ſhe had 
o1ven the boldneſs to any man to tempt 
her, then that {he was diſpleaſed at the 
temptation. The pruderice of this La- 
dy knew well that ſhe did not deſerve 
the name of chaſt, who did not refi{t 
the flatteries of Lovers ; whoever 1s 
chaſt out of neceſſity is unworthy the 
title, AZer/a having quiered her mind 
from the firit confufions, which had ſtoln 


the 
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the blood from her heart, and had left 
the Characters on her face : when ſhe 
thought it fit overcoming her curioſity, 
which 1s natural to women, ſhe tears the 
letterin a thouſand pieces, as if that had 


cn guilty of the fault, which his auda. 


city deſerv'd who had givenit her. Ay. 


with the tearing of the Ictter, defpairing 
ever after of any invention , whereby 
he might make known his affteQtion. He 
was loſt in a confuſion at her behaviour, 
who being ador'd, not onely took ir 
ungratefully, but ſeem'd as if ſhe would 
not know her adorer; yet the miſerable 
man continues his ſervitude ſo much the 
more unhappy, as his hopes were far 
from their reward. {t {> happen'd that 
Aleria accompani:d with her husband 
retires to a Villa to enjoy that ſeaſon , 
which bearing more fruit then the reſt, 
fHattcrs with the more pleaſure the guſt 
of men - Arderico who was this Suns 
Heliotrope, follows her, not without 
hope that the pleaſures of theVz{a might 
bring him to what he was debarr'd off 
by the divertiſemenr of the Town, he 
thought more eaſily to corrupt the peo- 


Ple of the V;{a; the minds of men being 
the 


—_— a 


gderico felt his own heart torn in pieces, . 
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the more vile, the more they are inte- 
reſted, He was ſeen to come thither,buc 
he begins to go the round about Aleria's 
houſe, faigning to plant nets to catch 
birds, and to hunt wild beafts; Whilſt 
his heart was 1n the nets of love, and 
continually diſturbed with the ſenſe of 
his own paſſions. One day being carryed 
either by chance or choice, he enters her 
Palace, pretending the recovery of a 
Hau ke which he had Jately fet off his 
fiſt. The Count of Saxa Croce, Aleria's 
husband, receives him with all kinde of 
civility uſual amongſt Cavaliers ; after 
| having commanded his ſervants to look 
after the fl!ght of the Hawke, he leads 
Ardericoto his wife I can ſay nothing 
of this incounter, but I remit it to your 
1magination ; its {ufhicient that Arderico 
LR are pale again,ſweat,and freez'd 
at the ſame time : He with a curteous 
violence was conſtrain'd to eit ſome 
fruit ; bug whilſt his eyes fed on thoſe 
beloved beauties, all other food was 
noiſom, At laſt having recover'd his> 
Hawke, after ſome Complements he 
parts with a greater paſſion then he 
brought : H=2 never ſaw Mleria's looks 
ſo favourable, neither had he ſo expe- 
D rienc's 
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riencd her ſo officious as then : Aleriz 
being pleas'd with the faſhion of Arder;. 
co, demands of her husband the Cava. 
ler's name, who had deſerv'd from him 
ſuch a friendly treat. The Count ſmil'd 
at the propoſition, and ſayz3, What do 
you nct know Arderico, the Marqueſs 
of Caftel-Nove? Ts it puſlible you ſhould 
be (o blinde to the ſplendors of the Sun, 
Pardon me, if you trouble me not, paſl- 
ſing by a ſubject ſo worthy to be known; 
one muſt neceſſarily judge , that your 
heart 18 hard, or your minde deviated, 
ſince you want etes to know the deſerts 
of ſuch a Cavalier, Perfection, which 
in all other things regrets jts wants, 
in this Lord all withesare at full. Who 
with an unerring prudence cauſeth 
thoſe tolove, who even ſhould hate him 
with a dilintereſted ſtrength, never 
arms himſelf but in favour of what is 
juſt, with a moderation of practiſe he 
hath overcome envy : In fine he hath 
no equal in armes, no ſuperior in 
letters, and in Nobility is without a fel- 
low; heenjoyes all priviledges of the 
Mind and of Fortune ; there is no Lady 
In Vicenza, who would not beleeve her 
beauty fortunate, were ſhe honor'd bur 
with 
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with a look from that noble Cavalier ; 
do not ſhew your ſelf ſo careleſs in 
knowing the prerogatives of others, if 
you will have me have worthy thoughts 
of you. Aleriacoldly exculeth her ſelf, 
repenting in her own heart, that ſhe had 
ſo long paſt by the ſervice of a man, who 
for his ſingular conditions deſerv'd rhe 
affections of all : Being thus fill'd with 
his praiſe, ſhe grows ſo fervently in loye 
with Arderico , that ſhe quite rebels a- 

ainſt the Jaws of honeſty. That hone- 
ity which could not be overcome by a 
continued obſequiouſneſs, which aw'd 
the perſwaſions of her ſervants, and re- 
pugn'd the treacheries of her lover, the 
combats of ſenſe,and the power of loye, 
now poſtitutes it ſelf to ordinary words; 
betray'd by bis rongue who ſhould have 

uarded it : That heart which could not 
be fully vanquiſh'd by the eyes, findes it 
ſelf betray'd by the ears ; Carried thus 
away With the furies which agitate the 
minde of onein love. The Count being 
call'd to Vicenzaby the neceſlity of ſome 


affairs, ſhe fignes a' paper with theſe 
Characters. 


D 2 Marquelz 
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Marqueſs ArxDtkico; 


F the demon$trations of your af- 
| feftron do not deceive the boldneſs 
of my defires, I reſolve to hazard 
my ſelf, 5 I: may ſerve you, Imuſt 
condemn ſo precipitate a reſolution, 
but T deſire reality, ſince my crime 
makes me yours ; I would ſay more, 
but Lowe being a child cannot (| peak. 
At three this night I ſhall expe& you 
inmy C "Wi aeer the Garden Gate, 
which you ſhall finde open , con(! —_— 
therefore with your preſence 


Your moſt devoured lecvant 


LERIA, 


She ſends the letter by a girle whom 
ſhe had exceedingly oblig'd , ſo that ſhe 
no wales miſdoubted her fidelity. She 
brings it to Arderice, who beleeving it 
thedeceit of a dream, knew not what to 
anſwer. But at laſt he takes his pen 
and writes theſe words. 


Beloved 
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Belowed ALERIA, 
[ Should thank that bemignity 
« Ewhich hath enrich'd the poverty 
© of my hopes, if divine favours 
© did not rather oblige ſiience, then 
{the return. of thanks. I thall ac- 
*cording to your appointment at 
*three this night, (ſacrifice my heart 
*to you ; Iam plad *tis at night, 
*the night magnifying all things, 
*will perhaps greaten the ſmalneſs 
* of my being, befides that in the 
* dark the nakedneſs of my merit 
* will paſs undiſcern'd : Yet you 
*may pleaſe to eſteem mc, what I 
* am, 

Your moſt devouted and unbo-v:1 d 

Servant ARDERICO, 


Having diſpatched the letter , he be- 
gins- to long for the night, with thoſe 
amorous deſires which uſually tyrannize 
lovers. He ſuffers not the appointed hour 


D 3 co 
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to paſs one minute, but he moves pre. 


ſently to Aleris's houſe , Carreſſes and 


Complements are remitted to the conſi- 
deration of thoſe who have been 1ub- 


Ject to the like accidents. Aleria was al- 
ready got to bed, expecting the amorous 
 wraſtler to quench thoſe deſires which 
torment the mindes of Lovers. Ar- 
derico aſham'd to ſee her prevent him, 
begins quickly to unclothe himſelf ; 
Whilſt with an amorous impatience he 
pulls off his clothes, he demandes the 
reaſon of Aleria, why after ſo many dil- 
daines againſt the proofs of his affection, 
ſhe ſo unexpectedly condeſcended to his 
deſires, at that very time, when he had 
refign'd all his pretences to Ciſpair : My 
life anſwered Aler/a,the praiſes of your 
merit ſoltvely expreſt by the tongue of 
my husband, did in ſuch a manner 
wcund my ſoul, that without havirg 
been yours, I belceve I could not have 
lived; And thereupon relates all what 
her husband had ſpoken of him : Then 
replies Arderico, neither my affeCtion, 
nor my ſervice had the power 'to vio- 
lence your heart, had not the Count 
your husband's voice by the ſound of my 
praiſes Inchanted your minde. *Tis very 


true 
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true replies 4leria 3 God forbid then 
ſays Arderico , re-aparelling himſelf, 
God forbid that I ſhould do an injury io 
him who favour'd me with ſuch worthy 
Characters, that I ſhould violence the 
chaſtity of one moſt truly noble : Aler7g, 
pardon me, I cannot prejudice his ho- 
nor, who by his praiſes encreaſeth the 
merit of my condition. Having ſaid ſo, 
he readily goes out of the Chamber, tea- 
ching worthy men by this action the 
bounds of true gentility ; To husbands, 
that they ought not to fill their wives 
eares with the commendation of other 
men; andinſtrufting women, eſpecially 
the married , nor to truſt the affections 
of man, who by theleaſt occaſion, may 
be in a moment changed, 


Fay 


= 
od 5 
a = 
7 4 o - 
ar a» 
od l © 


NOVEL III. 


The ARGUMENT. 


The Counteſs of Caſtel. Novo upon an ur zent 
occaſion of hers , hath recur ſ e to the FA ar= 
que ] Olverio, who W425 ae( per ately in love 
with her, for her ſuvply, which having 6b- 
tain d : with a handſome cheat inthe dark- 
neſs of the night 2 /be ſaves hcr own honor, 
and ſaiisfies the inaiſcretion of the Mar- 
queſs. 


REN a City of Alexandria della Par- 
I 2, lituate on the confines of 
1 Moniferrar, vas a generous La- 
S= dy, whomT ſhall title Coun- 
tels, who was fo lingular for beauty , 
{2at ſhe cauſed love in all themen, and 


envy 


(41) 
envy in all the women that beheld her. 
The contentment Lovers received to ſee 
thoſe admirable graces in her counte- 
nance, they paid withuſury, by the loſs 
of their liberty, In fine, this Sun blin- 
ded hearts, no leſs then eyes, and he 
was rather eſteem'd ſtupid then pru- 
dent who could eſcape ſo {weet a Ty- 
ranny , and he was. call'd ſacrilegious, 
who ſacrificed not his heart to the Idol of 
her Beauty, This treaſury of Natures 
richneſs was poſleſt by way of matrimo- 
ny by the Count of Caftel- Novo, a Ca- 
valter indued with all the fayours which 
Fortune could diſpence, or Vertue me- 
r1t. Puthe was thought not much be- 
lov'd by the Counteſs, becauſe he com- 
monly was abroad in Princes Courts, or 
in the wars, excerciſing himſelf in arms 
more then 1n love : Which was eafily 
beleev'd by the deſires of many, who 
thought to ſubdue that Fort, which was 
onely guarded with beauty , which was 
eaſily to be corrupted with preſents, or 
overcome by the violence of legyices 
and entreaties, but they ſoon "Vas 
themſelves deceiv'd, finding ſuch ap- 
polition from the vercue and ſhamefac'd:- 
neſs of the Lady, that ſome were forc'd 


quite 
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quite to abandon the undertaking ; o- 
thers to raiſe the fiege, and others to 
exped occaſion, which is the daughter 
of time ; onely the Marqueſs 0/:verjg, 
the firſt amongſt the proudeſt, both for 
Wealth and Nobility, abated nothing of 
his reſolutions. But followed the aſlaulr 
with ſo much the greater ardor, by how 
much the more deſperate he thought 
the Victory : He had overcome denials, 
repulſes, and diſdains, which inſteed to 
ex{tinguiſh , made the fire of his heart 
ſtill the greater : And although he 
hop'd for no further advance in conque- 
ring the pudicity of that Lady , yet did 
he omit no means poſſible, which might 
make him deſerve the title of a true Lo- 
ver, ſince he could not prevail to be 
lov'd again; and ſo much the more, for 
that with gifts he had poſſeſt himſelf of 
the good will of all thoſe who ſerv'd her, 
ſo that the poor Ladies ears were cont1- 
nually befieg'd with this Cavaliers prai- 
ſes, the whole Family being never wea- 
ry of gelebrating his valor ; ſometimes 
his birth, his bounty, his wealth, his per- 
ſon,and hismagnaminity. And although. 
theſe commendations being often repea- 


ted, mov'd her co admire ſuch rare quas 
lities, 
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lities, yet this obligd her to no other 
love, but that which vertue begets in a 
noble breaſt : Bur what 0/;verio could 
not achieve with all his love, treacheries; 
he ſtill did beleeve that in proceſs of 
timea moment of Fortune would gain. 
The Counteſs had a young brother, and 
rich, which 1s ſufficient ro ſpeak him 1n- 
ſolent, There was no ſcandalous buſ1- 
neſs1n the City wherein he ſhar'd not, 
or was not principal, night which brings 
reſt and quiet even to the inſatiable fury 
of wild beaſts diſquieted him, then he 
uſually went abour the City offending 
equally all he met : but ill actions brings. 
atlaſttoa juſt puniſhment ; when one 
night he would by force have enter'd the 
houſe of a Lady of honor, and already 
began to uſe violence on the doors and 
windows; whereupon being taken pri- 
{oner, by four Companions he had nei- 
ther time nor boldneſs enough to reſiſt; 
the threats wherewith he had alſo in- 
jurd the Lady having alſo rais'd the 
neighbourhood againſt him. His impri- 
{onment was no ſooner knoxyn, but bills 
were ſo multiplied againſt him, that his 
life was even call'd in queſtion, The 
Connteſs who lov'd him as being her 


brother 
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brother, and could not endure to ſee 
him ſuffer a publick puniſhment, having 
no mouy ina readineſs, quickly procu- 
red from certain Merchants 10co.-piſtols, 
giving them the beſt part of her jewel: 
in pawn ; with this money fhe fo deals 
with the Lord Governor, whole eyes 
being blinded with the ſplendor of the 
Gold, look'd juſtice like. The young 
man with his Companions eſcapes by the 
conivence of the Commander , who 
fearing leaſt his avarice ſhould be 
diſcoverd, would have the guilty fly 
far away, toeſtrange thoſe teſtimonies 
which might convince the Judge of 
guilt. The Counteſs enjoy'd not much 
by her brothers deliverance, having re- 
ceiv'd aletter from her husband which 
reduc'd her todiſpairz the Count com- 
manding her that without delay ſhe 
ſhould with all her coftlieſt apparel come 
to Milan, to wait on the Imperatrix, 
who was hourly expected to paſs there. 
The poor Lady being agitated with ma- 
ny thoughts, knew not what reſolution 
to take, which might neither be diſho- 
nourable » 0ROT dangerous. To go to 


Millen without her Jewels which are ſo 
IC- 
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requiſite in{uch occaſions, it would very 
much have prejudic'd the reputation of 
her greatneſs : To diſcover the freeing 
of her brother ſhe could not without 1n- 
curring her husbands anger, there being 
betwixt them particular diguſts. After 
many things which floated about in her 
 minde, ſheforceth her heart to the law 


of neceſlity ; and takitig her pen, fhe 
writes thele Carradtters. 


Marqueſs Or1verie. 


Hould T fay T did not lowe you, 
truly, I ſhould lye, ſince the con- 
fidence | bawve in you, acknowledg- 
etÞ it ſelf the ligitimate daughter of 
Love. I love you Marqueſs Olive- 
rio, ard ſothat with the bluſhes of 
my reputation, I have recourſe to 
your favour. I want a thouſand 
Piſtols to releaſe my Fewels, being 
 obligd to go for Millan to wait ot the 

Emperatrice ; if you can fu. niſh we 
till my return, my heart ſball oblige it 


fel 
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ſelf to you by a perpetual correſpon- 
dence. Bat Cawaliers like you move, 
but with gentleneſſe, and then what 


can be promiſed from that heart, 
which till now was aw d with the g- 
pinion of the World, and a Nuptial 


Faith ; Beſides, 1 aſſure my ſelf that 
the preatneſſe of you ſpirit will not 
difdain to give me leave to be 


Your moſt devouted ſervant. 
AMASIA. 


The letter being ſeal'd ſhe caus'd a 
Staffeer to carry it to the Marqueſs, fa1- 
oning as if it hid been ſent from her 
Husband, unwilling by obliging any to 
filence, to venture her ſelf on the fide- 
lity of her ſervants. 0l#verio had ſcarce 
look'd over the paper , but he thought. 
himſelf deluded by a dream. He could 
ſcarce beleeve; himſelf, ſo much the 
greater a felicity, as it was leſs hop for. 
His conſolation was ſo great that confi- 
ning with grief it fetch'd tears from his 


eyes. His firſt diſturbance being paſt, 
; 11 


” 
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in which a Man within himſelf is out of 
himſelf , he anſwers after this manner. 


Madars, 


* FT Would have the poſſeſſion of a 
* & thouſand ſouls, aſwel as I have 
"of a thouſand peeces, that I 
* might ſatisfie them all to pleaſure 
*you; Tovught truly to thank you 

* for the honour you do me, deft- 

_ ©ringwith ſo much {weerneſs what 
*1s yours 3 but the confuſion of 

| *my heartisſopgreat, that I cannot 
* exprels its joy, nor its obligations 

* but by ſilence: YetI rejoyce with 

* my {elf that you are pleas'd to ci- 

* ment my faith with gold, and ſo 

* much the more, for that deſiring 
*the riches of the Earth, I hope 
*the treaſures of the Minde will 


* be doubly grateful ; I would 


*-that you ſhould argument from 
*thele double Piſtols, that my love 


15 
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*is not double ; and my onely gl. 
*ry1s, tobe acknowledged. 

Tour moſt bumble and more oblig'd 


Serwant Or1veRio. 


Without delay he cauſed the Letter 
with the Mony to be delivered into the 
hands of the Counteſs; who having re- 
covered her Jewels preſently goes for 
Millzw ; arriving juſt at the Emperatrix's 
coming, ſhe made ſo pompous a ſhew of 
her own beauty , that the Emperatrice 
thought her much ſelf honor'd by thoſe 
people who had ſent a Sun to meet her : 
The envy of the Ladies was chang'd 
into admiration, and it ſeem'd as if Na- 
ture had robb'd beauty from all other 
perſons prodigally to beſtow it onely on 
her. The Emperatrice parts from M:/an, 
having preſented her with a very fair 
Neck-Jace, and ſhe preſently returns 1n- 
to Alexandria, whete Oliverio expected 
her with thoſe impatiences, which are 
furies which continually agitate the I 
Minde of Lovers. The Marquets would | 
not appear in «Millan at this occaſion , 

that he might cauſe no ſuſpition to the 


obſervation of ſo many eyes, or to we 
the 


— > 
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the obligation of ſerving the Emperg- 
ctrice. He no ſooner knew of her return, 
but he ſent to congratulate her arriva], 
and to beg her favour. She gave him to 
underſtand, that that very evening after 
midnight ſhe would be at a grate, which 
look'd on a little unfrequented ſtreet ; 
9/jverio obeys, and at the hour appoin- 
ted hears himſelf call'd by the Coun- 
teſs : At this firſt meeting I cannot ex- 
preſs the paſſions of oliveris; he ſweat 
and freez din an inſtant , he in a man- 
ner confounded, praiſes with thank. 
givings with ſo much cm , that he 
was hardly to be underſtood. The 
Countels correſponded to all with ſuch 
affectionate and diſcreet language, that 
at the ſame time ſhe noleſs witneſled her 
diſcretion then her affection. All their 
thanks terminated in this Concluſion, 
that the next night he ſhould enter by 
the Garden Gate, with an expreſs condi- 
tion, that he ſhould be brought in with- 
out light - whereto the Marqueſs pret- 
tily rerurn'd, that there needed no light 
where his Sun did ſhine : Being gone, 
he ſpent the reft of the night with a 
thouſand amorous paſſions; heno ſoo. 


ner ſees the ſpripging of the day, but he 
, % defireth 


LI EL EY 
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defires the night ; he a thouſand times 
accuſeth the Sun of {ſlowneſs for that 
it accelerated not its courſe according to 
his wiſhes : He even blamd the ſhad- 
dows, diſputing command, that they 
were ſolong before they occupy'd the 
dominion of the Air. At laſt the long 
ftigh'd for hour came, when he ſoftly 
comes to the Garden ; finding the door 
open, hegoes direftly to the Counteſles 
lodging-. She who expeced him, taking 
him by the hand, tells him Friend, if 
you love my reputation and my lite, 1t 
will became you to ſacrifice this night 
to ſilence: My women are fo neer my 
Chamber, that the leaſt word would 
cauſe a high{uſpition; neither is my love 
ſo unworthy, that I dare truſt it to a fer- 
vile maid ; and the rather , becauſe the 
greater-enjoyments admit of no words; 
ſhe permitted him no anſwer, but led 
him into a Chamber, and then havin 

told him he might pull off his clothes 
and go to bed, whilit ſhe would ſee 
whether her women ſlept. He was no 
ſooner diſpoyl'd of his ciothes, but he 
tindes himſelf in the armes of a'beauty, 
ſo much the more fingular,as ſhe was the 
leſs ſubject to the cenſure of the eyes. My 


pen 
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pen Gares not deſcribe what they did, 
leaſt it ſhould profine the ſecrets of 
thenioht; Its fufhcient to lay, that 6 
being "raviſh'd with the fweetneſs of 
thoſe embraces, bleſt all the labours, all 
the ſights, and 21l the LOO. which 
he had ul! then ſuffer'd ; fince his paſt 
pains ſerv'd tor no other uſe, but to high- 
ten his preſent contentment. Fearful 
icaſt the light ſhould diſcover their amo- 
rous theft : Ol:verio departs before the 
comming of Aurora ;z and DEINg forbid 
touſe words, he takes his leave with a 
multitude of kifles. Being retired to hi3 
own habitation, with reſt and ſleep he 

rocures the releaſe of his paſt Iabours, 
which yet had ſucceeded fo an: Y, that 
he thought onely how he might repeat 
them. Being riſen about dinner time ,one 
of hs ſervants brings him a thouſand P1- 
ſtols with a letter, which having open'd 
with a ſtrange trouble, he ſces theſe 
words. 


Marq ack Or1veRrio; 
[| Send back the mony which out of 
your great civility you were 


pleas d to lend me, bawving made uſe 
E 2 of 


- 
aa he ee it. i ee OW —O__ — 
| kn —_ "A a6 _-—--- << 


(52) 

of it ſo long as I bad need. T do not 
this to diſoblige my ſelf from your af- 
feion, but that I may not be wanting 
tomy ſelf : aſſure your ſelf therefore, 
that the obligation ſhall never termi- 
nate, but with my heart till the end 
of the laſt period of my life ; its for 
your glory, that you bave introduc 'd 
ſubjection into that ſpirit , which 
never before knew any; be pleaſed 
therefore with 

Your molt affe&ionate 

and moſt oblig'd Servant. 


AMASIA. 


This letter did ſo diſtract the Mar- 
queſs his Minde, that beleeving it a 
deception of his (ight, he would often 
read it : Re knew not what to think, for- 
a\much as the vivacity of kiſſes, and the 
embraces of the precedent night, ought 
not to beget ſuch univerſal conceptions, 
nor ſuch cold words, Aﬀer a Chaos of 


agitations and thoughts, he wiites this 
Letter. 


Far, 
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Fair, | 


c JT is with reaſon ſaid , that mo- 
« ®ney takes away our reſt ; Your 
© Piſtols having reduc'd me to a 
* mortal diſquiet : you ſhould not, 
© Madam , have ſent me what was 
yours, under pretence, that it had 
*been mine : andif either my de- 
* merit or the ſlenderneſs of my 
* Fortune requir'd it : why do you 
*not likewiſe ſend me back my 
© heart, which I have ſacrificed to 
* your beauty. It a cruel liberali- 
*ty to ſend Gold, a vile excrement 
*of the Earth, and retain the Soul 
*which is the firſt Efience of Man. 
* That I may lighten my grief, be 
*pleasd to take the pains, that T 
* may finde you at the grate, at the 
* {ame hour as formerly. To con- 
* clude, forget not 
Your moſt humble aud moſt oblig d 
Servant O1ivekio. 
E 3 Having 
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Having lent the leticr, and With a 


thouſand imprecaticns ha ving expected 


nenight, he comes ro tne appointed 
Place, where having found the Coun- 
roſs. ; aker lalatations paſt, the Mar. 
quels hegins 10 reprove her for ſending 


'the Money 3 which he did with ſuch a 


lively icnle, that tears interrupted him, 
which perm " — him not to evaporate 
ns grit by B15 mouth & eyes. TheCoun- 
tels aniwers w :h aiwect ile edwhy 
would younot hay me reſtore what was 
eo, becauſe ſaies Oltverto, atter I had 
received tne henor of four 700d p IFraces 
L have nothing which is not ibighntely 
yours: P;3y thergiore bitter not our pait 
fwoeuts, And pray what ſweets were 
tote, replica hd Counteſs ? Is1t pol- 
{ble le, tays Oliveros, that the interpolltion 
UE vay onely ſhould have fo eclips'd 
F Our memory, that you have forgotten 
thoſe delichrs which were bath given 
znd recciv'd, Ts it poſfible that thoſe 
Klilus which were ber aniima. 
ted. carrying continually love . on the 
lips, ould initil the water of Lehe 1n 
Your eart ; I ſhould ſooner loſe the 
Fo Lots ante of my elf; then the de- 
tot Ihave from the memory of ſuch 
be 1 {weets 
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ſweets as thole, Fhe Counteſs int :r- 
rupted him , telling him, My Lotd, I 
{hall undeccive you, it being yarea{ona- 
ble, that your opinton ſhould ſtain my 
honeſty, which 1s hitherto no other- 
wales guiity , but by what 1t may re- 
ceive trom your delires or belief. [I 
thought top]. ale you With a deceit, in 
ſome manner to correipond with iny ob- 
Iications, and your love. The love 
practiſes of the other night Were with 
my Chamber. maid Ale-74, I bertng for- 
bid both by the acvantage of my birth, 
and my husbands honor : Sine 15 here. 
preſent to give teſtimony of this trut7, 
Ol: trio expected not that ſhe ſhould pro. 
cecd1n herdiſcourſe; but full of malice, 
returned home machinating in his 
minde, a thouſand precipices again{t the 
reputation and life of the Counteſs. At 
laſt reaſon having gain'd the field, admi- 
ring the prudence of the Lady, who 
without prejudice of her own honor 
had ſo prettily decetv'd her lover; he 
chang'd his ſenſuality into friendſ{hip 
and reſpect. Hence may Ladies of ho- 
nor learn to ſhield themſelves from the 
dangers of neceſlity, without hazarding 
their reputations. And Cavaliers may 

E 4. learn 
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learn not to tempt the chaſtity of a pru- 
dent Lady, fince they may gain onely 
cheats, or reproches : It being not bla- 
mable ſometimes to ule deceit, to ſhun 
the Tyranny of neceſlity, 


NOVEL IV. 
The ARGUMENT. 


Gernando and Anſelmo love two Gentlews- 
mey , whom after ſeveral accidents they 
enjey 3 which their wives having diſco- 
wver'd, occaſion by their jealoufie , an un» 
hapy Tragedy. 


APLES is a City delightful 
in all ſeaſons 3 the flattring 
accents of the inhabiting Sirens 
turns with the reeling lubri- 
city of Fortune : if the truth prevail, 
their mindes are to be preferr'd to al] 
others, like thoſe of Paradice. Many 
years ſincein that place, asina Theater 
amonglt 
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amongſt others, the chance of two moſt 
noble Cavaliers was preſented;who qua. 
lifed with that air, fruicful in titles , 
were call'd moſt excellent Princes : The 
One Gernand?, the other Anſelms ; the 
vicinity of their Palaces, the likeneſs 
of their years, the ſympathy of their 
miades hadin a manner fo united their 
wills, that having infeparably ingrafted 
thei: hearts, they poſleſt nothing a» 
monglt them imcommunicable,but their 
wives. Gerzando was married with the 
Princefs Leone-a, who mixing 10 her moſt 
beautiful countenance, ſwcetne!s withſe- 
verity& majeſty,repreſeated only a live- 
ly tranſmutation taken from the moſt 
exquiſit excellencies of Venus & Beliona, 
Anſelms was wedded to Celinda,, a Lady, 
who with her ſweet behaviour, and with 
her winming faſhion, was thought wor- 
thy to be preferr'd to the Graces, to 
ſuckle and nouriſh moſt tender loves ; 
Both the one and the other livida whole 
age deliciating themſelves with the le- 
oitimate ſweets of exquilit pleaſures ; 
their world would have been beleevd a 
Heaven, had their happineſs but con- 
ſtantly wheel'd about , they often 


left the City to diſport themſelves 
amongſt 
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amonelt the delightful Groves of their 
pleaſant Villa's, where fully enjoying 
the prerogatives of a Golden age, 
each did enjoy in their own amoruus 
pollcitions the redoubled content- 
ment of the others legitimate enjoy- 
ments , jealoufie did not {owte their 
{weet, the leaſt cloud of grief did not 
diſturbthe tranquillity of their content- 
ment; I hey uſually went out vo enjoy 
the freſh air of the cleer morning, and 
what beyond meaſure was Leoxora's 
iport, which had a bizar capricio to ſhoot 
birds , incredibly bragging at every ſhot 
ihe made, of her prey, whilſt Ce/azda in- 
t=nded more tender paſtimes, gathering 
the Flowers of the field; ſhe weav'd Gar- 
lands to crown the triumphs of her con- 
quering companion 3 neither did they 
with lets pleaſure paſs the remainder 
of theday, for Ryſa!ba Celinda's Gentle- 
woman did harmoniouſly ſing, whilſt 
To ila Leonora's, (weetly plaid on her 
Lute - with their finging and playing 
making ſo raviſhing a melody, that from 
the loving breſt of their hearers , by the 
treachery of pleaſure, their ſouls had 
Hed away, could they but one moment 
have been releas'd from their adored 

| beauties. 
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beauties. Amongſt the reſf, one day xe. 
ſalba baving ler looſe her voice to the fin. 
gin of a wanton ſong , ſhe lighted on 

uch affeQtionate notes, upon the laſci- 
viouſneſs of fome amorous accident,that 
ſhe awaken'd the ſoul of Gernando to ad- 
mire her good grace and facility, he 
began like thoſe who dote, acculing 
himſelf of ſacriledge, for that till then 
he had not contemplated in that moſt 
beautiful ſinger, the excellency of the 
nobleſt Seraphin in Heaven; whereupon 
his heart being 1ncourag'd by the rever- 
beration of murthering accents, he the 


more lively 1mprinted that likeneſs, * 


which condemned him to the ſufferance 
of ſach a grievous martyrdom : where 
the wretch at once being bloodleſs and 
liveleſs, his motion and ſpeech being ta- 


| ken away, he lifts up a Janguiſhing look 


with a dying ſigh, you would ſwear thar 
he retain'd not the leaſt ſpirit of life; the 
Laſs obſerv'dir, and joggs Dorilla, per- 
ceiving that her ſinging had wounded 
his minde, and colouring her cheeks, 
with roſy bluſhes, with which ſhe had be- 
reft the miſerable dying man, of accuſing 
the murtherous wound, yet ſhe thereby 


- forbore not the more ſpitefully to pur- 


ſue 
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ſue its ſo that withche tone of her voice 
litting up the lamp of a (mile, ſhe light- 
ned ſo ſweet a look, that faſcinating him 
with a wonderful Mapick , the took him 
quite away from living any longer to Le- 
0074, and brought him to live a freſh, but 
a painful life in her own boſom; from 
that time the unhapy man felt ſo unme- 
furable a fire to run about his heart , 
which inwardly burning him , ſends up 
the aſhes 1nto his face to accuſe the bur- 
ning, as inextioguiſhable - Thus did 
this miſerable man burn, and ſilence it 
three whole moneths. Being brought 
to Town he was viſited by the Phiſitians, 
and afterwards forſaken 3 whoſe opini- 
on was, that he was oppreſt with an un- 
known diſeaſe, and thathis ill was incu. 
rable; Leonera aflicted her ſelf at the ſick- 
neſs of her beloved conſort, and no leſs, 
amongſt themſelves ſuffering the like, 
did LN and Celinda lament; ſo that 
daily frequenting viſits, and Apſelme 
with much familiarity did ſomtimes 
ſtay by the by, to jeſt with Dore, with 
cunning lights, who being taken I know 
not how with him , ſuffer'4 not one 
to paſs without giving him an anſwer; 
yetſhe one day reſented a peece of pun- 

gent 


5 
gerit treachery : when Anſelmo told her, 
1 percetve very well now, Dorills, why 
you are ſo coy towards me, why do you 
not love me ; why dol not love you, 
{aid ſhe, for my part Icould wiin to ſee 
you janguiſhing as Gerpandgo ls 5 whereup: 
0N with a wink her cheeks bluſhing, ſhe 
added, then ſhould you not finde me fo 
crue},os Reſal,a1s:thele laſt words ſeem'd 
to Asſclimo as the words of an Oracie, re- 
veaiiig the {ecret of Gerzands's hidden 
129:mity; whereupon without any more 
to» do, running quickly to his bed, he 
findes him ravithed in Reſalba's eyes, who 
ſtood by Leoncra and Celinda, who were 
t0nNo purpole on either i1de of him,com- 
{orting him to take away that ſtrange 
melancholy from his heart, which for his 
unknown paſtion occaſioned in them fo 
maniteſt a grief, and attentively obſer. 
viog him, he clearly verified Dori/a's enig- 
ma : whereupon having made the mott- 
on that all ſhould go out of the Cham- 
ber, he bepins : Is the love then of An- 
ſeimo {o little known to thee, that out of 
idle reſpedts, thou doubteſt ro diſcover it 
tome; atlaſtIhave found it out, thy 
heart is wounded, the ſhaft comes from 


Reſalba, and it thall be my care, that ſhe 
who 


wy 
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who gave it ſhall cure thy wound : be 
comforted therefore my friend, refto. 
ring thee to thy ſelf , keep us with you 
for your uſual comfort : the ſoul of Ger. | 
»4ndo being vaniſh'd at his words, was 
in great danger to be drown'd 1n love, 
which roſe up from the bottom of his 
heart, ſwelling, and changing the Jan- 
ouiſhing mans countenance, He bluſhes, 
grows pale, trembles, freezeth ; but 
at Jaſt having recover'd his ſpirits, he 
with a trembling voice anſwers, Out of 
' reſpect that I would not violate, not e- 
ven 1n my thoughts the Religious bonds | 
of our iriend{hip,I have thus filenc'd my 
ſelf even to death. Why alas were you ſo 
{crupulous,replyed Azſelmo; Refſalba is a 
ſervant,not a wife, and do you beleeve 
that I ſhould take to heart a vain opinl- 
on of her honor, more then you, who | 
are a part of my ſelf, who perhaps with 
an imaginary fancy inwardly laughs at it. 
Ata call Reſa/ba comes in again with the 
Ladies, when he goes out purpoſely to | 
bind the practice of his undertakings _ 
with Dorilla the ſtronger and deſcen- 

ding in ſhort, to deſire ofher a propor- 
tronable help tothe needs of Gernandozhe 
had Dorilla's anſwer, that if another | 
5 thoauld 


| 


ſhould languiſh for him, whether by ano- 
thers perſwaſion would you your ſelf 
gratifie her : well then replies he, I now 
underftand thee, Dori#a,& find my ſelf ſo 
oblig'd by the dear pawn of thy love to 
love thee, that I wiſh thy deſire, fo 
as Roſalba by thy means wy but relieve 
Gernands. T hee, Doriflareſplendantly for 
the reward of her ſuffer'd love,every mo- 
ment ſeem'd to her an age, tociment the 
undertaking , to gain Raſalba's conſent, 
that rock wherein ſhe knew ſhe ſhould 
finde the living life of her heart : So 
that having taking the firſt opportunity, 
ſhe afar off of her ſelf begins to deteſt 
the miſerable condition of their ſervi- 
tude, which deſtinated them to deny 
their own, for to follow the will of o- 
_thers, which not onely the indiſcreet 
commands of their Miſtriſſes witneſſed 
ro them, but of others alſo, who would 
have precedence over them, and indeed 
ought rather to be their companions then 
ſervants ; whereupon with diſdain, ſhe 
ſaid, Anſelmo, Anſelmo thy Maſter,O Reſal- 
ba,rebelling yeſterday againſt the obliga- 
tions of due modeſty,grew to that bold- 
neſsas to deſire me. And what weighs 


as much with me, he hath preſt me to 
paſs 


(65) 
paſs civility with thee, foraſmuch as for- 
getting thy henor , that thou thy ſelf 
ſhould grve thy ſelf to Ganands . who 
truly dies Janguiſhing for thee. God 
forbid that I ſhould ever doit, I would 
rather for ever part from this houſe, 
Thou groweſt angry, Doril/a, replyes Ro- 
{albs, and art not aware that our Maſters 
do it to try our conlſtancies, they do it 
to make ſport with us, and thus they 
treacherouſly pitch their nets to catch 
the fooliſheſt, when they brag they ſuf- 
ter moſt, and die forlove , when they 
intend to tyrannize it over another,they 
point the line another way, they coun= 
rerſigne with Characters of gold, the 
firſt expreſſion of their loves, with griefs, 
O Doril/a, not with words, they give us 
an aſſured teſtimony of the gift which 
they ſay they have made of their hearts : 
& truſt me liſter, who gives not preſents 
certainly he loves not. Upon this ſcan. 
dal Doria ſeem'd for the time ſatisfied, 
as having ſteer'd to that port, where was 
the principal traffick of her hopes. And 
ſuddenly with Anſe/mo , who was at the 
catch, not far off ; glowing with deſire, 
ihe communicates the avaritious ſenſe 


of Reſalba, with ſolid pretences, thar ſhe 
_ F would 
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would be gotten with three hundred 
peeces of gold, for the fir{t pain of Ger- 
nando's amorous aftection, and the ſooner 
to gain her by example, ſhe tels her 
from the beginning, the carriage of her 
loves with Anſelmo: Roſalba ſeeing that 
the had already ſold that at a great rate, 
which 1n her heart ſhe very willingly 
would have given, begins by degrees to 
decline from her faigned rigor, and more 
freely to contract with Doria; the buſt» 
neſs of her love propoſition, and cover- 
ing With a cloke of charity the 1mpuriry 
of her affections,ſhe proteſted the would 
come as a victim to the Altar, to expiate 
the crime, and 1implore his favour, whom 
ſhe had ſo much offended for his 1o- 
ving of her. And having expreſly made 
the agreement, there was no more to 
do. By this promis'd comfort, Gernando 
being recover'd, they were ſo to order 
the buſineſs, that their amorous theft 
might be hid. Neither could Anſelmo a- 
ny wales fail to afford Dorilla her pro- 
miſed reward, that he might not loſe his 
own ſatisfaction, who even alſo, long'd 
to be 1n the liſts of his hoped for de- 
lights, Heat once was a lover, and a 
procurer; So that it by his means Ger- 


n4a14o 
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2audo enjoy'd the love of Rofalta Ins 
Gentlewoman, he by way of exchange 
was to enjoy Dorilla, Gentlewoman ro 
Gernando : whereupon with their belo- 
ved taking advice, they conſulted on the 
belt meanes, what way they might the 
molt ſecretly injoy one another 3 ſeve- 
ral councels interven'd, but amongſt 0- 
thers 1t was beleeved to be the beit, 
that Anſelmo and Gernanap, faigning bufſi- 
neis or ſport, ſhould go out of Town, and 
at nizhe fecretly return, and changing 
the keys of their garden doors, ſhould 
thereby get acceſs into one the others 
houſe, & going up the back ſtairs to their 
loves, they every one, might hapily en- 
Joy till morning the truits of their amo- 
rous conſpiracy. At this only remedy (O 
the great miracie of love) Geryando grew 
quickly well , and went about this pra=- 
Fice with ſo much warinels, that neither 
Leoners nor Celinas, although at the re- 
turn of the day, they ſtole and took 
turns, yet they were not at all awares. 
At laſt their husbands new delights en- 
creas'd, in prejudice of their 2bandon'd 
wives, and whether it be a defect of our 
humanity, that it prizeth not long, 
what it polleſſethin abundance, or whe- 

F 2 ther 
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ther it be the vice of ſenſe which 
findes a greater pleaſure, where love 
hath more of the 1impudent, Their 
wives at laſt grew ſo diſguſtful to them, 
that when out of cunning they vilited 
their marriage beds, yer they brought 
with them ſuch a coldneſs, and inofhc1- 
ous converſation; which forc'd them to 
reflec on their great loſſes, they could 
not but at leaſt be induc to beleeve that 
fom impudent wenches, faſcinating their 
husbands, had with their impure laſcivi- 
ouſneſs turnd their hearts in their 
breſts; ſo much were they chang'd from 
their firſt loves : whereupon Leonors , 
who was of a more reſenting and wary 
genlus then Celingda, looking on 1t with a 
neerer application, firſt inall Gernanao's 
actions, it ſeem'd as if a certain treating 
or Cypher, a kinde of ſpeaking by ſ1gns, 
which he daily held, under cover of a 
youthful familiarity with Dori/Za, might 
if 1t were well underſtood, take away 
the Curtain from the Tragedy of all 
her contentment : whence one day ot- 
ſerVing, tha according to his wonted 
preſence he was with CAnſelmo. to go 
oitot Town , Gernando practis'd more 
then uſually with Dorz[a their; miſterious 


language, 
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janguage, whence preſently entring in. 
to a high ſuſpition , ſhe therupon re- 
ſolves to watch her all that night, care- 
fully obſerving her waies, whoſe cham- | 
ber by a narrow door communicated a 
paſſage into hers; having gotten that 
opportunity which ſhe moſt defired, fo 
that intending all her motions at the paſ- 
ſage, ſhe perceiv'd that about midnight 
a perſon entring in the dark, was dearly, 
but ſilently receivd by Dori#a, atten- 
tively giving ear ar the door, it ſeem d 
with an unhappy equivoke, ſhe took it 
to be the voice by that amorous receptt- 
on, although very low, of Gernands, and 
by the alternate murmor of kiſſes, and 
izghs, which by degrees from their more 
fervent carreſſes the lovers reſounded, 
thinking ſhe had ſufficiently found out 
the thief, who unworthily robbing her 
of her husbands love , transfixed her 
through the moſt ſenſible part of her 
bowels, burning wholly with jealouſie, 
the enrag'd woinan ſometimes rais'd her 
ſelf againſt Gernenas, and then againit Ds- 
rilla, machinating revenge. A thouſand 
times ſhe was going to diſcover them, 
and ſhew forth their ſhame ; but then 


again being counſell'd by all kinds of 
F 3 reſpets 
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reſpects, ſhe was diſturbedly tormenx. 
ted, unreſolv'd in the atrocity of the 
moft deſperate diſtractions 3; ar laſt 
having not courage enough any lon. 
ger to hear the others ſports, to pub- 
liſh the loſs and breath of her dea- 
reſt joyes, She went off confusd 
and prieved, and fell on the neigh- 
bouring beg, where till morning preci- 
pitating her {elf ike a fury, her agitati- 
on ſuiter'd her not to cloſe hereyes, yet 
wearineſs had at laſt overcome her, had 
not Cel:n4a unexpectedly knock'd at the 
door, and call'd her afreſh to the grie- 
vous lenſe of her firſt grief, with her ac- 
cuſtomed familiarity, ſhe enters the 
Chamber, and defires her not to f{itr 
from herbed, and withal intreats her 
kindly to admit of the importunity, 
which their mutual confidence imbol]- 
den'd her at that time to give her; and 
then begins, Madam, my heart 1s fo full 
of horror, that did I not fly toclear my 
doubts to the tranquility of your dear 
converſation, ] beleeve truly my heart 
would have broken, But now {]eeping, 
i dream'd , that as you were delighting 
your ſeltin a thick Farreſt, according to 
your cuſtome with your gun , courted 


by 
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| by your Gerzando, and my Anſelmo and 
my ſelf, when with the greatelt delight 
we applauded your triumphs : Behold ! 
The heaven obſcures it ſelf in a tem- 
peſt! And out of the ſhades, behold a 
Lion iflues ! And faliing on my CA nſet- 
mo, throws him down, whence turning 
to Gernands, who too, allaulting him, 
threatning to glory in his death, when 
you readily coming to his relief, ſtruck 
boldly againſt the beaſt ; but alas, your 
felf wounded Ger4nds todeath; where- 
upon the firce beaſt di{daining to fight 
with the dying, furiouſly atfails,and kills 
you ; So that whilſt I ſmote my breſt 
and was crying out for help, halt dead 1 
did awake. But io troubl'd and confus'd, 
that ſtill floating betwixt cruth and 
doubt ct this unhappy ſucceſs , I have 
been thus, and perhaps too importu- 
nately carried hether to you : Prais'd be 
Heaven O Cel:izas, anſwered Leomya, 
that the ſ[aughters are vaniſh'd, and pray 
God with them all ſiniſter preſages may 
doſo too; but alas, there remains far 
more grievous images, more lively im- 
printed in my breſt, then you ever had 
ſleeping in your dreams, which I have 
had watching all night, and which I have 
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heard with mine ears, Weare betray'd, 
Celinas, 1 know that the impudent Doril- 
{a raviſheth my Gernando from my boſom. 
As on the other fide, I conclude that Re- 
ſ-lba takes away from you your Anſelms : 
Let's up and think of a remedy on ſome 
ſharpe revenge, and then from the be- 
pinning relating the Hiſtory of her 
firſt ſuſpitions, and the manner how 
ſhe certified her {clf, of their practice 
ſhe inſtill'd ſo much diſdain in Ce- 
linas's breſt, that maturing it with 
judgment, ſhe renders her an infepara- 
ble Ccmpanion to any undertaking : 
They went to very ſtrict waies, and at 
Jaſt concluded that diſlembling their in- 
ward rankor, they ſhould both prepare 
at the firſt night of their husbands fai- 
gned depaiture, to change upon ſome 
coJour their own beds with their ſhame- 
leis ſervants ; not onely that they might 
inthedark with the more ſavory car- 

reſics enjoy by this innocent cheat their 
own husbands with the ſweeter content. 
ment; but that either of them at par- 
ting ſhould gently diſcover themſelves, 
cenvincing their diſloyal husbands . 
with the like approved delights, that 
tney hadno reaſon to counterpoiſe by 


this 
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this amorous recreation, dearly obliging 
them thereby to caſt off their injurious 
rivals. Five dayes were fcarce paſt, 
when the defired night came. The 
two Cavaliers parted that they might 
toon return to their appointments, when 
their wives pelently began to bring a- 
bout their delignes. Celinda commands 
Roſalba that changing beds for that ni; hr, 
fhe ſhou!d go he 1n hers, for that ſhe be- 
ing deſirous of reſt, intended to get far 
from the noſe of the ſireer, but finding 
{ome difficulty 1a being obUy'd, the was 
fa1gn to uſe her autho! ity : Dgril/a obey'd 
more then willingly 05 Leonoye, arrogar 
ting lo much to her ſelf the affection of 
Anſelmo, ſhe doubted noi at all to looſe 
him for the loye of another; Þut rather 
thought to legitimate her efcape by her 
Ladies fault , and eficatiouſ]y went to 
eftect it to that end, that at Jaſt being 
freed from fear of her reproofs, ſhe 
might enjoy them under that proteCti- 
on, At midnight the Lovers according 
to their cuſtom came, and beleeving as 
they concelv'd to enjoy their wonted 
embraces, they found themſelves after 
ſuch a manner carreſſet with ſo much ad. 


vantage that they found themſelves ob- 
lig'd 
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lig'd to correſpond with far more ex. 
preſſions then uſual. For that their wives 
knowing the perſons they were to act, 
put by the ſeriouſneſs of marriage, and 
let themſelves looſeto the exceſles of an 
1mpudent Jaſciviouſneſs, not onely by 
not contradicting any amorous Ppropoſia 
tion, but by invitation, fore-runing e- 
very way what they thought would moſt 
a::2ment the pleaſure of their ſuppoſed 
I':.vands, To conclude, they would 
©: them proofs of the knowiedge , 
t 37 £y/22 not the ſubſtance of truth, but 
ar! er<tical 5pinion which perſwaded 
tho tacy found more plealures 1n O- 
the!s, Wiiich made them tranſgreſs the 
legitimacy of their lover, 

Now tne courie of the hours towards 
morning runapace, when Gerparxas lece 
king on the white flank of Reſalba with 
his hand the riſe of a certain pretty 
mole ſhe had there, which was che jnclte- 
ment and delights of his highly priz'd 
pleaſures, not finding it as he was wont, 
he awhile temain'd aſtoniſh'd with won- 
der, where revolving certain perticulars 
in his minde, he thought that as it was, 
without a voluntary crime, if inſteed of 
Roſalbs he might have enjoy'd Celinds 


CAnſeims 
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Anſelmo's wite ;, fo Aryſe/ms by a ſtudied 
perfidioulneſs, inſteed cf Dora, per- 
haps did enjoy his wife Leonora3 waence 
upon the urgency of ſo weighty a lulp!- 
tion, hardly ſuppreſſing the grinding of 
his diſdain, without even bidding her 
farewel, he clothes himſelf and away 3 
Celinda perceived it, but penetrates not 
the Occaſion of his alteration, whom ſhe 
truly beleeved her husband, whence ihe 
thought it not much to hazaid that oi- 
fice with him which Leczora and (he had 
preordained, that they might regain 
their husbands Hoſt affections. He quick- 
ly goes with his naked ſword ro the 
Chamber where Anſe/mo uſed ro ule Do- 
7i/la, and finding the door ſhut , ſtopt a 
while at the threſhold to certifie himſelf 
the better, the Chamber was enlicht- 
ned with the full rays of the Meon, and- 
ient forth ſucha doubtful light, acknow- 
ledging the pre-dominion of adaitkneſs, 
{o that he could not ſoclear]y fee, but yer 
diſtinctly hear, Beleeving her husband 
ſuthctently diſpos'd, by her treatment 
amovoully diſcovering her voice, ſhe bc- 
gan; perhaps thou haſt wanted nothing 
this night my dear that thou ſhouldeſt 

{leck 
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ſeek contentment abroad, Iam thy Leg. 
wera. Gernande was no longer 1n doubt, 
but furiouſly precipitating himſelf in 
the Chamber, he cries; what am I thus 
betraid? And at the ſame time with a 
furious thruſt he runs CA yſelmo through, 
who till chen was ſtupified at Leonora's 
unexpeited language, being riſen up to 
ſit on the bed, falls again, expiring on 
theground ; and whilit in the uncerrain- 
ty of the ſhades he ſeeks to kill him; 
Behol'i ! Leoxozra, who belceving the 
woun::<15 voice, that of the wounder, 
an troin che opinion ſhe had , that the 
had certainly lain withGeraapdo,and that 
he was betraid , having taken up a ſcru'd 

un, which was hung on a naile neer 
the bed for their uſe, ſhe ſtrikes a fatal 
blow to revenge Gernazis's death, and 
therewith kil]s even her Geraando : She 
ſtrikes him to death in the mid'ſt of his 
forehead 3; They both ſuffer'd the 
pangs of dearth, and ſhe remain'd blood- 
leſs and even withont a ſoul, When 
Doril/s being awakened by the noiſe, 
takes the Candle which burnt for an 
Offering before the 1improvident Tutc- 


{ac Goddeſs, and running to the Cham- 
ber 
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ber ſhe fhows out of the darkneſs to Le- 
onora her complicated errors, which wit- 
neſt her that night both an Adulrtereſs, 
a Murthereſs, and Traitereſs, although 
unvolontarily of the honor,of the Faith 
and Life of her dear Gernando. Being 
immoveable at the horror of this Spe- 
acle, as if ſhe had been of Marble, 
retired into her ſelf, that it might be 
Eternized with her ; Her Grief and 
Lamentations ſilently meditated, and 
reſolv'd I know not what of fierce and 
formidable : when on a ſudden ſhe 
takes, like Lightning , the Sword 
out of her dying Husbands hands, and 
laying the Pomel againſt the ground, 
furiouſſy Crying out, O Gernanao, 
Gernande | She falls on the Point, yet 
reaking with Anſelzo's Blood, thus run 
through, ſhe alſo expires. 

From this ſad cauſe occaſioned by 
the concourſe of ſo many unhappy 
deceits, Celinda being imform'd , ſhe 
dyes not of Griet ; yet at leaſt dyes 
to all Comfort, leading ſtil] a moſt m1- 
{erable life in Naples. And who 
knows, It Heaven by her long A. 
gony would not ſti]l intimate ro Mor- 
tal Men! That all Friendſhip , al- 


though 
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though bred from honeſt pleaſures . 
ends in Tragedies, it it happen 
that paſling the bonds of Vertue _ 
it be but once accompanied with 


Vice. 


ARMIDORO 
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NOVEL V. 


The ARGUMENT. 


Armidoro being one #ight invited into 4 
houſe, finaes his life in danger, but having 
eſcapea it, meets another ; valiantly aefenas 
himſelf, and cfterwards becomes the means 
to make up a haypy marriage berwixs Ric- 
carGo apd Litetta. | 


Err.kMIDORO a young man 

A tf Of Palymo, was about ſome 
buſineſs of his own at Piſa, who 
upen an evening , it being the 


hotteſt ſeaſon of the year, when men 
are forc'd to make day of night, goes a- 
broad, taking a Spaniſh Gittar, playing 

upon 
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1p0n it, according to the cutiom of his 
Country ; having a while after thig 
manner walked about the Town, at-the 
head of a ſircet which ended on the 
Banks of the Arno, he heard himſelf 
call'd ftroma houſe, with theſe words ; 
Isit you? Armidoro, who was a C2prici-. 
ous young man, and thoughtit might be 
{ovine love trick ; Yes that it 1s : then ſhe 
entreated him to come up, the heedleſs 
young man without thinking of harn, 
comes to the door, which he findes open, 
centers the houſe, and being come up 
ſtaires intoa great Ha!], perſently found 
himſelf incompaſied by three young 
men, which were brethren, who aſſaul- 
ting him with their naked ſwords, ſaid, 
O thou villain, now ſhall we reward thee 
for violating our ſiſters honor 5 Armido- 
ro, although he was ſomewhat ſtartled 
at fo unlook'd for an accident, yet per- 
celving that he was taken for another 
man, he takes heart and ſays : Hold ! 
Sirs, for Tam not the young man you 
ſeek: The young men thereupon with 
held their hands, and one of them ſaid, 
what art not thou he which didſt com to 
ſhame ourFamily,introduc'd to ſerve our 
liſters lechery ? 1 (reply'd Armidera)am a 
yourg 


i- 
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FOUNT $714. in, W ho ſtay: z1Cre for ſome 
-fairs of mine, and am within a few 
ies tO Feturn romy Countrey e I know 
not who you are, nor who 1s your fiiter, 
| cane 1; here Lecaufe [ was cail'd, and 
| thoug he i might with ſecurity come 1n 
4 Country , Where there 1s no wrong 
{one TO toany man. An old man com- 
ng h<renpon in,the young mens Father, 
.ct Liſatalays he. be call'd. She comes : 
She ws 2 molt beautiful young OT , of 
about fifteen years of age, To whom 
the old man turu'd, laying, Is this 
that wicked fellow that lyes with you ? 
Liſctta at this queſtion , her looks were 


3 
enJam'd like a burning fire-brand , and 


looking ſtedfaſtly upon Armigoro, anſwe- 
red,that ſhe had never ſeen him : where- 
upon the oId man was going to make ex= 
cuſes and ſend away, Armidys . but 
that one of the young men ſaid, 1t ought 
no wayes to bedone : If ſays he, he 
pocs alive from tence, ks will diſcover 
our {hame torhe worid ; let him there- 
fore dis, and let his blood cover our 
fault : But the old man prying his fon 
good words, ſaid, that they could ne 
ver Cover their errors with the blood oi 
innocents : for that as many drons of 
; C7 Moods 
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blood as the innocent's wounds ſhould 
bleed, they would prove as many 
tongues, which ſhould call the Divine 
Juſtice to vengeance , and to the diſco- 
very of their wickedneſs: whereupon, 
Armidoro, without any more to do was 
licenc'd, being onely perſwaded to ſe- 
crecy. The young man being come out 
of doors, and having percctv'd that he 
had eſcap'd a great danger, was reſolv'd 
for that night to adventure himſelf no 
more, taking his way to his own lod- 
ging; where being arrivd, ard his hand 
already on the door opening it to goin, 
he unexpectedly felt himſelf aflaulted, 
by a blow behinde, which hardly miſt 
his head, followed with theſe words; 
Traytor, hold, Traytor. Armiioro, who 
was a refolute young man,and of a great 
courage, preſently draws his {word, and 
turning upon him who had wounded 
him : Thou lyeſt, he cries out, What 
Traytor was Iever? Thus the diſpute 
began equally berwixt chem. "The un- 
known manu happened to be deeply 
wounded inthe throat, and 11 the flank, 
ſo that thinking himſelf dexd , he caſt a- 
way his arans, and begg'd Ar-:10rs's par- 
don. He that knew not why they 
tvught 
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{cught, not onely gave it him, but defi- 
rous to know who he was, went himſelf 
to fince the next Chirurgion, to come to 
his cure, Now when the Chirurgion was 
{ſearching the wounds of this unknown 
Cavalier, he was found to be Riccardo, a 
noble young man of Piſa; Armidero de- 
manded him the reafon, why ke had af- 
ter that manner provok'd him 2 The 
reaſon was, reply'd Riccarao, an amo- 
rous Jealouſfie, 1 ought that night, ſays 
he, to have gone to the houſe where 
you were, forthe intereſt of Love; by 
my Miſtriſles appointment I was to pals 
through the ſtreets playing, after the 
ſame manner asycu did ; now having 
ſeen you paſs before my houſe,out of cu. 
riolity I followed you, and ſeeirig you 
enterand ſtay a good while 1n Liſetta's 
houſe, Ithought you had enjoy'd her; 
whereupon, being enrag'd, I refolv'd 
10 my heat tro murther yoy, but Fortune 
would not ſecond the maiignity of my 
will; foraſmuch as you had reaſon on 
your ſide, every man having reaſon to 
take the good things which eccafion of- 
ters. Armidoro knowing by Riccardo's dil- 
courſe, the true occaſion of what had 
befaln him, and thinking, that perhaps 
Q 2 it 
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it might draw out of truuble a whole fas 
mily, it he took the way which Fortune A 
attorded hum for its deliverance, He 
tells Riccardo, that if hi: lov'd Liſetta, as 
Ir ſeem'd he did, why did he not ask her 
11 marriage ? Riccardo antwer'd, that he 
thought to have done it, but lince that 
ſhe committed with other men, he would 
icener no more. Armigoro having hand- 
ſomly got him to his home , which was 
not far trom Liſctta's houie, his wounds 
being already dreft, promiſing a ſudden 
cure, he relates to him what had befaln 
him, and withal the danger wherein he 
had {cen Lifetta, unleſs the were pre- 
ſently helped by ſome ſpeedy reſolutt- 
on, and thatit he thought well of it, he- 
wouid go and demand her of her parents 
for kim to wite, which being granted, 
all occitions of diltaſt would immediates 
ly cealc. Riccardo being very glad to 
hear, afwel chat Z/{::t2 had not fallified 
her faith, as above :r:2afure he was grie- 
ved at the diicovery of his love practi- 
ces, an{wer'd Armdvro, that he wholly 
r-mitted the whole managing of the bu- 
ine'Sto him. Now 2s Armidoro was YO» 
ig ns way to the houle of Coſmo, for 
13 was tne old man Le{cita's father call'd, 
he 
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he meets a maid, who was ſecretly got- 
ten out of the houſe, to ftinde ont Rrc- 
cards, toadvertiic him of Zifctts's dan- 
ger, and to intreat him , asS guilty of 
thote practiſes, to reſteve her. He knew 
from her that Zz{ctta's eldeſt brother, A- 
naſtaſio, had thar day entred her Chamn- 
ber, and found her reading a Jetrer, 
which he ſnatch'd out of her hand ; 
wherein was wiltten.as followeth. 


My Soul, 

Ou ſhall ſee me this night play- 
ing according to my cuſtome ; 
May it but pleaſe lowe, that this, as 
i 35 not the firſt, may not bethe laſt 
of my felicaties. 


Amnaſtaſio having ſhew'd this to his ft. 
ther, and to his brethren, theyajgued 
that Lzſerta had faln into the ſweet In of 
love, & were reſolv'd to puniſh her with 
death, but when by neither. threatning , 
nor flattering they could extort nothing 
from her, they reſolv'd to expect till he 
came by playing, whom inviting up, they 
intended to kill , whereupon they 

G 3 were 
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were cheated by Fortune, who caulicd 
Armiders to goby inſteed of Riccardo; to 
that they were all in a confuſion , but 
that they were reſolv'd to fend the un- 
happy Lz/etta out of this world, Azrmi. 
doro being the more inflam'd, hearing of 
the young Ladies danger to procure the 
reconciliation of this funeral brov], in 
four ſteps reached Coſmo's houſe, to 
whom in preſence of hisſons, he relates 
the accident happen'd to him with Rzc- 
cardo,and in his name demands 1. ;[etta for 
him to wife, which ſaid he,if you do,you 
will rake away al dangers wherwith this 
Family 1s threatned, and all blemiſl.e; 
which you can pretend might defile 1. 
Coſmo preſently having call'd Liſctta, 
would trcm herknow, whether Riccar- 
do was truly the man that enjoy'd her, 
which ſhe being ſecur'd by Armiders, at 
laſt confeſt. Since there remains, ſays 
the old man, noother remedy to waſh 
away this ſtain of diſhenor from our 
blood, contracted by thy fault, I am 
content that Riccardo be thy huſband. 
Armidoro having giving thanks to Coſmo, 
fliyes quickly back again to Riccardo, who 
in a Sedan was ſoon brought thither; for 
by any means he preſently would be at 
Coſmo s 
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Coſmo's houſe, To Liſetta, who was 
come from death to life, every moment 
ſeem'd an age, till ſhe ſaw her Rriccardoy 
although hearing that he was grievoul- 
ly wounded, it very much diſturb'd her 
contentment. He at laſt being come, 
and after having begg'd pardon of Coſ- 
mo for his paſt errors, heeſpous'd her 
in the preſence of all her parents, chan- 
ging the appearance of death into the 
pomps of jollity. After which theſe Lo- 
vers liv'd long , Felicitated by Heaven 


with a fair Progeny. 


f 


G4 AURELIA. 


NOVEL. VI. 


The ARGUMENT. 


Aurelia carefully obſer veth the b-havicur <f 
ker dauzhter the love ſick Ermeliva ; aps 
F429 ans a love letter about her Jas 

wove with her Lever, whom Fs 7X 
er /elf Ermelina) ſhe 'nvites to her bed : 
put a EET another g1ves way to Its 
 axuahtcys, being enjoy'd "wherenpon. finally 
hey both marry. 


A URELIA wasdavghter to the 
"\ Prince of Azcaftle, and ſo hizh- 

4, Iy endued with the g00ds of the 
arc ct rhe Body, and of For- 

LO > : the ſearce attain'd to her 
thi: 
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thirteentin year, bu t ine rats'd the noPeEs 
o many,x10 pretended to aſpire to the 
:c2 05 fo great a treaſure : And 
101uU72 her Pa athers wealth, mov'd the 
Vg FIST Gf {oeme to ice her mn marriage ; : 
FO oi. ie beamty o® her countenance , 
"nick tirariz's over the affcctions of all, 
_ that favor'd by all the Graces, ſhe was 
1£060n'd their inferiour 1n nothing but 
UUIMDerN. 
c aſcenſion to this amorous heaven 
: granted to Edoardo, the nobleſt, but 
nidetiot all her pretenders. The fate 
ak tn 0} 'C fr Yy0ra <. WRO arc onely polleſt 
7 the Ti:ozs. This union a ppear'd to 
ho 4 vorid monſttous, which did be- 
3CeVE Edbaris fitter for his grave, then 
a Nuptialt bed. Hewasin his three and 
Riticeh ycar, which with the winter, 
which = wore 1n the wrinkles of his 
t202, 334 on the ſnow of his hair, to the 
bei ict of al}, rendred this union necel- 
{+cily harſh with this ipring of beauty, 
v hc was without fruit or lower. | Au- 
7:{;a readily applyes her ſelf to the cold 
<mbraces of an old man, and their age 
a:tording them no higher defires, ſhe 
Piac'd 4d the comforts of her marriage in 
the riches of -her habit, the choice of 


her 


LT 
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her jewels, the abundance of her trea. 
ſure, and number of her ſervants, with 
her continual attendance on her huſl. 
band. Who already grown jealous, 
thought himſelf never fecure of her, 
when ihe was but out of ſight. This con- 
tinual practice oblig'd Zdeardo to many, 
and often endeavours, and taskes beyond 
his ſtrength and age ; ſo that the con. 
ſummation of his marriage terminated 
with that of his funeral. Edoardo's death 
Was accompanied with ſuch ſenfible ex- 
preſſions of his loving wife, that wee- 
ping. ſighing, mourning,and tearing her 
hair, were the leaſt arguments of her 
orief. She would even have gone with 
him to the grave, had ſhe not been con- 
{cious, how neer ſhe was to the time of 
her delivery, which flatter'd her with the 
hopes to revive him apain 1n the birth of 
a fon. But her deſires were betray'd 
by the birth of a girle, who yet (in her 
very {wath-bands) forc'd all who be- 
held her to a hight and ſingular opinion 
of a threatning MAY 77 would not 
ſo much as give ear to any.,ſo far was her 
heart, from beleeving, but that all thoſe 
who could ever felicitate her,were dead 


with her Edoardo. She voluntarily bu- 
ried 
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ried her ſelf 1n her houſe, intending no- 
thing but the 1nſtruction of her daugh- 
ter, but with ſo ſtrict a diſcipline, that 
ſhe was already advanced to the thir- 
tcenth of her age, and could nor yet 
b:ag to have ſeen, or to have been ſeen 
by any other men, butthoſe who were 
of the Family. She never went abroad 
but twice o: thrice in a year, and then ſo 
covered 2:id watch'd with ſuch a care, 
Jeaſt even tic arr onely might raviſh her. 
Her chamover {carce gave admittance to 
theSun, 1 far wasit from the eyes of 
morta! men, Ard then the continual 
company of her mother, permitted no 
other diverti{cment, but ſom ſometimes 
chiidiſh paſtimes. 

Fortune the ordinary helper of Lo- 
vers, operated ſo, that Aareliaand Er- 
melina, for ſo was the daughter call'd, 
were violently carried to the window, 
by a great notſe, which by how much 
the more violent it was, by ſo much it 
rendred them the more curious. They 
ſaw the life of Alexis their neighbour aſ- 
ſaſcinated by the ſwords of many, whilſt 
he defended himſelf with a courage far 
beyond his age. The youth and beauty 
of Alex/omovy'd a ſudden pitty in the 


breſt 
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breſt of Aurclia ;, to that commanding 
her ſervants to let him in, they freed 
him from the hands of the others ; who 
having wounded him in one hand, and 
grievoully in the flank, were even ready 
_ tomurther him. 

Alexio atter ſome ſhort complements, 
was eaſily invited to reſt himſelf in bed, 
Hether was his mother brought to at- 
tend his recovery; the Phyſicians deny- 
ing him to ſtir from that houſe, leaſt mo. 
_ tion andair mi2ht the more exaſperate 
his wounds, 

Ermtlina altogether jgnorant of Jove, 
whoſe name was even unknovn to her; 
loſt her felf at the firſt ſight of Alcxio; 
being altogether 1gnorant of love, ſhe 
fals in love; neither could ſhe contend 
againſt the firſt ſtruglings of love; ſo 
thatnow with a curious ear ſhe attends 
the diſcourſe of the Phyfſitian, and now 
ſhe enquires of the ſervants , and ſome- 
times, though very. often reprov'd by 
her Mother, ſhe ſhips into the Cham- 
ber, masking under pretty pretences, 
the deſire ſhe had to ſee him. The nights 
increas'd her diſquicts, ſleep wanting 
ſtrength to ſtill her agitations ; that at 
laſt her minde 1s tiranniz'd by a confuſt- 

on 


(93) 
| cn of thoughts; and if at any time, her 
eyes OVEICCM with watching , not with 
ſleep yeelded, they preſently open'd to 
them other fantaſms, which tormented 
her even more {lumbring then waking, 
Ermelina entertains her ſelf for ſome 
daies1n this amorous phrenſie, 1] Alexo 
upon his recovery, recovers his own 
hoiiſe. He had often obſerv'd in the 
Gries eyes ſome pretty teſtimony , ra- 
therof love, then of Pitty. Bur being 
little practisd, he condemn'd all thoſe 
thoughts as ſulpeted', which per- 
iwaded him he was belov'd. But fed 
with the jncitements of that beauty, 
which would render all undertakings 
excuſable, and keeping houſe the better 
to confirm his recovery, he continu- 
ally recreated himſelf at a Window , 
which anſwer'd Ermelina's Chamber. 
There fhe readily diſcover'd, how he 
mov d by a thouſand impatiences, made 
no other vowes,, butto ſee her : Find- 
Ig a way to open @ window oppoſite to 
her lovers, which had 'been adviſedly 
ſhut up by her Mothers jealouſfie . ſhe 
took occation to ſee him art her pleaſure ; 
but was forbid to ſpeak with him, either 
Dy her own modeſty, or the fear of her ' 
Mother, 
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Mother,He alſo by his treacherous love, 
being rendred 5H gave his eyes theli. 
berty of all the functions of his tongue, 
At laſt overcoming himſelf; he in Paper 
exhales his Paſſions : Thus expre tos 


himſelf. 


Lady, 

: VE whe violently tyes my 

tongue, with the ſame tyranny 
moves my band, and forceth me by 
theſe hoeilers to acknowledge the 
waſſalage of my heart , already con- 
trated and ſworn by my eyes : Theſe 
violences were wery neceſſary to ob- 
lige me to this teſtimony, which in re- 
ſpe&i to your ſingular merit cannot be 
but temerous : Beauty which 15 the 


ſplendor of Divine light , diſdains 
to be ador d and worſhip d with ordi- 
nary terms of humanity. TI know it 
well ; yet can I practiſe no other 
way: Lettheſe expreſſions, faireſt 
Fair, be grateful to you, which iſ- 

ſues 
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ſues from a ſoul, which gloryes more 
in being ſubject to you, then in its 
own being Refreſh theſe hopes with 
your Anſwer, which 1s onely able to 
ſave the life of 


Your molt devoted 
and moſt oblig'd 


ALEXIO. 


This letter was convoyed to Ermelina 
without difhculty, for having expected 
the occaſion,asſhe was Jooking out of the 
Window he darted it gently to her breſt. 
The Girl no leſs curious then amorous, 
roox liberty, and ſtrait her eyes ran to 
the reading of it , whilit her ſou! was 
raviſh'd with theſe Characters, ſhe minds 
not her Mothers oblerving her, whoe- 
very moment examin'd 3r:d ceniur'd the 
actions and pailages of her daughrer. 
The firſt effc&t of C,rrcdia's defpight , 
was,to [natch tte letter out of her hand, 
adding io many mnjuries and threat- 
nings, tht re:rs and ſigns were the leaſt 
witneſles of Ermchna's iufferings. The 
loſs of her Letter, p:ognoſticating the 

ihip- 
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ſhipwrack of. her love and hopes the 
greateſt of her paſſton. Aurclia Jeavi mg 
ner 1n 2 Tc of tears, withar: vs 
her (elf into another Chamber to r6£2. 
the Letter , and to diſcover hoxy 1c bad 
been conveyed. Scarce did the jets, It 
tobe Alexio's, but her minde was 2git: 
ted with a tho! uland thoughts. Yous 

and Beauty made way for defire to 221: 
poſſeſſion. Repentance aſſiulted her, tw 
have ſo many years neglected her life 
from the enjoyment thereot; a:l other 
pleaſures were tao apparent, beltdes 
thoſe which a conjugal love produt 'Cth. 
On the other fide , the miſdoubred the 
free cenſure of the world 1 'n taking fuch 
a reſolution, after thirteen years ftay ; 
She fear'd her daughters temerttv, aid 
the tender yourh of Alexis * : and conli- 
der'd thata fecondMarriage,atter having 
ſo long regretted the fire, was but to 
incur the bold cenſure of fame, and a 
voluntary looſing ot her hiberty. TAS 
part prevails in our affetion ove 
which ſenſe 1s moſt predominant ; he 


reſolves toloſe all, rather then the love 


of Alex10. Taking her Pen ; 1n her 
daughters name.,ſhe thus 1nvites him, 


ALEXI oO, 
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ALEX1o, 


Ho yeeld at the firſt en- 
fcounter , diſcovers the 
© more weaknel(s, and cannot ſhun 
|  ©thecenſure of baſe,and rather de- 
© ſerve hate then love. Bur for all 
* this, who loves ought notat all to 
* diſemble : Love is a fire, the more 
*it is ſuppreſt, epperates with the 
*greater force: Theſe therefore 
*come to aſſure you that I heartily 
| *loveyou; andhad I notbeen mo- 
* ved by the doubt that I ſhould have 
*1ncurr'd your diſdain ; your letter 

* ſhould not have prevented mine. 

* Now if you have a thought to le- 
©oitimate our love by matrimony;l 

* ſhall chis night expe& youat our 

* oarden pate,which you ſhall finde 

* open : Otherwiſe,condemn your 
*affeFion as remerous , and put 
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© far from you the hopes ever to 


* poſlels 


ERMELINAs. 


This lettter baving been ſubrilly con- 
veyed to the hands of Alexio, infteed 
to rejoyce. him, raigd a confufion of 
thoughts in his minde and berefr him of 
his reſt, were tit ettherout of his little 
practiſe in love matters, or that he faw 
the poſleſſion of the fair ſa ecafily gran- 
ted him, which he valued by ſo much 
the more, as he ſuppoſed the accefs dit- 
ficult, he confeffed himfelf penitent to 
have advanced ſo far. Whilſt without 
reſolution he was thus ſolicited with a 
thouſand doubts, the Count of Be/ſlowbra 
came to viſit and entertain himſelf with 
him, ayouth of apreat birth but of a 
mean fortune, at firſt encounter having 
diſcovered Alexis agitated with ſome 
paſſion, ke with ſome reſentment and 
extraordinary commotion enquires the 
cauſe. Alexio with a like facility both in 
being diſturb'd, and in diſcovering of it, 
communicates all the motives to the 
Count, which engaged himin thoſe trou- 


bles of his minde,defiring hin as a friend 
—" 
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by his adviſe toreduce him tothe beſt 
reſolution. The Count perſwading him- 
ſelf that it was a good occaſion to better 
his own condition, and coveting that for 
himſelt which was oftcred to ancther, ad. 
moniſheth Alex/#not to venture on the 
invitation of achild, rather deſerving 
diſdain then ove, ſince with fo much fas 
cility ſhe proſtituted her {elf to the will 
of a lover ; that to iniraduce one at 
night, whom ſhe intends for a husband, 
gave an evident fign that ſhe had admit- 
ted others : Beſides he being not afſured 
of the il which might happen, he run the 
hazzrd to lole himle]t, if followimg the 
Juſts of his ſenſe he ſheuid accept of the 
offer : he added thereunto fo many con+ 
fiderations, which meeting with Alex:o's 
little courage, eafily petfwaded him to 
reſolve abſolutely ro atandon theenter- 
priſe; and fo mich the more for that 
with ſo much difkcu}ty and diſpleaſure 
her mother had devyed him leave to go 
from thence. The Count a while after 
taking leave pretending lome imploy- 
ment, and the night being come he goes 
to Aurelia's Garden door, who rec:1ved 
him with open arms belceving it to be 
Alexis, he being no lels deceived, ſup- 

H 2 Poling 
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poſing her to be Ermelins ; afrer ſome 
ſhort complements with a low voice, 
both fearing to be diſcover'd, without 
light they retired themſelves to a 
ground Chamber , where on a rarrow 
pillow We gave their ſenſes liberty to 
enjoy the fruits of love. Arlatt ZErmels- 
va beleeving her mother drownd, not 
in pleaſures, bur in {leep, gets out of 
her loathed bed, by reaſon or her ſtrug- 
l1ngs for ſleep, and goes to the window 
at the very ſame time when Alexio was 
come thither, diſturb'd with no i-is agt- 
tations, Ermielina ſometimes (:gh'd both 
for the injuries ſhe had recerv'd trom her 
mother, and for that ſhe deſpair the 
end of her loves, ſince they had had ſo 
unfortunate a beginning. CMlexio per- 
{waded himſelf that theſe ſighs procee- 
ded cauſe he had not anſwered her ge- 
fires,& not without violence to ::1m{elf, 
told her, Madam, I know not wh«<iker 
I ſhould complain of Fortune or ot my 
little merit which renders me unwo!ti:y 
toreceive the favours of love. Ermr!,: 
thinking he reprov'd her for not haviny 
ſent him an anſwer, replies, Love ts i 
greateſt of all things, ai:d Fnce for wr» 
{atisfattion he 1s unlike himſelf, I know 

not 
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not what to criminate but deſtiny, which 
will that I ſhould love without hopes, 
He anſwers, there 1s no love without 
hopes, fince from them alone he ac- 
knowledgeth the true ſubſtance of his 
being- And what would you, ſays ſhe, 
have me hope, ſince all accidents con- 
ſpire my miſchief to render me deſperat. 
He replies, to be fully anſweredin love, 
is 1t not then enough to quit yon herein 
a full calm. But who aſſures merhat, ſays 
ſhe, the promiſes of Lovers are the frisks 
of the wind.l, replies Alexio,who dedicate 
my ſelf unto you. Theſe, ſaid Ermeiina, 
are words which loſe themſelves in the 
air where they are fomr'd, You ſhall ſee 
the effect, ſays he, did I hot fear to be 
too temerous. And what would you do 
ſaid ſhe. I would get into your Cham- 
ber, and there conclude our loves, and 
ſave my heart from the ſhipwrack of 
hopes and fears. Hereat Ermelina pav- 
{ed a while, doubtful whether ſhe ſhould 
refuſe or receive this offer, and then ſhe 
tells him, to ſo great a propoſition I have 
not courage enough at this time to an- 
{wer. He who by the vertue of love had 


caſt off all fear, and cloathing himſelf 


with boldneſs, which was the more 
H 3 hightned 
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nightned perceiving himfelf paſſionate. 
ly lov'd, Anſwers her. Who will be wa. 
ry, loves, not love admits of no conſults, 
and 1n love matters all that 1s deferred is 
loſt : there was no way left, either ſhe 
muſt grant his demand, or conteſs ſhe 
lovid him not. Ermelina anſwered, 
although my delice to be yours 1s far be- 
yond my expreſſion, I can never conſent 
that you ſhould reſolv co enter this caſe. 
ment to bring equally your reputation 
and my lifein danger. cM/exio confide- 
ring theſe words were rather 1njurious, 
although they ſeem'd denials; dy the 
help of a ſtool! climb'd to Ermelina's win- 
dow, and ſoenters the Chamber : there 
atter ſome faign'd diſdains and repulſes, 
which the more incited him, Ermelina 
was content he ſhould reap thoſe fruits 
which Lovers moſt defire. 

In the mean time Awre/ia had partly 
tatisfied thoſe itchings, which proceed 
from no other realon but that of fenſe. 
when fearing leaſt her action might be 
diſcover'd 3 leaving the Count to his 
reſt, ſhe ſoftly viſics the houſe, at laſt ſhe 
arrived at the furtheſt parts, which was 
her daughters Chamber, at that time 
when with a ſtruggling murmur of "_ 

tne 
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the Lovers were preparing themſelves 
co new amorousaſſaults. It ſeem'd ſtrange 
to her that her daughter being in {o ten- 
der an age durſt be 1o bold as to give her 
ſelfuptothe embraces of a lover : But 
confidering that errors of love deſerv'd 
all indulgence, and alſo knowing her 
ſelf guilty of the ſame eſcapes, ſhe re- 
ſolv'd in her ſelf, rodiilembleche faults 
of others,thar ſhe might nor diſcover her 
own : Yet for all this ſhe would netds 
know who was her daughters choice , 
whether with a fit election ſhe in ſome 
{ort civiliz'd her bold reſolution. Scarce 
did ſhe perceive him to be Alexro, when 
being deceiv'd , beleeviog him her Lo- 
ver, ſhe ſacrificed her ſelf ro fury, 
rendring her elf like thoſe who are tor- 
mented with a Jegion of Spirits ; ſhe 
tears her hair, beats her ſelf, ſtrikes her 
 breſt, neglets no demonſtration to dif- 
cover her diſdain and expreſs her grief, 
and at lailt with injuries and reproots ſhe 
thus declares her paſſion. 

Perfidious man! After having enjoy'd 
the mother, muſt thou contaminate alſo 
the daughters innocency. Why did Na- 
ture or Fortune render this wicked de- 
celver ſo lovely. Are thele the promiſes 
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of the love you made me , but now are 
theſe treacheries, the teſtimonies of thy 
Faith. O Heavens ! I ſhall beleeve your 
motions inſenſible, and your influences 
hid it you do not thunderſtrike this wic- 
ked & ſacrilegious fellow, Ermelinaat the 
hearing of her mothers words,and belie- 
ving her ſelf abuſed by Alexio ; gives 
her {elf overto tears, and crying with 
ſuch lively declarations of grief, that it 
would even have entroduc'd pitty into 
inſenfible things, ſaying. 

Why,O cruel man! Haſt thou betray'd 
the ſimplicity and innocency of a girle ? 
Why didſt thou deceive me with a trea- 
chery, ſo much the more execrable , as 
being mask'd with love 2 When, where, 
O wicked wretch, haſt thou learn'd theſe 
inhumane manners, not us'd even by 
thoſe creatures which heaven endu'd not 
with reaſon. Pardon theſe effets, dear 
Mother, where ſenſuality did never be- 
Hevit ſhould have offended the reaſon of 
nature, and hindred the ſatisfaction of 
her who gave me my being. 

She would have continued, had 
not Alexis, who till then remain'd, 
like a tone, immovezble, interrupred 
her ; My Ermelina, who misdonbts my 

F aith, 
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Faith, may as well doubt whether live 
orno: Idegelare my elf thine, and offer 
my ſelf ready to authenticate the pro. 
miſe of this vow by marriage, where I 
will make nodelay , but what may ariſe 
from your want of courage. The dif- 
dain of Ayyelia encreaſed the more at 
theſe words, whence redoubling her 
cries, with her hands ſhe flew to ſatisfie 
the defire of her paſſion. Ermelina's love 
permitted her not ſo much forbearance 
roſee Alexis injur'd without defending 
him, interpoſeth her ſelf ro quiet her 
mother, but ſhe at every moment rece1- 
ving newalterations, was ready to take 
ſome ſtrange reſolution, had not the 
Count's unexpected arrival iropt and {t1- 
lenc'd them. He having ſtaid with im- 
patience a long while the return of his 


miſtris, but not ſeeing herappear, he. 


went out of the Chamber to meet her, 
not without ſome doubt that her ſtay 
portended him ſome diſaſter : ſcarce did 
he hear the outcry, but he the more cre- 
dited the ſuſpition 5 whereupon with 
celerity he caine where Anrelia with 
rooth and nail vented the fury of her 
diſdain, All wereamaz'd at the fighr 
of him, and the Count terrified at that 


of 
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of Alexis, Whence Marcia took time 
to ask him how he came into the houſe: 
He anſwer'd,invited by £rmelina.lts a lie, 
anſwer'd the Girle, and beſides Cdlexjo, 
there is none can boaſt either of my 
love,or of the loſs of my honeſty. The 
lye1a the mouth of a Girle , replies he, 
injures not : Beſides the carratters de- 
clare you guilty. Saying ſo, he draws 
out the letter, and beginning to read 
it, Was interrupted by Alexio ; who 
told him, faithleſs friend that letter is 
mine, Tts true ſaid the Count, but you 
refuſing to come, I came in your ſteed 
,and have <njoy'd her with promiſe of 
Marriage, Then anſwers Alexio, muſt 
Ermelina have two husbands; having 
been upon the ſame pretence enjoyed by 
me. Avwrelia finding that ſhe had been 
deceived, intending to deceive, and uns» 
willing that the publication of this acc1. 
dent ſhould ſerve for the idle entertain- 
ment of publick diſcourſe, tells the 
Count and Alexz2; Sirs, if with actions 
worthy of Cavaliers you will keep your 
words to marry, I will do ſo, that who 
you have enjoy'd ſhall be yours. I reply- 
ed the Count, confirm what I haye pro- 


miſed.,and eſteem it as an honor, Ap 
ai 
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ſaid the ſame, Yet with change af coun- 
tenance in both, knowing that Ermelins 
could belong but to one. The wonder 
ceasd when Aurelia diſcover'd that ſhe 
had writ the letter, and been enjoy'd by 
the Count ſuppoſing him to have bin A- 
lexie. The Count purſuing his end which 
was toenrich himſelf, mad? no diſtin- 
tion between the mother and the daugh- 
ter,and fo was fatisfied. Thus the wed- 
dings were witha common joy conclu- 
ded; making them know, that the love 
of ſenſe, when it ſurpaſleth not che con- 
ny of what is juſt, hath alwayes a good 
end. 
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NOVEL VILI. 
The ARGUMENT. 


A Dream imprints in the inde of Euridea, 
that Niarpe attempted to mnriher hey ; 
whereupon ſhe changed the lave ſhe bore him 
znto hatred. Hecexpoſing himſelf to death 
£2 deliver Euridea , makes himſelf found. 
guiltleſs, and ſo he & received og ain into her 


favnr. 
() dwelta Lady of a mean beauty, 

but endew'd with ſo many 
900d yFraces, and ſuch ſweetneſs of man- 
Ps, Gat the raviſhd theaffeRtions of 
all who beheld her, together with their 
liberties. 


N The River of Gezu0a, there 
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liberties. She was wooed and courted 
by many Cavaliers, which if they were 
not ſatisfied with a compleat correſpon- 
dence, yet were they anſwered with a 
diſcreet rigour : ſhe rendred her felt e- 
ven lovely in her refuſals, her ſeverity 
being clothed with ſo gracious a mode- 
ſty, oblig'd mindes, even in tormenting 
them. 

Niarpe onely, a youth of a moſt lively 
ſpirit, and of high blood, was favourd 
by heaven to deſerve her love, which 
was long'd for by many, even with Ido- 
latry, Whether it were his happy de- 
ſtiny, or the ſweet violence of the ſym- 
pathy of his Genius « heat firſt, ſcarce 
without ſeeking it, gain'd the reciprocal 
aftetion of Evridea, for ſo was the Lady 
call'd. Sighs laſted nor long , their air 
wanted none, fince he ſcarce entred the 
Seaof Love, but he happily arrives at 
the port : He was raisd to pleaſures be- 
fore he was ſenſibleof pain, taſting ho- 
ny without wormwood , which uſually 
prevents or accompanies the content- 
ment of Lovers. Along time was ſpent 
whilſt he deliciated himſelf, cauſing the 
envious to murmur at his fortune, and at 
the partiality of Love,who direRly con. 


trary 
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trary appear'd fo cruel towards them, 
Now they being guided by prolperity, 
ſo ordered their dates, that with extra- 
ordinary delights their life did flow a. 
way in amorous dalliance. 
But atJaſt Fortune who 1s Loves com- 
anion , to give tryal of her wonted 
changeableneſs, with an unthought of 
accident, diſturb'd the happieſt peace of 
cheſe blefied Lovers. Whilſt one night 
amongſt others they ſlept together, ha- 
ving buried their {ences in ſo much the 
more profound a reſt, the ſatisfaction of 
their defires had the more open'd their 
breſts to enjoy a molt ſweet repole, the 
fantaſms of Exridea were diſturb'd by 
melancholy humors which engag'd her 
minde in the horrors of a dream. 
Which preſented her with a f: ightful 
treachery, which made one appear be- 
fore her, who with his Steel chreatned 
ro murther her; all was troubled in her 
ſpirit, which eaſily gave credit to thoſe 
ſhaddows of terror, which ſolicited her 
tongue to call for help with outcries. 
Aloud the caſts forth theſe accents. 
Alas, Iam betray'd. Who will help 

me? Her Lover being ſuddenly wake- 


ned with the noiſe, yet his waking gave 
him 
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him not leave ſo well to diſcern the ori- 
pinal of theſe complaints, but he quick- 
ly obeys his affection, which was the 
life of his motion 3 now by the vigour 
thereof, havirg even {ſleeping known 
the voice of his beloved, ſo that at firlt 
impulſe he was onely ſolicited to her de- 
tence, he takes up his Dagger which al- 
ways lay at his beds head. 

At which very inſtant the Lady di- 
itracted with the fright, whilſt ar-firſt ſhe 
could not diſtinguiſh wherher the acci- 
dent were true or a dream, caſts her eyes 
on her beloved, &ſ{eeinghim by the light 
of a little Jamp, which was in the Cham- 
ber, with his naked Dagger, which he 
hela in his hand asto ſtrike a blow to- 
wards her, it being ſuggeſted her by the 
deceit of the dream , ſhe beleeves it a 
viſion rather then the fright of an imma. 
ginary appearance. His words, which 
might have diſcovered the fraud,ſaying ; 
What troubles thee O my dear, were 
not heard by her, or if heard, not ob- 
ſerv'd, or beleev'd effects of his diſit- 
mulation, wherewith he thought to hide 
the diſcover'd perfidiouſneſs of his trea- 
chery, 

At laſt with a ſudden fury intoxica- 

ted 
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ted with prejudic'd thoughts, which 
perſwaded her that her Love had an 
Intention to murther her. She raging 
throws her ſe!f out of her bed, and with 
a cruel diſdain ſeems greedy to tear 
him 1n peeces with the ſame hands 
wherewith formerly ſhe thought ſhe 
could never be ſatisfied to embrace him; 
and then with her tongue ſhe ſends forth 
her ſhreeks, exagerating herexclamati- 
ons againſt Nijarpe. Perfideous, perverſe, 
and horrid mutherer, couldſt thou finde 
no better way todeſpiſe the faith of a 
Lady beſotted with thy fictionsz had(t 
thou noother means to bring thy trea- 
cheriesto paſs, but in the current of my 
blood 3 with thy Dagger didſt thou 1n- 
tend toimprint the CharraCters of the 
diſdain wherewith thou loatheſt me, 
perhaps, for being too faithful, and 
therein unlike unto thee ; wouldit thou 
thus felicitate our love, and remunerate 
my fidelity, ungrateful Traytor, fiercer 
then furies, inhumanity in human likes 
neſs ! What ! Aſſault a woman with 
ſuch Arms, a woman ſleeping,thinking 
ſhe might ſecurely reſt 1n her Lovers 
arms ; a woman who lov'd and ferv'd 


thee, thinking to diſcover the valew, or 
at 
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at leaſt to deſerve a rewatd for ſo much 
love. Whence, where haſt thou learnt 
examples of ſuch cruelty 2 Who hath 
preſcribed rules of ſomuch ingratitude ? 
Tell me cruel Infidel infamous that thou 
art, when did Iever offend, but in lo- 
ving thee too much, whereby have I 
acquired the proofs of ſo great a trea- 
chery.unleſs for being too kind to thee ? 
I thank the Gods that by an oportune 
adviſe they have delivered me from thy 
wounds, if on the other fide I ſhould not 
wiſh ro have loſt my life, that I might 
ot outlive ſo high an impiety. 

The young man was confus'd, aſto. 
niſh'd, nay, confounded at this accident, 
and both in his colour and 1mmobility 
ſeem'd of Marble, but that ſomeimes 
he would open his mouth to make his 
excuſes, and with truth undeceive thoſe 
falſe conceptions. But the unbridled 
rage of Euridea, tenacious cf the con- 
cerved belief forbad ithim; ever When 
he endeavoured to licence his accents 
out of the priſon of his lips. Peace ſhe 
crys out thou baſe man, dare no more to 
profanarte me with thy lying words; in 
vain thou ſ{eekeſt a cloak for thy fraud, 


thy treachery can no longer be hid. 
[ Tlioſe 
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Thoſe of the houſe were already 
come at her out-cry, to them ſhe relates 
the occaſion of her complaints. He hath 
attempted quoth ſhe ro kill me whilſt I 
ſlept, the hand of heaven hath onely 
delivered and defended me from death. 
At laſt cries out upon Nzayrpe, get thee 
thou wretch out of thele gates contami. 
nated with excecrable miſchief; out of 
this houſe, and never even with thy i- 
magination per{wade thy ſelf thou ſhalt 
be {uffer'd to reentre; be perpetually ba- 
niſh'd my preſence, and may thy exile 
be puniſhment enough for thy perfidi- 
ouſneſs. 

And redoubling theſe orders, com- 
mands him away, while he either heard 
not, being ſtupified, or difſikd, as 
contrary to his hopes. The Afſliſtants 
obſerv'd how Euridea grew more furious 
in her rage, her fires encreaſing which 
enflam'd her, as the others aſhes redu- 
ced him pale, fo that to ſhun worſe en- 
counters they led her to the remoteſt 
rooms of the houſe, that ſhe might ne1- 
ther hear nor ſee the object of her fury, 
which formerly had been the ſubject of 
her love delighte. 

Thus the poor Lover remain'd I know 

. not 
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not with what a ſentiment, if the effect 
of ſoſtrangea ſucceſs rendred him nor 
inſenſible, it muſt be thought 1mpoſlible 
in a heart which was not petrified. In an 
act of ready defence,thinking to delerve 
well, he ſaw the Cataſtrophe of hy for- 
tune, tothe ruine of his felicity, even 
where otherwiſe he thought to ſecure 
himſelf, He could not hate the Lady, 
ſince ſhe was guiltleſs onely 1g being te- 
nacious to ſuch falſe ſuſpitions, a want 
to be aſcrib'd to the imperfeCtion of her 
ſex; ſo that he durſt not vindicate him- 
ſelf againſt that diſdain, which though 
unjuſt didin appearance partly juſtihe 
her. After many thoughts, at laſt that 
he might not raiſe higher outcries to 
rail the neighbourhood , he reſolves to 
obey Euridea's fury : He departs, hoping 
that the knowledge of the truth would 
quickly reconcile him with his belo- 
ved. 

In this condion he expected;two dates 
baniſh'd by this unlucky accident, con- 
fus'd and ſtupified with this addition, 
that he deſpair'd to receive any relief, 
At laſt the thoughts of beliet being riſen 
up, the fervor of anger being abated; 
he tempts her by means of a mel: 

- ſage, 
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ſage, with a letter which bore this 
ſence. 


Dearcit Mapay, 


NIVE meleave to beleewve that 
your minde being clear d, I ball 
be free from fearing the thunder 
which your rigour threatens me with- 

all, I deſire to be abſolv d from 1he 

duty of obeying your commands , 
which you preſcribe me 10 abſent my 

ſelf from your ſight , that 1s to ſay, 
from my Paradice, from Juſtice if not 
from Pitty; I pretend leave to pre- 

\ ſent my ſelf toyou, to witneſs the 
reaſons T have, why I may fiill pre- 

tend to enjoy your favors : I expe 

an opportuxity to aboliſh the conceits 

of ſacriledge, which thought as if 1 

hai intenaed to offend that Diety, 
which I always adord , give me 
leave onely to ſpeak with you , that 

I may but diſcover unto you in what 
manner 
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manner Fortune was pleaſed to de- 
ceive you, and betray me» Then I 
aſſure my ſelf that my incorrupted 
faith wall regain your loſt affeGi1on ; 
which 3s moſt ardently regreted by 


Your moſt Faithful Loyer 
NIARPE. 


At the onely ſight of the ſubſcription, 
Ewridea renews in her Jooks the pomps of 
diſdain,and her heats makes proof there- 
of, Faithful and Lover, ſhe exclaims : 
W hat Faith, what Love dares this 1imp1- 
ous fellow yet boaſt of ! Whereupon 
quickly rearing the paper, wherewith 
her madneſs was not content, but with 
deſpight ſhe muſt even tread it under her 
feer : an 1ll preſage forthe young man, 
who could not hope that his defires 
ſhould be granted, that paper being 
kick'd away wherein all his hopes were 
included : as under a torch he receives 
the charaQters of a new impreſſion,wher. 
in he reads the ſentence of an unretra@. 
able refuſal. Running afterwards over 
a flood of reproofs againſt the woman 

E 2 who 
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who carried the leter, he begins to beliey 
that he was only to condemn that fate 
which had imbarraſs'd him 1a ſuch an un- 
dertaking. After repeated injuries which 
he loaded the poor woman withal, ſhe 
returns to tempt, if at leaſt ſhe might 
procure ſome eaſe to the fury of his di. 
ſtrated paiſions; relating the paſlages, 
ſhe tells him of the immutable ſtate of 
her cruelty, deſpairing of any more pro- 
curing any means able to relieye his de- 
ſires, and ſuccour him 1n his urgency, 
whence conſequences of death were 
like to ſucceed. Yethe again tempts by 
other letters to make his reaſons appear, 
which by ſeveral deceits he gets delive- 
red into the hands of Earidea, But ſhe 
being deluded by appearances, judg'd 
him the more 1nexcuſable, and the trea- 
chery the more true, refuſing for everto 
admit of any excuſe of his,in his behalf; 
on ſuch terins, that ſhe refus'd all let- 
ters whatſoever, or receives them with 
vreat warinels, leaſt they ſhould come 
from him, that ſhe might not be troubled 
with his noyſom 1mportunities: ſhe even. 
hatzd his name with the ſiniſter thought 
of a Traitor; and her ſoul being free by 
phe frauds of deccir, ſhe forbore _ to 
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love him, abherring thoſe violences 
which oblig'd her to diſdain. Whence 
her minde was plagued, leaving no re- 
membrance which ſubjected her not to 
double torments ; the one of the re- 
membrance of his perfidiouſneſs, the 
other of her impoſlibility of hating him, 
who (t1]] appear'd lovely. 

The afflicted Lover got perſons of her 
familiar acquaintance, which undertook 
to undeceive her. To them he ſo ex- 
preſt his grief, thar he even violenc'd 
them to compaſſionate him, and urg'd 
his entreaties with ſo much efficacy, that 
he oblig'd them to grant his requeſts. 
The reſtraint of his prayers was the 
compendium of his delites, to clear his 
innocency, the witneſs was ſufficient, 
ſhewing himſelf ſtill ſo paſſionate a Lo- 
ver, that they could not imagine him a 
Villanous Homicide. They all promiſed 
to move for him, to infinuate in their 
diſcourſes interceſſions in his favour, 
which might prove grateful : yet were 
the iſſues of his hopes vain, the Lady re- 
maining pertinacious in her rage, who 
at the leaſt word at a ſuſpition onely 
which her 1magnation ſuggeſted in fayor 


of Niarpe, denied to hearken toit , and 
I 4 flew 
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flew away that ſhe might not hear it; ſa 
that ſhe oblig'd them all to filence : ſo 
that in concluſion ſhe would admit, of 
none to come 1n her preſence , whoſe 
firſt proteſtations were not abſolute 
promiſes, never to ſpeak of him; cry- 
ing out of him always with the title of 
ungrateful , with attributes of treache- 
1y- You may imagine to what a con- 
dition of Gilg the miſerable man 
was reduc'd, meeting ſo obſtinate a 
ferceneſs : The ſtate of the damn'd, as 
inferiour judgeth the right of this, de- 
{cribing the tortures of that ſcorn'd ſou], 
by ſuch an accident which pricking him 
tothe life, made the moſt ſpiritual part 
of his heart reſent it. In this deſperate 
condition he would a thouſand times 
havedyed, had not even death appear- 
ed horrible, not as to other miſerable 
FRIOns defireable , ſince it muſt have 

een accompanied with the unabolifh'd 
thought of his infidelity. He forc'd him- 
ſelf to live, becauſe he hoped to ſee 
Fortune once glutted with her paſtimes , 
when that tempeſtuous ſea would be- 


come calm, wherein there now appea- 
rednothing byt rocks and wracks. Two 
moneths were paſt, the greateſt part 

En whereof 
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whereof was ſpent in fruitleſs endea- 
vours, which open'd the gate to a total 
deſpair. Heaven at Jaſt commilerated 
the extremity of his torments, ſubmini- 
ſtring an occaſion and a way to diſcover 
the unchangeable purity of his affedt1- 
ons, as far from treachery, as they were 
truly neer the extremity of love, 

There din'd with Earidea a Lady, a 
familiar friend of hers, with the height 
of all the delights which uſually ſecond 
converſation, eſpecially at meals. The 
table was not coſtly, yet full ſerv'd with 
all ſorts of meat, exceeding the terms 
of ordinary moderation, although they 
out went them not in ceremony, The 
courſes of fiſh and fleſh were double, 
in reſpet that its the cuſtome of 
ſome who obſerve ſuch aday, with a 
particular devotion, to abſtain from all 
but lent meats. Eurides was ſo accuſto. 
med, and therefore did not accompany 
her friend 1n taſting of every diſh , who 
Indifferently fed on all : but moſt of all 
fed upon adiſh of Muſhroms, which thar 
very noon were (as he who brought 
them ſaid) ſent by ſome Nunns. In that 
Country they dreſs them ſeveral wayes, 
as If a great quantity priviledged with a 
ſingular 
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ſragular goodneſs, were not ſufficient, 
unleſs the diverſity of ſauces did not 
change their formes, and render them 
orateful to the pallat. Theſe were dreſt 
with eggs and cheeſe, and ſuch like 
things, which caus'd Eurides to forbear 
them : thechance was that they had an 
inward malign quality which produc'd 
ſtrange effects 1n this Ladies ſtomack.. 
A while after dinner being come home, 
ihe was aſfaulted with mortal pains, gri- 
ping of the guts, oppreſſion of the 
heart, which ſent forth over her body a 
cold ſweat, which uſually denotes the 
laſt endeavours wherewith Nature re- 
fiſts the violences of death : the tumul- 
tuous humors of her ſtomack ſwell'd up 
her belly, cans d her eyes to ſtare, made 
her lips pale, and her mouth foam; all 
uſual effe&s of venemous food , ſhe be- 
ing unable to ſpeak, could not expreſs 
the truth, nor the ſuſpition of her unex. 
petted ſickneſs, The women about her 
giving her remedies, as againſt poyſons, 
forc'd down her throat Treackle diſlol- 
vedin Wine, 

The remedy operated according to 
its proper vertue expelling the matrer 


which burthens the complexion , by 
drawing 
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drawing it to the laſt center of its cor- 
ruption. The women cry out the lou- 
der that their Miſtris was poyſon'd, 1n- 
culcating the ſame opinion in her, who 
approved it aStrue. Being ſtupified with 
faintings , occaſioned by the exceſs of 
her diſeaſe , ſhe till then was exempt 
from thought ; the minde eaſily admits 
of falſe ſuſpitions upon ſuch an occaſion. 
So that condemning Euridea, as ſhe who 
would have poyſor'd her; not diſtin&- 
ly remembring what the meat was, ſhe 
onely ſenſibly found her ſelf offended, 
remembring alſo, that ſhe had noi ac- 
companied her in the eating of that diſh, 
although ſhe had fed on many others, al- 
though it were under pretence of a faſt, 
Her minde did not forbear to ſuggeſt 
ſome woman qnarrels which happen'd 
berwixt them, although of ſlight con 

cernment, yet of much force in her 
thoughts, which reſolv'd her to venge- 
ance, to enforce her ſuſpitions, her ob- 
lervation concurr'd in marking diyers 
geſtures, and ſome words ſhe then re- 
membred, as diſcoveries of a hidden dil. 
ſimulation, and teſtimonies of an ill af- 
fected minde. Being at laſt forcibly e. 
nough confirm'd by the aſſurance of the 
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women about her, of all the effects of 
moſt powerful poyſon, and finding her 
agony continue,it rendred her belief un- 
changeable, 

Being herewith enrag'd , ſhe breaks 
forth into exaggerations, fit to thunder 
out her diſdain againſt a Traitreſs, who 
under colour of diſguis'd friendſhip, had 
made her prove ſuch grievons tor- 
ments. That ſhe might not aggravate 
her grief, the agitation of the humors 
being not yet ſettled, ſhe was deſir'd not 
to diſturb her ſelf more, but quiet her 
offended heart, by making a vicimof her 
treacherous enemy to her revenge. In 
conformity to the advice, they accuſe 
her of the crime to the Juſtice, infor- 
ming him of the fact, and ſolliciting her 
deſerv'd puniſhment. The cauſe being 
heard by the Magiſtrate, Enrides was by 
his order impriſoned ina dark Dunge- 
on, that there ſhe might be proceeded 
againſt, and receive the ſentence which 
the Judges ſhould decree againſt her : 
ſhe in vain demands the cauſe of her im. 
priſonment, in vain ſhe witneſſed her 
own innocency , fince where its neceſſa- 
ry to obey the violence of ſo many, 'tis 


bootleſs to produce excuſes for her deli- 
VETrance. 
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verance. The fame was ſoon ſpred a- 
broad, that Emridea was impriſoned for 
poyſoning this Lady at her table, the 
publick voice added that fhe was alrea- 
dy condemned to death, as that Iyer 
when it cannot offend truth, 1n the ſub- 
ſtance of the fact, yet at leaſt it will pre- 
judice it with falſe additions. Nzarpe 
heard of this accident, more confus'dly 
then others; ſo that in repeating it, he 
even confounded it in himſelf, by reaſon 
of the dangers wherein his beloved ene- 
INy Was. 

This, ſays he to himſelf, is the time to 
terminate thy pains ; here 1s the oppor- 
tunity of a certain death, together with 
a moſt indearing deceit to make my 
faith and affe&tion appear; let me but 
encounter this capital ſentence, inſteed 
of my Miſtris, and 1 ſhall make it appear 
that the intention wes always 1mpoſ- 
ſible in me of killing her when we 
lov'd, when even now, when I ought 
to hate her, by my own life I ſhall free 
her from loſing of hers. Ariſe O my 


heart, run boldly in this occaſion to wit= 
neſs thy fidelity; tolive is no wales de- 
firable, fince a fallacious dream alone, is 
able to diſturb thy contentment, even 


a 
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to diſpair : Haſt thou ſuffered ſo many 
rorments, not toyeeld to be thought an 
unhappy Traytor : unlooſe thy ſelf from 
theſe bonds, that thy foul may bear li. 
berty, ard happily fly away without the. 
weight of ſuch grievous paſſions which 
clog 1t. 

He conſulted inthis manner with his 
own thoughts, without being aware to 
what end theſe counſels directed his re- 
ſolutions, He confounded himſelf in 
the vehemency of his defire, which a- 
{pired to repacifie him with his beloved, 
which inconſiderately precipitated him 
in the arms of every occaſion which his 
hopes repreſented favorable. He goes 
to Euridea's houſe with theſe revolv'd 
thoughts in his ſtupified minde , to gain 
a perfect notice of the fact : the ſervants 
were aſtoniſh'd, no leſs in ſeeing, then in 
hearing him ſo perplex'd for their Mi- 
{triſſes deliverance ; they knowing 
of his former paſſages, eſteem*d him as 
a perfideous enemy. They which ſerv'd 
her ſaid in confirmation of the relation, 
which he had already heard,adding with 
multiplyed oathes that ihe was innocent 
of the imputed crime : that they had 
ſeaſon'd all the meat without the leaſt 

rOyſonons 
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poyſonous ingredient,or their being any 

wayes offended by the taſt thereof, were 
the accuſation true, they doubted onely 

of the diſh which was ſent for a preſent, 
yet that excluded the fault from thoſe 
of the houſe, as being a receiv'd deceit. 
They the more provok'd him, lamen- 
ting the ſudden and eminent danger of 
their Lady, fince, without defence, ſhe 
was to maintain all what her incens'd 
Accuſer did inſtance ; they thought they 
might move Njarpe our of pitty toatford 
her ſome aſliftance, alchough they durſt 
not intreat it, beJeeving his diſdain a- 
gainſt Furides, ro have been equal with 
what ſhe did beleeve of his cruelty 
obſerving beſides, that her ſafety was 
urgent; they ſollicited him further, tel: 
Iing him, that all remedy would be fruit- 
leſs, unleſs ſuddenly undertaken. And 
according to the property of women, 
ealie of beleef, when moy'd by fear, they 
thought even that their Lady was alrea- 
dy brought tothe Scaffold, and her head 
was cuting off by the Executioner. 

The diſtemper'd minde of the young 
man could no longer hold at that impre(- 
flonz taking the dagger far greater then 
in truth it was z and fo raviſht, away be 

runs 
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runs to the Tribunal, where his love was 
to be condemn'd, and according to his 
belief unqueſtionably to be executed, 
Preſenting himſelf to the Judge; I am 
come, ſays he, to deliver the innocent 
from death; the poyſon which crimi- 
nates Ewuridea, as that ſhe had prepared it 
for her friend, was ſent by me 1n the 
meat, which (as [| perceive) was brought 
to hertable at dinner, I ſent it to intox- 
icate Ewridea her ſelf, butbaffled by For- 
tune, I ſee my ſelf betray'd by my own 
deſigns - repenting to have machinated 
her death, I correct my error, neither 
will I double the crime, unjuſtly ſuffe- : 
ring that which now lies on her by ver- 
tue of a falſe accuſation. 

Wahar ſayeſt thou, O fooliſh Nzaype ? 
Thou hazardeſt thy ſelt to regain the 
affeftion of thy dear, and to aboliſh the 
thought of beinga Traytor, thou accu- 
ſeſt thy ſelf that thou wouldſt have poy- 
ſoned her ? Doeſt thou think to diſcri- 
minate thy ſelf by a ſiniſter belief, with 
this fraud of thine thou caſteſt down thy 
hopes, and rather confirmeſt her belief, 
by confefling to have endeavour'd to 
poyſon her 2 The more envenom'd 4- 


gainſt thee, at this thy redoubled at- 
tewpr, 
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attempt,inſteed of alover,thou wilt reB. 
derhera fury ; thou fhalr die infamous, 
hated by her, deteſted with perpetual 
ignuminy,, which will follow the aſlu- 
rance of thy twice repeated treachery 3 
a wiſe reſolution, a prudert counſel ! 
What thou didſt deſign roſhun, thou 
eſtrangeſt thy ſelf from the end which 
thou didit preſcribe ro thy amorous Te- 
ſoluticn. 

But *tis no wonder that he ſhould do 
thus who truſted a blinde guide ; ſpurr'd 
on by love to this action , he went on 
without thinking what would become of 
the bufineſs, weaving a black mantle of 
ouiltinels for his own 1nnocency z where- 
17, in ſpeaking, he made his tongue the 
nurſe of his love,as he had before follow- 
ed his iteps. The Judge admitsct his yo. 
luntary accufation , exchanging the Ac- 
cuſer for the Lady whom he declares in- 
nocent, and taking her out of priſon, fa- 
Hsf1<d her curioſity, by relating the ſuc- 
ceſs which was the occaſion of her un- 
ook d for deliverance. She at firſt won. 
dred at the guilty perſons true heart . 
but afterwards underſtanding that it was 
Ntarpe, no had confefs'd that that poy- 
{ion had been defier'd for her death ; 

K thoſe 
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thoſe affections then preceding it, which 
will ſuffer no bridle, to wit, diſdain, 
ſhe exciaimes againſt bis perfidiouſneſs, 
who the ſecond time diſcover'd his de- 
ſignes of treachery againſt her life. 

Aſſuredly, ſaid ſhe, remorſe of conſct 
ence hath forc'd thee for ſuch treacheries 
to condemn thy ſelf > O God, how can 
a ſoul, although perverſe, conceive a ha- 
tred againſt me, which ſeems inſatiable, 
even to my death ? I who lov'd him 
with ſo fincerea heart, anſwered him 
with ſuch a ready compliance, and ſo 
curteouſly, that (1 dare ſwear) I never 
had but amorous defires for him. Let 
Ladies learn to be free to their young 
Lovers, that they may gain ſo grateful 
a reward, even for the teſtimonies of 
_ tollerable cruelty, Beleeve not now, 
that if there werea man more faithful 
then he, that even I could procure my 
ſelf, tro overcome the inconſtancy of my 
ſex, to parralel him in affection. 

Exaggerating after this manner her 
paſſion ſhe comes to the preſence of the 
Judge, and doubly makes Nzarpe guilty, 
diſcovering his former attempt to kill 
her in her ſweeteſt reſt, in her quiet 


ſleep. One fault confirms another ; E«- 
rides 
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idea baving aggravated his fault , de- 
parts aſſured that he ſhould be ſevere. 
ly pun'{h'd by a mortal lentence : ſhe 
oladly returns home, no leſs for her 
own liberty, then for her aſlured re- 
venge. 

Amongſt the encounters and affectio- 
nate congratulations of her ſervants, 
ſhe was adviſed by their dilcour- 
ſes with Niarpe of the information he 
had taken, and the reaſon of her 1mpri- 
ſonment : but above all of his anguiſh, 
and how grievouſly he took her danger, 
The Lady having heard, though unwil. 
lingly, theſe exprefitons , contrary 
to her will, which was intoxicated with - 
finiſter thoughts; yet ſhe began to res. 
fled on her thoughts, how he by his 
own election had exchang'd himſelr to 
ſuffer her danger , which did no ways 
confirm a perverſe intention, but a con- 
ſtant affeftion. She obſerv'd what wag 
{aid, being oblig'd tobeleeve him guilt- 
leſs of any crime in this accident, which 
before he had had no notice ofzihe could 
not judge her ſelf defirous of his death, 
who had diſcovered himſelf, by what 
was told her, in danger for her delive- 
rance, 
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Nevertheleſs, this was not ſufficient 
toremove from her minde the remem- 
brance which the firſt imprefftion made, 
which was rendred indelible, if her 
eyes did not Iye, which had ſeen him 
with his unſheth'd ſteel arm'd againſt her 
breſt. 

The words of a Lady, with whom ſhe 
had many conteſts, cooperared to intro- 
duce a contrary belief ; Nzarpe's reſent- 
ment being by Earidea's fury hightned, 
whorefus'd to hear his excules : being at 
that time to give her a viſit, from her a- 
ſtoniſhment bred froin the confuſion of 
her thoughts, ſhe took occaſion to infi- 


 nuate 1n her diſcourſ Nzarpe's conſtancy, 


fomented onely by an indiſcreet rigour, 
witneſſing, ſhe had ſeen him deſpair at 
her feet, for the loſs of her good graces, 
and a ſupplicant, with prayers, to regain 
them 3 ſhe forms a diſtin& Narration 
of all his words, his ſighs, and his de- 
ſires to undeceive the fraud of a ſimple 
dream, with the continued atteſtations 
of an exviſcerated paſſion, making the 
truth appear by reaſon of the accident, 
which that night happen'd unhappy to 
their loves. which ſiill 12d been hid un- 
der the obicurity of a miſtake : ſhe re- 
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members the precedent proofs of his 
ſingular faith, with the following teſti- 
monies; following it with an extreme 
orief of heart, as with an uninterrupted 
care to pacifie her anger , and then this 
laſt ation confirm'd the immutability of 
his extraordinary affeQion, ſince he ha- 
zarded his own innocency and his lite, 
todeliver her from an 1maginary dan- 
ger. 
Say no more, ſay no more, ſaid Znr/- 
aca, whoſe heart was already awakn'd 
with the knowledge which aroſe from 
theſe diſcourſes, that ſhe had unjuſtly 
11! uſed her lover; yet ſhe perſever'd in 
her conteſt, the cbſtinacy of her old be- 
hef; till at laſt ſhe was caſt down by the 
teſtimony which Nzaype witneſled, even 
to the hazard of his life, by a voluntary 
accuſation made by himſelf, to afford 
her the means to get out of the labyrinth 
of her priſon, the center whereof per. 
haps was death, He ſaid,he had ſent che 
poyſon, With the meat which arriv'd at 
dinner time. Now whether whilſt ſhe 
was pondering in her minde, either of 
the felicities, or the deſpair of her Lo- 
ver, he coms who had brought her that 


meat, to fetch back the diſh ; from this 
K 3 diſtinct 
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diſtinct information, ſhe got full notice 
of the fact, knowing that the preſenr 
came from the civility of certain Nuns; 
(as he related it) and not corrupted. by 
the fidelity of the meſſenger, who carr. 
edit. The ground of the defign fail'd 
whereupon Nzarpe had made himſelf 
guilty : The building fell which his fi- 
niſter Fortune had built under the credit 
of treachery, Amonglt a thouſind trou- 
bles his Lady bitterly repented hereof, 
for having unreaſonably. puniſh'd him 
with io much fierceneſs. Doubting to 
be the cauſe of his death, ſhe ſaw the de- 
[pair enterchang'd, whereto the neceſlity 
of her indiſcreet rigours had: often re- 
duc'd him; but being blinded by the fury 
of the deceit,not diſcerning his faith, ſo 
blinde did love make her, that ſhe was 
heedleſs of her own ſufferings. 
 Eher-turns to the Tribunal, and as 
carried away with doating, ſhe demands 
the reſtoration of her Lover, that Niar- 
pe {ſhould be ſet ar liberty; it juſtice re- 
quired a victim, the alone was fit for the 
Executioner's hands, fince ſhe had been 
{acrilegious, having violencdthe tem- 
ple of Faith and Love. Thoſe who not 
long before had heard her enrag'd 3- 
SS Ong gainſt 
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gainl(t the ſame perſon, begging cruelty 
for his puniſhments, were altomſhed to 
ſee ſuch achange; ſhe who had accuſed 
him of double treacheries, now with 
ſo much vehemency , endeavourcd to 
cry him up as innocent : The Judge had 
a competent ſatisfaction for his curiolity 
in the relation made of the ſuccels, 
which might diſcipher the enigma's of fo 
unlook'd for a change. They who ad- 
mired Ewriaea,related the whole buſineſs, 
who from her ſtupidity being reconcen- 
trated 1n her ſelf, diſcovered no leſs 
her own confuſion in her very accent; 
yet from time to time ſhe replicated her 
inſtance for the recovery of her Lo- 
VCr. 

They witneſſed the counterſigns gi- 
ven of the unvariable affettion of the 
one, and of the innocency of the others 
decelv'd belief , fo that the cauſe was 
ſuſpended with the deliverance of ei- 
ther, till the Judge had more apparent 
motives to fatisfie the demands of the 
Accuſer, who complain'd as having been 
poylon'd. She was yet kept in her bed 
by reaſon of her weakneſs, which fol- 
lowed the violence of the accident more 
then the neceſlity of any ill. Skilful Phy- 
R 4, ſitians 
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i1tians wereſent, who by a diligent dit. 
quiſition of all what ſhe had eat that 


day, and weighing the effects flowing 


{1 from rhence which ſhe cali'd poyſon, 


they made a punctual ſcrutiny in ſearch 
of the truth, and from one head to anc- 
ther, they concluded the original of this 
agitation, which they did beleeve came 
from nothing, but the malign quality of 
the Muſhroms, which being not wel pur- 
ged, had the force not onely to weaken, 
but even to have kill'd her. A particu- 
lar refle&ion having denied the firſt 1m- 
pulſes of grief or diſdatn , which 1n- 
forc'd them to hear, that al of the family 
had cryed out that ſhe had been POY+ 
{on'd, now made the ſick Lady of their 
opinion; ſhe perceived that all her {uſp- 
tions were oronadleſs, ſince neither 1n 
Ewridea, who was 2c-1Sd, nor in Nzarpr, 
who had made himſe! f -uilty, ſhe could 
finde any occaſion for fach a treachery. 


So that from the ſatisfaFion of the one, 


aad the {wora teſtimony of the Phyſi fiti- 
ans, a Decree of liberty was granted tO 
Our lovers. Thisrevolution of Fortune 
was unexpected by rhe yourg man, who 
betwixt the thoughts of death, could 
not promiſe himſelf the enjoyment of 


{5 
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ſo much felicity, unleſs by being fo neer 
Geath,he might promiſe himſe]t a furure 
beatitude. He ſaw himſelf in his belo- 
ved's arms, when he thought to go tv 
his execution,and receive amorou; kiltes 
from her lips , when he thought to hear 
the rigorous {entence of his death, He 
knew not who to thank for ſuch a hap- 
pineſs, unleſs that very hour which had 
occaſion'd all his torments, His heart 
being reſtor'd into its former {weet ar- 
dors, ſoftly melts it ſelf away, to make 
an inextinguiſhable lamp for the light of 
his jJoves. 

theScxne being thus chang'd in his 
bclov'd, there onely appear'd repreſen- 
tations of tenderneſs, who repented 
not onely her own miſtake, but alſo the 
torments ſhe had occalion'd : when ſhe 
had reheated him, ſo that hee could nv 
more be changed, as ſhe thought by the 
cold of her rigorous correſpordence, 
{he reſolved on an amorous peace, and 
invites him tp negotiate it himſelf with 
greater advantage of his guſt, then he 
polthly coula have aelired, 

Were we nor, ſaid the, ſubject to fail, 
we ſhould not remember our humanity; 
and were wenot ſubject to obey our pal- 

lions, 
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ſions, our ſouls would ſoar up too high, 
werethey not depreſs'd by that tyranny 
yet ſhall I not bluſh to confeſs 'my fault, 
for having thought you unfaithful I will 
with a ſincere chaſtiſlement correct it if 
you pleaſe; I ſhall alone puniſh my ſelf, 
did I not think to offend your love, 
which I have experienc'd ſo. conſtant , 
with my death, or with my torments. 
Return therefore to my houle, that be- 
tween your arms I may know your will 
elther to enjoy or deſtroy me, as It ſhall 
be your pleaſure, with a dominion over 
me ga1n'd by the merit of your unchang. 
able conſtancy, you ſhall have the liber- 
ty to tollow what you ſhall think moſt 
agradible, 

Our Lover would have anſwered 
iheſc kihde invitations, or rather loving 
miſtruſts; but ſhe hindred him, ſaying, 
It is no time nor fit place for amorous ex- 
prefiions, otherwiſe ſuperfluous, when 
the teili monies of love were {o quick, 1t 
concerns me to witneſs my gratitude,and 
its my obligation to exviſcerate my elf 
to correſpond with your affection; Its I 
ought to dye, <cither for the delight I 
ſhall take to pleaſe you, or by the excels 
of my pains in chaſtiſement of your ſo 
ill rewarded a deſert. Nrarpe 
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Niarpe held his peace at her com- 
mand, and his debility being reinftorc'd 
preparing his axms to cement their joys 3 
He goes with Enridea to her houſe, and 
with embraces and kiſtes the peace was 
concluded, before it was treated by 
words of mouth, They liv'd afterwards 
regretting onely their loſt and fied de- 
lights, confirming by experience; that 
the Water of Ditdain ſprinkled on the 
Farnace of [. ove, reinvigorates 1t> argor 
inſteed of extinguiſhing tt. 
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NOVEL VIII. 
The ARGUMENT. 


At the burning cf a hanſe the live of Lova- 
niot9 Deadora commenc'd, who grateful- 
ly correſponds with his Love, and to give 
her ſelf the more freely to him, ſhe ſuffers 
her husband to enjoy her Maid Alena, 
whilſt ſhe enjayes her friend ; the Maid 
falls in love with Lovanio, betrays her 
Miſiris, whoſe jealouſie cauſcih the ruin of 
them all. 


pretending his findies, liv'd Lovamo, 
the Count of Rncabruna's fon , 2 
youth, who with the comlines of his per- 
ſon, 


I: the moſt noble City of Bologna, 
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ſon, and the affability of his manners, 
won the love of all thoſe who had the 
happineſs of his acquaintance. As he 
was one day golng towards the walls to 
take the air, he was ſtopt by the voices 
of ſome, who crying out Fire, fire, pt- 
tifully begg'd help; amongſt others who 
deſpairing out of fear, had bedew'd her 
cheeks with her tears, was a Lady, al- 
though the roſes of her face were fled, 
yet ſhe might brag it ſtil] incloſed a Gar- 
den of beauties; who although with the 
greateſt deſpight of danger, ſhe nothing 
loſt her courage; yet unahle to remedy 
the buſineſs, and abandon'd of all help, 
was oblig'd to fear, Lowanio obſerving 
that no body mov'd, the neighbouring 
houſes being empty of 1nhabicants 3 
there being ſome few poor little unto- 
ward women, who multiplying their 
outcries, encreas'd but the tright and 
coniuſion. He reſolves to go himſelt 
with his ſervants to quench the fire ; 
which already in triumph had rais'd it 
ſelf upto heaven : Entring the palace 
where the flames furiouſly turn'd abour, 
atter having wiſh'd Deadora, for ſo was 
the Lady call'd,that ſhe ſhould quiet her 
tears, whilſt he wou!d endeavour to ſe- 
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cure her from danger, he with is ſer- 
vants and ſome others, who came at the 
cry, went upto the top ofthe houſe, and 
there lahours fo with his hands and ore 
ders, that the fire was tn a {tort time bu. 
ried in a thick Cloud of ſmoke: He ſcarce 
was cume down, when Gelaſts the La- 
dies husband meets him, who having 
had notice of the danger, was come run - 
ning thither. Their words were many, 
& tul of civility, Gelaſiz even offering him 
the houſe as Padron, lince he had ſav'dirt 
from the kre ; Deadoracanceallo to thele 
thankſgivings, with ſo charming a be- 
havior, that Lovarzo findes his heart en- 
flam'd with worſe fires, then thoſe he 
had lately quench'd. He had ſeen her 
at firſt with a ſenſe of pitty, when op- 
preſt with fear, ſhe could do nothing, 
but weep and cry, the extinguiſh'd co- 
lours of her face had not then the power 
to enflame a minde, Her heart ha- 
ving now reſtor'd the honors it had rob- 
bed from her face, and the beauty of her 
eyes being no more troubled with her 
tears, his pitty was rais'd tolovez Lova- 
219 vowing all his affection to the fair De- 
ada, who ſoon obſery'd it, and the 
more, for that at his leave he ſent - 
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his ſoul in a ſigh : Yet ſhe faigns her ſelf 
careleſs, whether to ſet the higher value 
on her honelty, or that ſhe would nor 
{o ſoon venture on the faith of a man; 
and although Zowanis continued to ſerve 
her, both at Church, .and at Bals, yet he 
gain'd nothing but ſalutes and indiffe- 
rent looks, which ſignifie no more, as 
my bethought, then obligation, and 
not Love, The young man when he 
could no longer reſiſt the violence which 
to1mented his minde, ſends out his pal- 
ſ10ns on his paper, after this manner. 


Madam, 


: H E flames which burnt 
* your houle, were deſtina- 
© ted to torment my mind: ] would 
*hide them, but the fire being ſhut 
*up tears me with the greater vio- 
*lence, and renders my relief un- 
*timely : I would extinguiſh it, 
* but being ſupernatural, my tears 
* have the power onely to render 
* my gricf the more ſenſible. I 

© therefore 


; 
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© therefore beg of you, O my fair, 
*to quench my ardors, With a like 
* compaſlion, as my heart was fill'd 
© witha!l at your firſt call ; you 
* have realon to pitty me, know- 


£1ng by «xperience the hurt and 


© danger of fire; 1 hope that a La- 
© dy of your conditions would not 
© offend hcr good name with the 
* ſtain of ingratitude. Help me 
© then, if forno othercaule, yer 


*that you may not lole a ſervant, 


* who loves you as much, as he can, 


<©andas much as he knows, if nor 


*as much as you deſerve. The 
*honor of your an(wer 1s the hopes 
© of my life; the nouriſhment of my 
©Becing, 1s the favour of your 


* go00d Graces. 


The letter being written and ſeal'd, 


he ſolicited Fortune to favour him Mm 
the delivery. He thought 1n himſelt 
that the moſt reſolate means would 


prove 
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prove moſt dangerous: to uſe wothen of 
that profeſſion were to ſtain the reputa- 
tion of the Lady, and would provoke 
her diſdain, inſtead of procuring her af- - 
feftion : atlaſt that he might overcome 
all binderances which reſiſted his deſires 
witha bold ation, he comes one day to 
Church, when Beador« intended the Di. 
vine ſervice, and wrapping up the let- 
terin a round, he fo pretrily caſts it 1n- 
to her boſom, that no body obſervy'd it; 
Deadora taking it unawares, and perces 
ving that to make ſhew of it, were but 
to publiſh her own ſhame, having dex- 
trouſly hidden the letter, goes home 4- 
gitated with a thouſand r1houghts. She 
wag no fooner alone but her curialty, 
or perhaps even her aticQioa ſeat ber 
looks to the reading of the notes before 
ſhe had made'an eng of it ſhe gave her 
ſelf for loſt : thofe charafters were tod 
powerful againſt the weakneſs of a wa- 
mans heart, which is ſoft to all exprefli- 
ons. Being tyranniz'd by amorous af- 
feions, ſhe found no reſt, but in her 
difquiers. She brought all her atfteftions 
ro confale in her minde, which at laſt 
ave ſentence in favour of Liwanio : 


hereupon being forc'd by the powet 
L 


whieh 
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winch knows not reaſon, and operates | 
with the greater impetuolity, the grea- 
ter refiſtance it ſindes, ſhe commits her 


thoughts tothe paper, which contain'd 
theſe conceits. 


Lovaxto, 


I D I aot beleeve 1 ſhould 
move your deſpight by decla-.' 
ring my ſelf ſo eaſily overcome by 
your entreaties, 1 would freely tell 
you I love you, and that I am yours - 
but becauſe I kwow the inconſtaicy of 
humane minaes, which nothing e- 
fteems what 3s gotten with eaſe and 
poſſeſs'd without paines ; IT reſolve 
to entreat you to forbear your under- 
taking , which can never ſucceed 
without the hazard of life and repu- 
. tation, Thaweaſoul ſo full of pra- 


titude, that I could not but venture 


my ſelf for the ſatisfa#ion of one 


who 


(147) 
who with ſo much civility was tot 
wanting to help me in my need, I ther- 


fore aſſure my ſelf, that ſo wortby a 


Cavalier, who hath merited all the 


favours of Nature and Fortune , 
would not diſquiet the repoſe of my 
heart , nor torment the affection of a 
woman , who in deſpight of ber ſelf 
muſt yet confeſs her ſclf to be yours. 
Tou are with ſo much tenderneſs inte- 
reſſed 10 quench fire, which excerceſeth 
its fury on ſenſeleſs things; T hat you 
ought not now to nouriſh it in my 
mind, leaſt it conſume my life and re- 
putation ; could 1 bawe ſhaker off this 
ſo grievous a yoak, which proceeds 
rather from my deſtiny, them my will, 
your letters ſhould not have preven- 
ted mine. Pardon me, if I uuband- 
ſomely trample on the honeſty I owe 
; myſex, and the lawes of marriage, 
" ſmcethe firſt thing which Lowe can- 
rels 35 reaſon. bÞut I have diſcove- 
2 red 
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red my ſelf too much, to one, who 
perbaps langhs at my inſirmity, 


This letter being ſecretly conveyed 
into Lovenio's hands, fills him with fo 
much joy, that he could ſcarce contain 
himſelf, knowing that Deadors would 
not belye theſe charafters, theſe repulſes 
being invitations, and theſe doubts 
aſſurances of love. Whence argumen- 
ting that the Ladies affeQion was grea- 
ter then he ever hop'd, he ſo operates, 
that without communicating his affe&i- 
ons to paper, hegets the oportunity to 
ſpeak to her at alittle grate, and there 
to concert the accompliſhment of their 
amorons pretenſions. Gelaſio, Deadora's 
husband, was ſo given to all kinde of 
love, that with the Camelion, who aſ- 
{umes all the colours which comes neer 
it, he at ever object chang'd his love 
and affection, To fatisfie the yanity of 
his luſt, he made nodiſtinQion of nobi- 


lity or beauty ; He confeſy'd himſelf as 
well enchain'd with filver hairs, as with 
golden looks 3 and was equally tyran- 
niz'd over by aLady of honor, and a 
common Courteſan. His affetion 


triumphs 
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triumphs as much over that fair one, who 
was without blem:ſh, even from the obſer- 
vation of cnyy, as over that beauty which 
was offended with a thouſand, and meta- 
morphoſed by an infinity of impericctions. 
Deadora, ky knew her husbands genius, 
thinks on a means to enjoy her Lover : ſhe 
knew that her Chamber-maid Aleria was 
ſollicited by him with promiſes, gifts, and 
often with threats to ſatisfy his luftful de- 
fires; wherero occurr'd that cAdlerea was 
naturally tormented with all kinde of diſho- 
neſt delires, ſo that nothing bridled her, 
but the fear of her miſtris : who with 4r- 
gw eyes watch'd Gelaſio's immoderare af- 
tetions. Deadora therefore,rhat (he might 
accommodare her {elf with her Lover, was 
content that Aleria, in the mean time , 
ſhould entertain her husband : which very 
often happily ſuccceded, the warm ſeaſon of 
the year concurring in favour of their loves. 
Gelaſio and Deadora {lept in two ſeveral 
Chambers, ſo that Lowanio being let into 
a ground Chamber, whilſt Gelaſio cnjoyed 
Aleria, who at the ſame time garded her 
miſtris, (atisfied her maſter, and recreated 
her ſelf: Bur becauſe the felicities of love 
are but as flycs, which live and dic in a day, 
Fortune with the ſame facility would pre> 
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eipitate thoſe ſhe had lifted up. Lovanio was 
one evening let in by Aleria, ſomewhar 
ſooner then was uſual : She after having re. 
ceived him with a thouſand carefles, ex- 
preſles of love, which her breaſt nouri ſh'd, 
tells him, that Deadora would be a while 
buſte, having not yer ended her ſupper, and 
that in the mean time ſhe had commiſſion 
to entertain him. Lowvario kindely thanks 
her,ſaying ; Thar it was not the firſt of his 
obligations to her. Aleria ſuffered him not 
to proceed, but taking him by rhe hand, ſhe 
ſays , Signor Lovanio, There can be no 
ereater infelicity, then to {ce others reap the 
fruits of ones pains : I have ſuffered ſo 
much that ar laſt T might get your love, 
and I have gained nothing bur dangers and 
tears. Ts 1t poſſible, thar leaft out of gra- 
titude, if not out of love, I may deſerve 
the favour of your good Graces 2 Truly, 
I do not ſo muchenvy my miſtris in poſſel- 
ſing your whole heart; I onely lament the 
miſeries of my fortune, which hath plac'd 
me ina condition to be deſpiſed , even by 
thoſe whom I continually pleaſure : which 
having ſaid , ſhe begins to kiſs his hand, 
waich ſhe held faſt in her own, with {o ma- 
ny tears, that Lovanio, who at firſt laught 
At her folly , being unable to retiſt , gave 
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himſelf over to ſenſe : The more readily, 
becauſe the beauties of Aleria were ſo (in- 
oular, that he would rather have deſerv'd 
the title of ſtupid, had he not taken 
the occaſion of enjoying her. Lovario 
and Aleria were ingult'd in the ſweets of 
Love, when Deadora grew impatient that 
ſhe was not call'd , and perhaps not with- 
out jealouſie (ſince tis the u{ury of the plea- 
ſure of thoſe that love) having ſeen her 
husband in bed, ſhe filently comes down 
into the ground chamber ; and there having 
found her Lover in the amorous liſts , car- 
ried away with an unſpeakable impetuoſity, 
without conſidering the danger of her life 
and honour, ſhe at once furiouſly begins to 
move both her hands and her tongue, ſay. 
ing, Traytor, do you thus triumph over 
my ſhame 2 Is this the reward of. my con- 
fidence, and of my faith ; I will ſo treat 
you, that ſhall rejoyce to ſee you buried 
in my precipice, that my ruin may not be 
the more funeral by your laughter or laſci- 
viouſneſs. She accompanies theſe words 
with ſo many blowes and bitings , that 4- 
leria bled in ſeveral places ; Lowanio, in the 
mean time, caſting himſelf ar her feer, beg. 
ved of her with the ſweeteſt words, which 


would have introduc'd pitty, even into in- 
L 4 ſenſible 
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ſenſib'e ſtones. Sometimes remembring her 
of the danger their lives were in ; ſome- 
times excuſing his own error , promiſing 
repentance; ſometimes proteſting his bo- 
dy had ſinned without the conſent of his 
heart. Deadora being deaf to his entrea- 
ties and humiliation, continued to injure 
them both in word and deed, When with 
a face which carried horror and terror in 
hs cyes, Gelaſio appeared z who without 
ſleeping, had long heard Aleria, and riſing 
to ſeck her, he comes to a place where he 
hears, alchough indiſtinitly, Deadora's 
rage, Aleria's tears,and Lovanios requeſts, 
Gelafio having taken a Dagger, furiouſly 
runs to the noiſe : Scarce ſees he Lovans 
embcacing his wives knees , but he knew 
him guilty of having raviſh'd the honeſty 
and reputation of his houſe z whereupon he 
runs to him, and ſtrikes him ſuch a blovy 
on the head , that he being diſabled to ſu- 
fain himſcif, falls to the ground with the 
pang« of death, which were more terrible 
then ordinary, {ceing that his {cnſuality had 
ptepar'd a ſepulcher as well for Deadora, 2s 
for hamlelf ; Gelafis obſerving Lowanio in a 


dying condition, unable to defend himſelf, 


purning to his wite with a tone of vo.ce, 
which would baye begot horror in a _ 
. of 
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of Marble, tells her; Woman, thy crumc 
is ſo great, rhat to paſs by in without pur 
niſhment., would , rather be an effect of 
weakneſs then of _ yer ſince I pre- 
ſerve in my minde the charaGters of my firſt 
affetion ; I ſhall pardon thee z bur on this 
condition, that this Adulterer, having thy 
heart , thou ſhalt herewith ſtab him in the 
breaſt. Deadora having taken the Dagger, 
with a greater undauntedneſs, then is to be 
found in a feminine heart, ſays Sir, The 
ſinsof love deferve ſome pardon, becaule 
they oftner come from deſtiny, then from 
eſle&tion, Yer I confeſs my {elf unworthy 
of it, for that I could not regulate my dif». 
ſolureneſs. Saying theſe words, and fai- 
oning to ſtrike Lovanio, ſhe ſheathes-the 
Dagger in her husbands boſom; who ſcarce 
could ſay, Curſed, woman, thus at once 
torob me of my life and honar, bur he loſt 
his ſpeech with a many lowines , as if he 
would rather threaten death then dye, ſo he 
unhappily ended his daies. Deadora having 
executed that endeayour, with bur too 
much courage, and bur too lirtle iuſtice ; 
runs tQ ferch the laſt breath from the ſoul 
of Lovanis; who having violenc'd himfelf, 
laid ; My dear, Deadora, 1 dye content, 
fince I dye not unreveng'd ; Pardon oY 
gl 
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and ſuffer that the chaſtiſment of a humane 
error may terminate with him who com- 
mitted it: I beg of you, that with your 
diſdain, you make not my aſhes unhappy. 
But, alas, this is the laſt period of my life : 
Conlolate, O my dear, the miſeries of its 
paſſage, with the laſt of thy kiſles. Arthe 
end of theſe word- he ceaſed to live. Dea- 
dora ſtupified with grief, was rendred im«= 
moveable, like a Statue ; after ſhe had ſaid, 
crying out with a deluge of tears. Stay , 
O the Soul of my Deareſt beloved Lowas 
210: Its not fit that thou ſhouldſt go to the 
Shades alone. Which having ſaid , ſhe 
ſtrikes the Dagger through her own Heart; 
whence her Soul ſoon iſſues with her 
blood. 

Aleria, who in the repreſentation 
of this Tragedy, had ſuffered the tor- 
ments of a thouſand deaths, fiying from 
the fight and enquiry of thoſe, who in 
great numbers came to the noiſe : ha- 
ting at the ſame time the light and her 
ſelf, retired into the uppermoſt parts 
of the Houſe ; and there having fa: 
ſtened a Halter, (ſhe miſerably rhrowes 
away her life , giving a juſt reward to her 
own diſhoneſty, 

Hence may be comprehended , TR 
a 
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all the Pleaſures of unlawtull Loves fi- 
nally terminate Tragedies; and that im. 
pudent Aﬀections can have no other bur 
1n unhappy end. 
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NOVEL IX 


The ARGUMENT. 


Emilio 4 Genuoeſs retires to Lucca, where 

uſing to hunt together , he contratts 4 

friendſhip with Hippolito, and afterwards 

with bs wife, Hippolito grows jealows,and 

| becomes his enemy ; but "Ihoak aſſured that 
| Emilio declared himſelf ſervant to Silvia, 
| and pong himſelf of hu jealo:ſfre, he 
| canſeth his wife to lead him into a Cham- 


ber to reconcile them; His wife obeys, and 


exjoys Emilio, Hippolito knows zt, and 
being diſcovered, and threatned,js pacified. 


{ay NU0A was the place where E- 


- 


milio was born, whoſe unproſpe- 
rous ſucceſſes, confirm the opint- 


on, Thata mans natural Climat is com- 
monly 
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monly moſt unhappy. He obſerv'd how 
the treacheries of hidden enemies plot- 
ted his death, in conformity with his ma- 
linant deſtiny 3 whereupon he retires to 
Lucca, Where his paſhons had no other re- 
kaſFfrom his eſtrangment, from that hea- 
ven, where that ſtar ſhone, which was the 
very Sun of his felicity; bur the pleaſure of 
hunting; 3 ſpending the greateſt parr of his 
time amongſt thoſe Hills which ſurroun- 
ded the City; he rendred himfelf as for- 
midable to the wild beaſts, as he was plea- 
ſing and grateful to the Ladies and Cava- 
liers, who in thoſe Villa's enjoy the de- 
lights of the Autumn : According to the 
cuſtom of Hunters, he often frequented a 
Coppice which extended it ſelf over a little 
Hill, which the thicker it was, appear'd 
the more delightful. "He never entred it 
without bringing away ſtore of game. In 
thoſe parts there was one, who being invi- 
ted by the delights of the fcituation and ci- 
vility of the Inhabitants, whoſe name was 
_ Hippolzto, being a lover af the ſpart, pro- 
teſt a ſingular friend&thipro Emikio So that 
Cleria, Mippolito's wife contrafted alfo fo 
great a familiarity with him, that upan all 
occaſions of invitation, he diſcourſe, an{ 
paſt the time with ber, with ſuch ſports 2s 
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the diverſity of the ſeaſon and place affor: 
ded; ſo that Cleria and Emilio were the 
promoters of all paſtimes. The modeſty 
and civility of Emilio, although a ſtran- 
ger, made way for him to any kinde of fa- 
miltar converſation. He fo {erv'd the La- 
dies, that there appeared no partiality in 
him, more towards the one then the other : 
Cleria, above all, was endued by Nature 
with all thoſe good Graces which are deſi- 
rable ina Lady ; beſides, ſhe was ſtngular. 
ly courted by Emilzo, and difterently from 
the reſt ; acknowledg'd with a particular 
affeCtions not onely for her qualities , bur 
alſo for the obligations he profeſt in conſe- 


5 


uence of the favours he had receiv'd, and 
or the ſtrict friendſhip he had with her 
husband. Emilio, amongſt theſe delights, 
enjoy d 2 calm life , which was afterwards 
troubled by Love, the occaſion of all ill, 
which was rais'd in Cleria towards him. E. 
milio being given to hunting and other ho- 
neſt ſports, thought thoſe demonſtrations, 
which upon many occahons Cleria us'd in 
her diſcourſe , which her flames ſent forth, 
ſprightly jeſts from the familiarity of their 

converſation. 
Now it happened, that a day being ap- 
pointed when the Cavaliers and Ladies 
| were 
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were to meet at a Feaſtina place, ſome- 
what diſtant , whereby the Lovers had 
leave, modeſtly, to make rhe reſentments 
of their mindes appear. 

On that day's morning, the youth ap- 
peared in extravagant habits, and yarious 
defites, to witneſs by thoſe colours the (c- 
crets of their hearts. Emilio, on the 0- 
ther fide , diſpoyld himſelf of all which 
might ſeem to ſhew any partiality in his 
thoughts: The Company having met art 
Hippolito's houſe ; Cleria being full of ca- 
refles, began to diſcourſe now with one, 
and then with another, turning to Emilzo, 

ſhe favours him with a ſmile, and ſays; Ir 

_ difpleaſeth me, to ſee that your Lady ſuffers 
you to appear ſo poor in favours, Emilio 
anſ{wer'd , That he wanted one ; bur the 
following day he hop'd to make prize of 
one ; and ſhewing the manner how he in. 
tended to purſue his deſign, he ſhews her 
the gun he had one his ſhoulder. Then 
ſays Cleria, you would have a dead Lady. 
To whom Emilio replies, That he followed 
his deer,but to caſt her down : Cleria adds, 
Thar fince he had ſuch thoughts; there was 
no Lady but would be proud of his ſervice. 
I know very well, repli:2s Emilzo, That a 
' Lady hath no greater pleaſure, then to fall 
before 
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before thoſe who deſire her, and though 
ſhe flees , ſhe deſires to be taken and over- 
come. I ſays Clerta, bur by other means. 
For me, replies Emilio, at this time I know 
no other more proportionable means, then 
this for tro compals my ends. Artthis an- 
freer, Hippolito, jeltingly, fays, Signor Emi- 
ti, | thall refign you my wife for your Lady, 
aſſuring me that you will willingly quit me 
of the trouble ; Cleri2 turning to her hus- 
band with a diſdainful ſmile, ſays; I thank 
you with ſo good a heart, that perhaps you 
may repent it. They fell upon other di: 
ſcourſe, till they all took their way towards 
the appointed place : Emebs walk'd alons 
with Cleria, and led her by the hand, in- 
rroducing by this oportunity, ſeveral di. 
ſcourſes, whereto Cleris alwayes conclu- 
ded, That ſhe indeed was his Miſtris. Hip- 
polito hath given me to you, now it belongs 
to you to caſt me down, but beleeve me, 
I will not dye alone; and ar laſt, ſhe ſaid 
the reſolv'd to live hereafter, but only in 
for him. Theſe diſcourſes affur'd Emilio of 
Cleria's heart, to his great diſpleaſure z for- 
aſmuch, as her husbands friendſhip permit- 
ted him nor ſo maliciouſly to offend him in 
his reputation, He anſwered her with ce= 


remony, ſceming not to underſtand the _ 


UA 
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ſhe aim'd at. The day paſt with infinite 
ſolace ; Emilio was onely troubled , that 
he could nor correſpond With the Love of 
Cleria, whoſe beauty forc'd all hearts to a- 
dore her; Afﬀeer a few daies, winter draw- 
ing neer, Hippolito retreats to the Town to 
the great grief of Cleris, who thereby was 
deprived of the opportunity, fo frequently 
and familiarly to commerce with her 
Dear. Before her wig toro the importu- 
nately exacted from him promiſes, with 
oathes, whereby ſhe oblig'd him every day 
to let her ſce him in that ſtreet , where ſhe 
liv'd, that ar leaſt ſhe might be confolated 
with the ſight of him. Emilio inviolably 
obſerves his promiſe, and thence forward, 
about the ſhutting up of the evening, his 
ordinary walk was by Cleris's window, who 
conſtantly expected him, giving him mul- 
tiplied ſigns of Love ; which being ob- 
fery'd by many(neither can it happen other- 
wiſe, in what publick place ſocver) rais'd 
the general opinion : Thar although very 
ſecretly, yet Emilio and Cleria were con- 
tented Lovers. 

There liv'd in Zucca, baniſh'd from his 
Country,Mzllan, one cald Diego, a Gen- 
tleman of Spaniſh blood, who having ob- 
ſery'dthe mutual looks which paſt betwixv 
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Cleria and Emilio, and concluding, that 
they ſecretly enjoy'd the fruits of Love, he 
xeſoly'd to tempt his fortune with the La- 
dy. And giving way to ſuch thoughts, 
fiyes out in words, ſaying; that he even als 
ſo would enjoy her , fince ſhe felicitated 
Emilio with an amorous correſpondence. 
A Cavalicr hears theſe words, and anſwers 
him : You havea very baſe eſteem of E- 
milio; 1 know that he is not of ſuch a hu- 
mor, that he v11l either ſuffer a rival in love, 
or abandon the Ladv. If he forſakes not 
his beloved, anſwers Diego, he muſt aban- 
don his life. This his arrogancy diſpleas'd 
the Gentleman,fo that he could not at leaſt, 
bur diſcover it to his friend, who, burning 
with diſdain, was refolv'd to make tryal of 
his pride. He prays his friend that he might 
doitalone; ana preſently going towards 
Cleria's ſtreet. He went not tar, but Diego 
comes thither; Emzlio orders it ſo, that 
he meets him unqger the window where Cle, 
714 Was; and with a Joud voice, ſays, Sig- 
nor Dzego, this is the place where one of 
us muſt leave his iite, or his Lady, and his 
hand accompanyins» his tongue, he at the 
ſame tune draws his ſword. Dzego does 
the like, who although he behaved himſelf 
oallantly, yet he remains mortally woun- 


ded 
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ded, and his death had ſuddenly followed, 
had not Cleria with her crying out, oblig'd 
Emilio toretire : Diego was Carried home, 
and knowing that himſelf had been the 
cauſe of his miſchance, was calily recon» 
ciled; ſo that their peace was ſoon made. 
The ſucceſs was divul 'd in Lucca. The 
love of Cleria was found guilty , who by 
her husband who threatned to kill her, was 
ſent away to his Country houſe. This 0- 
pinion was noiſed about the 1 own, ſtruck 
Emilio to the heart, ſince it covered her 
with ſhame, who was the ſoul of his ſoul, 
and that himſelf was accuſed , as having 
broken his faith with his friend Hippotto. 
He was afflicted ſo thar he gave all up to di- 
ſpair, and thought on nothing, but to finde 
out a way to undeceive the people, and re- 
cover the Lady her honor, and reſtore his 
own reputation, Being thus agitated in a 
Sea of trouble, he continued his accuſtos« 
med walk through Cler;a's ſtreet, to ſhew 
that he had nor yeilded to Diego, Fortune 
had oblig'd Leonello, a Neapolitan Gentle- 
man to loye Silvia, by way of marriage, 
who liy'd juſt over againſt Cleria's houſe ; 
He began to frequent thar ſtreet, Which 
ſuggeſted ro Emilio's minde, that he mighr 
take this occaſion to aboliſh the {uſpition 
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of thoſe who perſwaded themſelves , thar 
he for love of Cleria had fought with Die 
£0. He hereupon reſolves to quarrel with 
Leonello, and brings his intention to paſs at 
ſuch a time when Hippolito was looking our 
of the Window : and ſtopping him there ; 
Emilio ſays to the other,with a lofty voice : 
Thar if he valued his own life, he ſhould 
voluntarily baniſh himſeelf from thar 
ſtreet; nor any longer pretend to Silvia: 
Leonello, although a youth, encouraged by 
the preſence of his Lady, who then lookrt 
on him , made ready to anſwer him with 
his ſword, and boldly defends himſelf a- 
gainſt Emilio: Yet he remains wounded, 
the other being a pertet good ſword man, 
and at thar time ſeconded with his own na- 
tural fury, reduc'd Leonelo to beg his life 
of him, who as he was retiring wraps him- 
{elf in his own cloak and falls. Emilio gets 
him up and leads him to his houſe, where, 
by the interceſſion of friends, they were 
foon pacified. 

Hippolito, who had ſeen all, was con- 
fus'd, and divulging the ſequel about the 
web firmly concluding,that vorh diſputes 
had been for the love of Silvia; neither 
was there any who now doubted other- 
wiſc; foraſmuch, as in both the written 

agreements 
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agreements, which were already publiſhed 
in Lucca, Emilio had alwaies declared, how 
ke drew his ſword, our of his jealoutfie, for 
Silvia, Hippolito had no ſooner thought 
himſelf an Acteon, bur he had ſhun'd the 
company of the Hunter, and fled from E- 
milio, as a Buck from a Hound ; ſpeaking 
ill of him, and covertly threatning revenge. 
Emilio{lighting his diſdain,began to think, 
ſince he was free from the laws of friend- 
ſhip, how he might p::rſue his loves with 
Cleria, bcing continually ſenſible of the 
flames her beauty had cauſed, which ob- 
lig'd all his thoughts. 
Hippolito, on the other fide, repenting 
his paſt ſuſpitions, every hour condemning 
his folly, for having yeelded to fo falſe a 
belief 3 he reſolves to bring his wife to 
Town again ; who had notice of all what 
had paſt in Luccs ; whereupon ſhe con- 
ceiv'd ſo great a hatred againſt Emilio, that 
her deſires machinated nothing but his 
ruin, as abſolutely beleeving Emilio en- 
amor d of Silvia , Hippolito endeavours to 
reconcile their former triendſhip, refus'd by 
the other, who now aſpir'd to be of his 
kindred, Emilio continued to pals before 
Cleria's houſe, faigning alwaics to court 
Silvia, who giving credit to the appea- 
2 rances, 
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\ xances, with an amorous coreſpondence 
. fayour'd the demonſtrations of his affect. 
on,as far as the termes and limits of civility 
permitted her. Hippolito at laſt thought 
on all thoſe means which might be fir to 
procure Emilio to be again friendly with 
him, and to that end, commands his wife 
ro do the' beſt offices ſhe could poſſibly in 
his fayour towards Silvia, It being Carne- 
vale time, he appoints a ball to be danc'd 
in his own houſe, whereto he alſo invites - 
Silvia, hoping that the love of her, would 
likewiſe bring thither Emilio So it was, 
taking the opportunity of diſguiſing him- 
ſelf ina masking habit, he embraceth the 
party and comes : He was known by Hip- 
polito, who orders Cleria, who was mask'd, 
co ſpeak to him of- S:lvza, offering her aſſi- 
ſtance, kindly forcing him to enter into 
certain chamber to drink, impoſing on her, 
beſides, that ſhe would not ſuffer him to 
depart before ſhe had pacified him, and re- 
concil'd them as they were before, familiar 
friends. +Cleria quickly executes her hus- 
bands commands, and going out of the 
Feaſtival Room, invites Emilio to dance, 
an1 dancceth with him after the cuſtom of 
Lucca, She begins. to diſcourſe with him, 
and asks him of his Miſtris 5 Emilio foons | 
 _ gdilcoyers 
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diſcovers her, and with a languiſhing ſigh 
anſwered her , That from her alone, he 
could hear the moſt deſirable news. They 
both preſt on the orhers hands, ; Jem ra- 
ther with their ſighs, then with their words. 
The Ball being ended, Clerza goes'out, ha- 
ving Emilio by the hand, and brings him 
into a Chamber joyning to the Hall, under 
pretence , that who ſhe had with her would 
unmasked themſelves to drink , but would 
not be known, and therefore ſends away 
the ſervant, who kept it. The door being 
ſhut, and ſhe alone with Emilio, preſently 
takes off the vizard from both heir faces. 
Then ſhe draws out a Dagger, and tels 
him; To vindicate the injuries of thy per. 
fidiouſneſs, Traytor, I thould ſheath this 
in thy heart, butthat I know one death is 
not ſuthcient to revenge the outrages thou 
haſt done me, At theſe words Emilio 
kneeling down opens his naked breſt , ſay- 
ing ; Satisfie then, O my deareſt, thy 
defires, although I haye erred in nothing, 
but in loving thee too much. Thou lyeſt, 
ſays ſhe; Thou haſt to my ſhame and de- 
ſpight loy'd Silvia. Kill me then, replies 
Emilio, that in thoſe charaQters engraven 
in my heart, you may have a ſufficient teſti- 
mony, that I alwaies adored none bur you. 
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Would you have me then kill you , replies 
Cleria? ſoll reſolve; ariſe, and come with 
me, for even now I will deliciate my ſelf 
m thy death; which having ſaid, ſhe 0- 
pens the door of another little Chamber , 
wherein there was a bed, and there knitting 
her armes about his neck,ſhe unlooſed them 
not, till ſhe breath'd her ſoul into him. 
Hippolito expefting to know to what end 

is wife had brought her undertakings, 
thought well of her ſtay : and with this 
hope he went merrily and boldly about, be- 
leeving that his defires would be fclicitated 
by his reconciliation with -Emilio. The 
aood man knew not that his Aſcendant was 
then entring into Capricorn by means of Ge- 


mini, Cleria and Emilis at laſt retird to 


the dancing Room, diverting the toylſom 
paſtimes of the others, in ac of 
the private dance they had had. He dan- 
cing with S:/via, whilſt retiring aſide, ſhe 


| ſets her ſelf down. None obſerv'd Pmilio's 


return, but Hippelito, who being curious 
to know what had been done , quickly ac- 
coſts his wife , enquiring of the ſucceſs : 
She remits the relation to a fitter time ; tells 
him onely , That if another night ſhe 
might repeat the endeavours ſhe had made 
on Emul;o's ſtubbornnefs, fhe was confident 


the 
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the ſhould gain him. He was pleas'd at the 
motion of another feaſt for the following 
night, the betrer to cffc&t the buſineſs which 
was advanc'd,being already diſpoled. Hip. 
polito gladly appoints it, and thereup- 
on they renew the iuvitation. All fuc- 
ceeding according to what had been orde- 
red the precedent night, Cleria invites B- 
milio into the Chamber , which was the 
Theater of their delights, But before them, 
Hippolito, to ſecure himſelf how his wife 
managed the buſineſs, retir'd ſecretly into 
the little Chamber , hiding himſelf under 
the bed. Withour any ſuſpition, the Lo- 
vers ſhut the door, and on the Down they 
ſolace themſelves, with the ſweeteſt exprel- 
ſ1ons of their loves. MHippolito being aſto- 
niſh'd at ſo unexpected a tucceſs, durſt e- 
ven ſ{carce breath , He was difarm'd, and 
on the otherſide, ſaw Emilio well provided 
with Piſtols , ſo that he thought, if he 
thould diſcover himſelf he ſhould certainly 
expole himſelf to death : What his ſenſe 
was in ſo rude a necefſity, to be a witneſs 
of the ſports and pleaſures of the Lovers, 
let him imagine, who can beleeve that he 


was not confounded with various paſſions, | 


At laft the amorous wraſtlers being weary, 
adandon'd the Field , and going out of the 
Room, 
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Room , they heard I know not what ruf. 

ſling under the bed. Cleria being curious 

to know what it was, findes that 1t. was her 

husband who was there; then ſhe cries our, 

Alas, O Emilio, we are loſt 5 The Lover 

moy'd attheſe words, and animated ar the 

accident grew bold, and with his Piſtol in 

his hand, he commands Hippolito to come 

forth,who,being afraid, would not raife his 

knees from the ground, betore he was fe- 

curd they would not take away his life, 
which he (ubmiſſively begg'd from Emilio, 
He freely offered, both ro'him and to his 

wife, pardon for the injuries they had doaec 
his reputation. Cleria obſerving her huſ- 
bands cowardline(s, took heart, and inter+ 
poſeth her interceſſions to divert the other, 
who alwaies ſhewed himfelt unrefolv'd in 
the thought of killing him : he faigns to 
yceld to her prayers ; and depoſing his diſ- 
dain, he accepts the oblation of Cleria's 
pardon, praiſing Mippolito's prudence, for 
that reſolution ; ſhewing, that ſuch like er- 
rors arethe more compatible; foraſmuch, 
as there are commonly but few women, 
who inviolably obſerve. the faith they ow 
their husbanas. He faid that filence and 
carcleſneſs were forms fit in ſuch matters, 
that a man need not be oblig'd to live con- 
tinually 
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tinually diſquieted with his arms in his 
hand, thar in this preſent exigent all ſhould 
ſleepin perpetual oblivion ; that even him- 
ſelf, as he had judg'd this occaſion as a 
dream , ſo he ſhould pur it out of his re- 
membrance. He promiſed that he would 
never commit the like with his wife; which 
ſhe for her part alſo authenticares , aſſuring 
him, that ſhe intended ever hereafter to live 
according to the laws of honor, Afﬀeer- 
wards he proteſts with threats, that if for 
this occaſion he ſhould ever diſguſt Cle- 
r14, With the leaſt ſign of remembring this 
eſcape, he would reſerve to himſelf a nota- 
ble revenge. The other promiſeth what 
was requird of him, with the greateft 
Oathes and Aſſurances that his Minde 
cquld think; Obliging himſelf never more 
to trouble his thoughts with the remem- 
brance thereof. 

With the trueſt Acts of a fincere affeRi- 
on this Agreement was made, of a peace- 
able Union : Neither was the peace ever 
broken; neither did they fail in their pro- 
miſes. Hippolito was oblig'd by the natus 
ral baſeneſs of his minde, and the fear he 
conceiv'd from the Lovers threatnings ; 
Cleria being warned by this danger, was 


perſwaded "to keep her replicated faith, 
knowing 


(172) 
knowing that it is alwaies dangerous to vi- 
olateit. And Emilio returning to his own 
Country, oppos'd abſence to Love, 
whoſe Laws otherwiſe, perhaps, would 
have forced him to deſpiſe all other ob- 


ligations. 
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NOVEL X. 
The ARGUMENT. 


Gelindo to gain the love of Limifinda, ſe 
cretly kills her husband ; ſhe ſuſpedting it, 
and deſirows to revenge it,gnvites Gelindo 
io lye with her , and inſteed of enjoyment, 
ſacrificeth him to her diſdain. 


| OMEN havenot alwaies, as 

| \ / ſom would perſwade, bin unfaith- 
full ro their Husbands ; many 
examples are read of their imprudence,and 
very many may be related, which ſerve for 
Rules of Chaſtity;one among others which 
comes in my minde to diſcourſe, certainly, 


may be numbred amoneft the moſt —_ 
Cc 


LIMISIND A: 


(174) 

ble, worthy to be recommended to Po. 
ſterity. 

In that City which after the deftruttion 
of Troy was built by Antenore, on the moſt 
famous River of Brezt, after that Limiſin- 
ds and Evſebio had lov'd with a ſingular 
correſpondence of affeftion ; They atrain'd 
from the curteous favour of the Stars, and 
from the concordant will of their parents 
the delired end of their Loves : Being 
both bound together in the bonds of Ma- 
trimony. their affeCtionate union was not 
diminiſh'd, bur ſo powerfully day by day 
increaſed, that they were ſingularly admi- 
red by all good husbands, and by all k:nde 
wives, bur paralell'd by none; although 
many at that time, by their example, ob- 
lig'd themſelves to illuſtrate their marriage, 
with an acceſs of affeftion. But Heaven 
15 not alwaies Serene ; neither do Rivers 
alwaics run with pure water. T he bcauty 
of Limiſinaa was of ſuch a temper, that it 
made even ſuch as Senocrites know them- 
ſelves to be men, although without orna- 
ments borrowed from Art, although fel- 


dom ſeen, although look'd upon with curi- 


olity by thoſe eyes which beheld them, and 
deſired by all hearts , innocently murthe- 


rous they bound ro themſelves, amongſt 
others, 


(175) 
others, the good will of Gelizdo, a youth 
to be reſpeted amongſt the firſt of his 
Country , both for the Nobility of his 
Blood, and for the Gentility of his Man- 
ners. He fo fiercely lov'd the Lady, that 
he gave himſelf over to purſue her, with 
all manner of ſerviceable diligence, After 
a long ſucceſſion of time, Limiſinda was at 
laſt aware of the importunate (ollicitation, 
wherewith her new Lover purſued her ; ne= 
vertheleſs, either ſhe would not ſee,or car'd 
not for him, but ſo deſpis'd him, that the 
miſerable man, by reaſon of her honeſt 
behaviour , was often falling through de- 
{pair into an exceſs of phrenly ; he tempts 
by the force of prayers and preſents, to 
poſſeſs himſelf of her ſervants, that at leaſt 
he might procure them to preſent her with 
his ſervice,or his letters; but none of them 
(knowing the Ladies diſpoſition) durſt rake 
the boldnels to offer ir, being confident to 
incur onely ſhame, and perhaps danger. 
The poor young Gentleman knew not 
what todo; he did his beſt to free himſelf 
from thoſe chaines ; bur all his endeavours 
were vain ; Many many months were 
paſt, yet in vain, he could not diſpence with 
his love, having not,as yet,recciv'd the lexſt 
{1gn,. upon which he might ground the leaſt 


hope 
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hope, at any time of being lov'd again, 
Being agitated with all , and the greateſt 
furies which can overwhelm the minde of 
deſperate Lover, The miſerable man of. 
ten thought cvecn to bereave himſelf of his 
own lite, that withal he might free himſelf 
from his rorments. In theſe perturbations 
of minde he grew fo weak, that every man 
thought he was even at deaths door , and 
that with his loves he wonld ceaſe to live. 
He had not, although he had a long time 
been a loyer of Limiſinda, dilcover'd to a- 
ny the ſecret of his heart : bur ſeeing him- 
felf reduc'd to ſuch a condition, that he 
had no more hope of ſafery , he reſolv'd 
to defpoſit it in the boſom of a friend of his, 
whom, before others, from his childhood 
he had ſingularly preferr'd. To him hc 
diſcover'd what had been ſo long time 
hid in his breſt, and in his words fell even 
to theſe exprefiions , that his ill was dert- 
ved from no other cauſe, but from his love, 
and that he could attribute his death to no- 
thing but the cruelty of Zimi{inda, thus be- 
me blinded with paſhon,did he wrongfully 
cal the Ladies chaftity,cruelty:not knowing 
that a man cannat dye unleſs at the fatality 
of the determin'd time, he ſhauld beleeve 


that his death was caus'd by the beauty of 
a 


Con 

womans face. His friend,who cordially 
lov'd him, and who would not have ſpared 
his own lite to preſerve Gelindo's, having re« 
proved him, that he had not before diſco- 
ver d this ſecret to him; comforts him, per- 
ſwading him to expett the health of his bo- 
dy, if he did bur intend his cure, and fo 
finde a certain remedy for the ſickneſs of 
his minde. Our Lover having receiv'd 
ſome caſe from his friends words, and ho- 
ping that ſome time or other he would tell 

im ſome eaſit and ſceure way to gain the 
end of his deſires ; he with patience recetv'd 
the application of remedies for his diſeaſe, 
and after a few daics (although his infir- 
mity paſt ) ſlowly, yer he found himlſelt 
freed of his indiſpoſttion, and {ſcarce had 
he recover'd but a part of his ſtrength, 
when he had recourſe to his friend, that:the 
hopes which from him he had conceived{in 
his minde might not be defrauded, deſi- 
ring him to teach him the eaſteſt way he 
could deviſe, whereby he might enjoy his 
Limiſindi. His friend, who knew the La- 
dies vertue to be ſuch, that it admitred of 
no paralel, and diſcovering in Gelzndo an 


exces which mioht rather be call'd a foo- 


a” 4 : . 
liſh fury, than an amorous affetion , with 
a free diſcourſe ſeeks to reclaim him + ſhew- 


"Io Ing 
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ing him, that in following the vanity of his 
Cappricto's , or rather in perſecuting the 

raiſe worthy conſtancy of Limiſtuda,he be- 

aved himſelf like a mad man, who would 
plough the Sea , and catch the Winde in a 
Net; and finally, after a long diſcourſe, 
concludes, That if he would not retire 
from his undertaking ſome ill accident 
would certainly befal him ; That the Lady 
would cither reſolve to put him from his 
importunity, either accufing of him to her 
hbusband, or making it known to her kin- 
dred, who afluredly would not let paſs un- 
puniſh'd ſo fooliſh a temerity, which en- 
deavoured to ſtain, with notes of infamy, 
the honeſt reputation of another mans Fa- 
mily : Love admits of no adviſe ; he ac- 
knowledgeth the truth of reaſon in his 
friends words , but it being not poſleſt by 
him,the words were but caſt into the air; & 
with this anſwer,onely,leaves he him. You 
ſhall ſoon ſee, ſaith he, whether I, or who 
el{c it is that ſhall be loſt. His friend was 
aſtoniſhed and afflited, that he could no. 
thing move him from avoiding thoſe dan- 
gers, Which threatned him if he ſhould ob- 
ſtinately purſue his intentions. Many daies 
were not paſt, when Exſebio going to a Vil- 
la of his, was ſhot in the flank with a ig” 
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of bullets, he knew not from whence ;, and 
having enmity with no man, he could not 
imagine from whom it ſhould come. This 
hurt made him fall to the ground from his 
horſe, ſo that he could not help himſelf, 
til ſome Country men paſſing by,who knew 
him, put him on their Cart, which was 
loaded with Corn, going for the City, and 
brought him home to his wife, who for the 
diſaſter which had befaln him, was unmea. 
ſurably afflicted. The Phyfitians and Chi- 
rurgians were ſent for , who knowing the 
wound to be mortal, gave him over; yet 
they did not forbear ro apply the beſt reme. 
dies they knew, which were bur all in vain; 
the miſerable man ., at the end of theſc- 
venth day, was forc'd to leave his life and 
his wife ; I ſhould ſay his wife firſt, ſince 
by hini ſhe was preferr'd before it, What 
ſighs and complaints ſhe made ; how ſhe 
roar with her white hands her golden locks, 
and bear her candent breſt, cannot be ex- 
preſt ; the exceſs of them was ſo great, 
that men would hardly find faith to beleeve 
the truth of them. The laſt day of thi 
month was ſcarce at anend, the fair having 
perform'd the obſequies of her deceaſed. 
Husband,when Gelindo was obſety'd, more 
then he was wont, frequently to go about 

N 2 the 
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the Ladies houſe, and with words and ge. 
ſtures to Ciſcover himſelf more enflam'd 
then ever with her unparalell'd beauty. He 
often tempts by mcans of a neighbour of 
bers, that ſhe might procure her for him 
to wife ; cauſing her in his name to make as 
generous offers, as could be made from 
a heart which loves immoderately. Bur all 
vainly ſucceeds, for ſhe was reſolv'd never 
to conſent to any : the rather, for that, aL 
though ſhe was not aſſurcd , yet ſhe 7 
much doubred, that her husbands deat 

had been effeCted by none, but by Gelinas ; 
{o that ſhe did not onely deny to exchange 
love,bur ſhe return'd him one of the fiercelſt 
hatreds that ever woman bore a man. Wo- 
men as well in hatred, as in love, have no 
bridle. but have both in exceſs. The moſt 
beautiful Widow nouriſhing the fire of this 
diſdain within her heart, againſt Gel:ndo 
who ador'd her, often meditates to revenge 
her wrong'd and murther'd husband : and 
becauſe the could finde out no way more 
ſecure, then one, which was to execute 1t 
with her own hands.ſhe deliberates with her 
ſelf, to diſpatch it after this manner. it was 
abour the end of the year of her mourning 
widowhood ; when on a day ſhe cals one 
of the moſt faithtul amongſt her we. 

an 
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and having ſhut themſelves up together in a 
ſecret Chamber, ſhe ſpeaks to her after this 
manner. Foſca, for ſo was her name, 
My long experience of thy fidelity towards 
my perſon aſſures me that I may confide in 
| thee, even one of the higheſt reſolutions 
which I ever made in the whole courſe of 
my life : bur before I diſcover it, think 
well upon it, whether you can be {ure to 
keep it ſecret, for if you finde that you 
have not reſolution enough to filence it, tell 
me that I may not ſpeak it, and I ſhall rake 
another expedient for to accompliſh my 
thought. Its needleſs to relate what Foſca 
anſwer'd, its enough that her words were 
ſuch z that Limriſinda purſued her already 
began diſcourſe. I have alwaies heard 
ſay, that its impoſſible for a young woman 
thats handſom, and that hath taſted the 
delights of her husbands embraces, to live 
long after his death without the company 
of a man, I have prov'd the truth thereof 
trom the afteftions of my minde : I have 
endeavoured a long time ſince the death of 
my dear Euſebio (who is now amongſt the 
Ytars) to violenge my ſelf, and to repreſs 
the heat of youth, which a freſh fomented 
my deſires of thoſe amorous pleaſures : but 


decaule I perceive it impoſſible any longer 
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to overcome the force thereof, I have taken 
a reſolution, that | will not live altogether 
the reſt of my life. unaccompanied of a 
man : Tts true, I wquld not ſubject my ſelf 
to that Nooſe which is not to be unlooſed 
betwixt man and woman , unleſs by the 
death of the one or ather of them : Other 
thoughts, & other deſires poſſeſs my mind, 
The Maid remain'd a while ſuſpended at 
cheſe words of her Miſtris, who obſerving 
it, continued, Wonder not, my Foſca, at 
whatI am to tell thee, and if you ſee me 
chang'd in my opinion,which in the eſteem 
of all was of an unparalell'd honeſty, I 
muſt hereafter live otherwiſe. Reſolve 
therefore on what I ſhall impoſeupon thee, 
for I am confident you will one day praiſe 
me, when you ſhall entirely know 'the end 
of theſe thoughts which revolve in my 
minde, Servitude,fidelity,and the impor- 
tunity of a Lover, with the time,overcomes 
the moſt obſtinate rigour of a womans 
breſt : I am not the firſt who have been fub- 
dyed : Tf thou hadſt ever found thy (elf in 
the like caſe, thou: wouldſt compaſhonare 
& help me, ſo that what thou art to execute 
may be effeted with all poſſible ſecrecy, 
chat it at no time may be known by any, 
but by us two and Gelindo,, whom at the 
: | ſhutting 
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ſhutting in of the Evening thou art to ex- 
pect at a window of the lower room , and 
when he according to his cuſtome paſlerh 
by, caſt him out this paper , wrapt up in 
this ſarſenet, and then preſently retire thy 
ſelf, that he reading ir, may think upon 
what he is to do. The wench rakes the 
letter from her Miſtris,and full of aſtoniſh- 
ment, by reaſon of the novelty of the ac- 
cident, wonders at ſo unexpected a reſolu- 
tion : Yet ſhe promiſeth diligently to per- 
form what was commanded her, and fo 
departs to go about her other houle affairs, 
till che kour come wherein, ſhe Was to exe- 
Cute It. 

The Evening being come, Gelindo pal- 
ſerhrhe ſtreet, and whilſt he caſt his eyes 
rowards the uppermoſt windows of Limz- 
frnda's houſe, where ſometimes he had had 
the fortune to ſee her, there comes to him, 
thrown by the Maid , who ſtood hid be- 
hinde the glaſs of a Balcony, in the lower- 
moſt part of the houſe, this letter involy'd; 
and having obſerv'd him to take it, ſhe pre- 
ſently returns to her Miſtris , to acquaint 
her with the ſucceſs. The diſcreet widow 
ſhew'd ſome tokens of joy in her counte- 
nance, (women can faign at pleaſure) and 
afreſh commands Foſca , that ſhe ſhould 
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go into one of the lower Rooms and pre- 
pare a convenient bed, for that ſhe Was con- 
fident her Lover would that very night 
come to finde her alone, and there ſhe in- 
tended their amorous enjoyments. All was 
executed. Gelixnds having open d the let- 
ter, reads it,and findes theſe words, 


GELINDO, 


ECATVSE it often happens 
that thoſe women who eaſily 
give themſelves in prey to young Lo- 
vers , finde themſelves quickly de- 
ceiv dand penitent : I, that I might 
not fall into the like error, would 
from length of time have experience 
of your faith, and affection , where- 
of being aſſur d, 1 cannot deny you 
the reward ef the exceſſe of the lowe 
which I know you bear me. If it 
| pleaſe you therefore about midnight 
tocome to my houſe , where my Maid 
ſhall expe& you, to let you into the 


plage where you may be bappy : ” 
WI. 
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will either contract marriage, or 0- 
therwiſe, as you ſhall think ft ; Since 
I deſire nothing more, then to be {+ 
ever 

Your Servant 


LiMisSINDA. 


He was aſtoniſh'd at the reading of this 
Letter, and gave Love and Fortune thanks, 
that they had ſhew'd themſelvs {o tavoura- 
ble towards him : Retiring himſelf full of 
thoughts to the others dwelling, expecting 
with impatience, & grievouſly fighing after 
that midnight, which was to be the laſt of 
his life. The hour came, and he departs, 
and alone goes to Limifinda's houſe ; be- 
hinde the door, which was half open, he 
findes Foſca, who with a {mall light in a 
little Lantern, ſtood there expefting him. 
He enters, and is preſently led into the 
Chamber, which he fancied ſhould be the 
Theater of his Pleaſures, but prov'd af- 
rerwards that of his Tragedy, © how ill 
doth a man oppoſe himſelf to what muſt 
happen ! Alas, with what blinde ſteps 
Love guides us to preCipices. 

The Maid leaves him in the Chamber 


with 
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with ſome Candles lighted, and goes up 
Stairs to give notice to her Miſtris. She 
having taken ſome Comfits, and ſome 
coſtly Wines, though ſleepy ; ſends back 

, theMaid, telling her; Bid Gelindo, from 
me, refreſh himfelf with theſe Junkers, the 
better to prepare himſelf for thoſe delights, 
and then come back and I will preſently 
come to him. Foſca goes, and returns, 
The loveſick Gelindo, forc'd himſelf al- 
chough againſt his will, to taſt a part of 
them; and having taken a cup of Wine, 
he ſends it down his breſt, ſending to his 
heart the advertiſement of his own death. 
He had (c:rce drunk , but he t ndes his 
eyes out of meaſure poſſeſt with a heavy 
ſleep. He fits himſelf down on a Chair, 
and {carce was ſetled , but he falls pro- 
toundly aflcep. 

When Limiſinda imagin'd that the 
Poyſon began to work, ſhe comes down 
Stairs, and enters the Room where Ge- 
lindo was aſleep. The young Lady was 
in a confuſion, and almoſt repented that 
ſhe had before taken ſuch a reſolution : 
Nevertheleſs taking up her Heart with 
a Courage, and although ſhe had hid 
a Dagger in a Corner of the Chamber, 


yet would ſhe not take i: ; but takes 
from 
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from the young man that which he wore 
by his fide, and ſtriking it often through 
his throat, he nor. ſtirring at all , other- 
wiſe then ſtreching our his laſt with his 
Legs and his Arms. 

Thus dyed this unhappy man; and 
thus ſhe ſacrificed his Soul ro the Soul 
of her dead Husband. Having execu- 
ted this, ſhe goes up and brings Foſcs 
vith her to terrifie her with the horror 
of this miſerable Speacle. The Maid 
ſayes twice or thrice with a loud voice, 
and with aRions as of a deſperate per- 
ſon. Alas, O God ! Alas ! And had 
foliwed it With other words, had not 
Limiſinds cryed out, and threatned to 
call out for the Neighbourhood , rever- 
{ing all the crime 6n her. Poor 2; tn 
was thus forc'd to be quiet, to fly her 
own ſhame , and the danger of puniſh- 
ment , which the Juſtice might have 
inflited. And being help'd by her Mi- 
ſtris , they {lently carried the body to 
a place z where they buried it, that none 
ever knew any thing of the Fact, till 
many years after it was known from 
Limiſinda her ſelf 2 while betore the hour 
of her death, 


Let 
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Ler the unwary Youth learn by thi 
"+ th 

Hiſtory to Regulate his vided Af. 
tections : Nor ſo much truſt Women, 


as to beleeye they may not 
deceived. A ce rand 


ARMANDO 
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NOVEL XI. 
The ARGUMENT. 


Irlando azx4Armande love Roſalia,avd Ro- 
ſalia aud Emilia love Irlando , axd after 
many various deceits and turns of Fortune: 
finding fidelity in their Lovers , the La- 


dies fix a conſtant and ſincere affettion. 


how much the more ancient, the com- 
pendium of beauty was to be ſeen in 
the likeneſs of a moſt graceful Lady, who 
might kave boaſted to have debauched the 


T: Padua, a City the more noble, by 


graces 
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oraces from Yenws, to get a glorious trair, 
tor her ſelf : Whenloever the made ſhew of 
her ſelf to the cics of orhers,'twas neccflary 
to belecve, that heaven keeping open Court 
did abundantly diſperſe its ſplendors. Who 
with a chance look could ſteal away pledges 
of Love, ſhe had a perpetual light in her 
minde, which rallied up in the thoughts of 
all the hight of the greateſt beauties which 
poſſibly could be admired in a created ob- 
jet ; Glances need not be repeared in that 
face, which lightning with Majeſty , ob- 
lip'd the errors ,of a timerous boldnels to 
correct themſclves with modeſty. Sitting 
ſometimes at a window, ſhe ſent abroad 
Love her ſon to hunt after hearts, born from 
her eyes, and bred inthe cradle of her lips, 
and raiening inthe throne of her counte- 
nance. There were bound with the chains 
of her looks the ſouls of a thouſand Lo- 
vers: With an extraordinary violence, be- 
ing ſo neer theſun, every one was conſtrai- 
ned cither to have the tenderneſs of his 
heart melted, or burnt with the bait of at- 
fections. In fine, the rayes of Divinity 
could finde no fitter ſphere, then that moſt 
beautiful face, when it would make it {elf 
viſible to mortal eyes. Ir was once gaz'd 


on by two Cavaliers, born in France, but 
following 


(i91) 
following their ſtudies, inhabitants of that 
City. 

The conjunCion of their minds had una- 
nimouſly led them out of their Native 
Kinedom, and indiffolyably link'd them 
rogether with the tyc of a ſingular friend- 
ſhip; inviolably obſerving the laws therc- 
of, they never ſuffered their alwaies regula- 
ted affections to diſturb their mutual con- 
tentment, They were unanimous in their 
apparel and diet, inſeperable in conver- 
ſation , and indiviſable in love ; ſo that 
they it ſcem'd agreed together to loſe their 
liberties, the ſoul willingly following the 
looks, fled away to impriſon it ſelf (Uf we 
may call Heaven a priſon) in the boſom of 


ſo eminent a beauty. They unanimouſly 
Courted the Idol, who on the Altar of her 


Window , receiv'd the victims of their 
hearts : they ſometimes fix'd their eyes on 
one another ; 1 know not wherher to move 
a mutual pitty towards eithers ardors , and 
to reſtifie the excels of that beauty, which 
ſilencing the tongue, rendred the eyes talk- 
ative : yet was it ſuperfluous for the eyes to 
yo the language of admiration, ſince all 
the viſible ſpecies which that face repreſen. 
ted, were as many Characters, which cir- 
cumſcrib'd the neceſflity of aſtoniſhmenr. 


Ic 
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It was needleſs alſo for them to commu- 
nicate alternatively the kindled flames of 
their inward afte&tions ; ſince either ofthem 
had in him a living fire, wherein the moſt 
vital ſpirits of theminde were couſumed. 
But perhaps thoſe looks were with more 
ruth to be call'd effects of rhe already con- 
ceiv'd jcalouſie of their hearts, for thoſe 
beloved beauties, fo that they would ſp 
one the others counterfigns paralel with 
their own, whereby they might conjecture 
the others love. 

The winde of a cofcordant figh at laſt 

10Wes away the aſhes which hid the fire 
of love; whereupon not to belye the truth, 
they both confeſt themſelves to be Lovets. 
A remedy for ills, which might have been 
bred with the diſcontent of their wills, in 
conſideration of their ancient friendſhip, 
which ought nor to ſuffer prejudice by this 
improvident fury , rather then affection , 
both of them did glory to yeild this object 
to the other , which the more eſtimable it 
ſhew'd it ſelf, it ſo much the more authen- 
ticated the excels of their faith , whereby 
they correſponded with a voluntary priva- 
tion to felicirate his friend with the pol- 
ſeſſion; with the touches of a gentle affectt- 


on, they mutually conſecrated to eithers 
- Con- 
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contentment; tlie enjoyment of that beauty, 
which although it was the life of their 
hearts, was willingly renounc'd by them, 
whoſe mindes were the will and pleaſure of 
his friends; this ſtrife laſted lohg, till by 
an abſvlure proteſtation they both denyed 
themſelves to be Lovers: 

The like conteſt at the ſame time hapned 
with the beloved Lady & a neighbour and 
friend of hers,who by accident was there at 
the ſame time when the two Cayalicrs were 
looking on them. The beauties of her face 
were not deſpicable , bit worthy of a pud- 
lick eſteem , had they not been prejudic'd 
by the vicinity of thoſe which exceeded in 
beauty,even the otdinary power of Nature, 
They both obſerved «the Cavaliers looks , 
wherein they ſaw the ſparks of Loves fire, 
which cannot be hid when they tranſmit 
flames from the heart to the cies. They were 
both alſo onely pleas'd with 1rlando, who 
was inferiour in age,though ſuperiour inthat 
delert,which by youth and beauty prevattes 
with Ladies. In the courſe of their praiſes, 
they diſcover'd either of them unawares 
their inward affetions the more freely, ha- 
ving as yet not known the knot of their ri- 
valſhip: but they were no ſooner advis'd 
of the conſent of their thoughts, which 

O harmontoufly 


TR _ 
harmoniouſly agreed to the love of the on- 
ly beauty, but they oblig'd themſelves ro 
repentance, leaſt they ſhould go too far in 
their diſcourſe. Emilia moſt of all, fea- 
ring a treacherous prejudice to her practiſes, 
being inferiour to the other in beauty, 
thought ro diflemble the inclination of her 
KS, abſolutely denying to love 1rlando, 
to retreeve the error ſhe had before com- 
mitted by the liberty of her diſcourſe; yet 
within her ſelf ſhe reſolves to outgo her 
with exceſs of favours, forerun the others 
endeayours,who preſum'd the victory from 
the exceſs of her beauty. After ſome diſ- 
courſes, ſhe taking leave, ſeeks to confound 
the remembrance of Love ; yet with a ſol- 
licitous dilligence by counterfigns,ſhe ſends 
tro enquire that Cavalier's lodging , and 
writes him a lettcr to this purpoſe. 


S1 8, 


i Canuwot withhold my ſelf from 
— *467:00ng you that I am your 
Lower - 'twere to offend the fingular 
merit of your condition, to think it 
bard for you to beleeve your ſelf «- 


dore- 
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Horeable, ewen from one who hath 

learnt it but by the knowledge of a 

lock only: I invite you to enjoy me,not 

to return me your lowe, for 1 dare nos . 
pretend ſuch a reward, being oblig a 
70 ſacrifice my ſelf, ſince my affeGit- 
ons bave already deſtin d me your 
e1Gim ; Beſides,that I know no qua- 
lities in me worthy of you, T hope 
only that I may acqutire with a fleod of 
delights, the fertility of your lowe. 1 
ſhall this night expe you , prepa- 
ring @ Rooin for you in my beſom, 
where yout ſhall receive the Careſſes 
of that heart, which to pleaſe you 


would exviſcerate your 
-»BMILIA. 


With theſe invitations ſhe thought to 
catch the young man, who commonly 
loves but to enjoy. Senſe predominating, 
cauſcth that violence with is attributed to 
affeCtion : The end of his amorous thoughts 
are a bed, although he fancy a Cekſtial 

O 2 beauty 
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beauty for the Sphere. The offer of enjoy- 
ment was the fitteſt bait to make a prey of 
his heart, which ſooner might -be caught 
by the hook of once delights, then co- 
lour'd appearances. Emilia being thus 
perſwaded , reſolves to be thus prodigal, 
ro triumph over the other , whom ſhe ſup- 

ofed to preſerve the pride of her beauty 
in its hight, would be more moderate of her 
fayours,yet it even ſubdues the pride of that 
love which ſuppreſſeth Majeſty,as contrar 
to its laws. She acknowledgeth the _ 
tyof ſubmitting to that power, which brag- 
ging of his triumphs over the Gods them- 
ſclves,it might more reaſonably carry away 
trophies from her, although ſhe had a part 
of Divinity in her looks. 

Having _w_ ſtrugled with her thoughts, 
ſhe ar laſt yeilds, giving way to a wounded 
quill to diſtil leods of ink , with the. like 
ſentiment of her heart. | 


SIR, 

HAT heart which perſwades 

me that it was no temerity to 

love you, hath embolden d me to diſ- 

cover my ſelf zour Lower : 1 ſhall 
g0t 
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not multiply atteſtations to make you 
beleeve the truth of my Afﬀection ? 
My ſudden reſolution 1s a ſufficient 
teſtimony with your ſangular deſert : 
Your being aman, and inthe quality 
of a Cavalier preſcribes you the duty 
romake you know this lowe 1 ſhall ex- 
pect effects rather then promiſes; Re- 
ſoiwv2 to anſwer me with your ſight, & 
conſent but to wil what ought ſecretly 
to be approv d by the deſires of youty 


RosSALIA, 


This Letter Roſali4 writes , for ſo was 
her name, ſhe uſing Emzlia's Meſenger,who 
was alſo to deliver the other , wherewith 
ſhe was already truſted : Their expreſs 
charge to bury in filence theſe loves, 
weav d thenet, the buſineſs chiefly con- 
fiſting on the mutual ſecrecy of theſe Lo- 
vers. They were Rivals without diſcor- 
dity , concurring even to prevail by the 
ſame means, which they had one way com- 
 menc'd, and onthe other cſtrang'd them- 


ſelves, from the pretended end. 
O07 7 <a 
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The like in the mean time happen'd tg 
the two before-nam'd Cavaliers. The re- 
yolution of thoughts diſfoly'd, the promi- 
ſes they had made to love the Lady no 
more, leaſt their concurrance might break 
the union of their amity ; either of them 
being aſſaulted with an army of paſſions, 
which warr'd under the ſame Enftgn of that 
admired Beauty , was forc'd to hazard 
their friendſhip, that they might not vilifie 
their love, Their inſeparable conſervation 
cave them no other means, but that of 
letters to inſtance their affections to their 
bcloyed, which requir'd for their ſervitude 
the reward only of their Miſtrifſes graces. 
So that unanimouſly, although disjunctive- 
ly they reſolve to pur their hopes in by- 
waies, that the tra&t of their Characters 


might ſecure the following ſteps of their 
hopes. 1rlando writes thus. 


\ 


F aireſt Lady, 


; [ Cannot exaggerate the quality 
* of my ardqrs, which are even 
*exſtinguiſh'd by the ink , diſcre- 
_— £ dited 
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£ dited by the Hiperboles which a 
© pen can afford :. Protibit buc 
©rheſe, and I am denied to exprels 
©the truth of my affections; yer 
nevertheleſs, if the refleion of 
*your countenance will illuminate 
* the obſcurity of chele Characters, 
*you will know what the fire 1s, 
' © which 1s enlighcaed by the rayes 
* of ſo much beauty. Admit me 
* burto your prefence, the tongues 
*of my flames (hall ſpeak in my 
"eyes, to witneſs that my heart 1s 
*'a living furnace ; my blood ſhall 
*afſureyou, that the woundof my 
* aftections is made by your looks; 
*{o tharas its ulual, in preſence of 
* my Murthereſs, my face will ſhew 
*youa bluſhing mantle, to teſtife 
*1t worthy of a kiſs ; Beſides, 1 
( * ſhall ſhew my heart not onely 
* wounded, but torn ; whereby 
"you cannot but be oblig'd our of 


O 4 pity 
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*pitty to the duty of a civil corre- 
* lpondence. 
Tour Servant and Lover 
FT kLANDO. 


To teſtify his amorous thoughts he re- 
commends this Letter, having Sled 'tup, 
co a fairhful ſervant of his; commanding 
tim to conceal, eſpecially from his friend 
this love negotiation, affirming thar ſecre- 
cy was the chiefeſt part of his hopes. Who 
in the ſame manner, and with the ſame or- 
ders had reccived a Letter from Armando, 
for ſo was the other Cavalier call'd ; In 
which, this was written, 


F arreſt Lady, 
: Fietion hath no bridle to 
A * reſtrain 1t within thole I1- 
* azits, Which bound the knowledg 
of my {mal merit unruly in Love's 
*carriere from that point where 1t 
received the impulle of its vio- 
* lence, which being tro your beau- 
*ty, its nowat laſt reduc'd to this 

. : * re» 


wi x 


a 


* 
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© reſolution 3 conſidering that all 
& wills guided by reaſon are oblig'd 
ro love whats fair ; whereupon 1 
© ought not to fear the diſcovery of 
© the exceſſive love of this heart, 
© which were guilty , if ir ſhould 
*notloveyou; It itact tnen con- 
© formable to its duty, it deſerves 
©no puniſhmen : forbid your cru- 
*elty therefore co puniſh me with 
© rigour, ſince 1 love you, and ra- 
* ther ler it acquit me the reward 
© of anamorous correſpondence , 
* obliging me to {crve your merit 
* with the weight of thoſe ſuffe- 
© rings which love begers; which 
"you your felf knowing, may al- 
* {ure your ſelf that my affecions 
*Iye nar, but you oughtalſo tocon- 
*{ider it injuſt to ſuffer for me the 
' fallacy of my hopes. Its ſuffici- 
ent, I fay I Ioveyou, ſor your 
*Knowing what your beauty de- 

* lerves, 
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* ſerves, will alſo know what your 


© attection owes to. 
Tour Serwant in Love 


ARMANDO. 


Both theſe Letrers come to Roſalia's 
hands almoſt at the ſame time, when thoſe 
ot tor Meſſengers were delivered 1rlando 
trom the two Ladies. The foul of thi; 
G4viierian with its moſt vital ſpirits, to 
20307 with gratitude that of his beloved. 
In the tenderneſs of his higheſt Jubily the 
affections extended themſelves, that they 
might the more actively riſe ro the Sphere 
of {o much contentment, and to ſhun the 
neceſlity of being carried away by the vio- 
lence of fo great a joy. Finding himſelf gra- 
tified with a correſpondence which he de- 
ſir'd, he thought he might preſage, thar his 
love would moſt happily ſucceed, when gra- 
ces ran beforc the very flight of his deſires, 
'Twas fit for him to moderate the effects of 
ſo much ſweetneſs in reading Emitza's Let- 
ter, whoſe civility rather invited, then enti- 
ced, that heart which rejoyc'd onely in its 
effects, for the beauty of the other. 

Armando comes in when his eyes and 


his 
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11s minde were attentively examining thoſe 
Characters ; to whom, ſmiling, he ſhews 
the Letter,diſcovering thoſe heedlels loves; 
but hides Roſalia's , eſtceming, that confi- 
dence without judgment , might ruin the 
intereſt of his feliciry. When Love will 
be alone, all his lawes are contrary to thoſe 
recepts which converſation or triendſhip 
bath eſtabliſhed. The remembrance of 
Love raiſerh ſuſpitions, original even in him 
from his own knowledge, they having 
unanimou!'y ador'd that Lady. + Bur al- 
though they had had no occaſion to doubt 
rivality, yet he might fear leaſt he migit 
fail of ſuch a beauty, who was {o apt to 
afford fayours and love : So that in dif- 
courſing of Emilia, he ſhew'd himfelt, 
even in his memory far from thinking on 
the other, naming her onely when it was 
neceſſary to circumſcribe this compariſon 
of hers. The Gentleman, who thought 
this occaſion fir ro felicitate his thoughts, 
us'd all the efficacy poſſible to perſwade his 
his friend not to refuſe the favors of ſo lo- 
ving a Lady; which if he could have ob- 
lig'd him to, he pretended that it would 

be free for him to ſeck Roſalia's love. 
Extending his ditcourſe in her praiſe, ce- 
lebrating her ſingular merit to ſhew pac 
| ow 
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how unjuſt the refuſal of his affe&tion would 
be. Hetells him, that the fairer a woman 
is, ſheis ſo much the prouder, and leſs tra- 
able then another, who being inferiour in 
beauty, would be wanting as much of 
pride, which uſually checks the delights of 
love, Ina fair woman, quarrels and con- 
teſts were ordinary , foraſmuch as know: 
ing the power her looks have over hearts, 
ſhe alwaies pretends ſuch an Empire over 
her Lovers , that it often deſerves the title 
of Tiranny. He added, that it was the 
common courſe of Nature, that where 
beauty was wanting , ſhe ſupplied it with 
abundance of graces, which give the beſt 
reliſhes ro amorous delights, Ar laſt he con- 
_ cluded; Thar when we aſpire to the higheſt? 
pitch of proſperity in love , a man never 
ought to make choice of a Lady of exce(- 
ſive beauty. It being ſuthcient,ſo ſhe be not 
deform'd to that heart which ſeeks true and 
continued enjoyments : In obliging them 
by the intereſt of higher contents, a man 
might perhaps preſume to make the obler- 
yance of that duty inevitable , whereby 
he was bound not to refuſe the invitation 
of ſo much civility, And in fine, That 
his perſwaſions were not ill grounded - 
That as Emilia's beauty was not in excels, 


yet 
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yet Was it not far ſhort. Yet all this could 
not pervert 1rlando's thoughts , who trea- 
cherouſly glorious, applauded in himſelf 
how he was lifted up by his towring hopes 
to a heaven far more ſublime : He could nor 
have prejudic'd his fortune by changing his 
propos'd election for all the treaſures of the 
world : yet on the other fide, he fancies, 
thinking he might gain a greater liberty in 
his love with Roſalza, could his diflimula= 
tions but be credited, as made to Emilia. 
The other remains ſo fully deceiv'd in be. 
leeving theſe appearances ; whence conclu- 
ding that he could nor offend their friend- 
ſhip, he deſigns to follow the waies of 
love with that Lady who wholly poſleſt his 
minde. 

Nevertheleſs Irlando adyanceth to en- 
joyment, before the other procures himſelf 
ro be loved. He writes back to both the 
Ladies with a diverſc ſenſe, according to 
the pleaſure of his affe&tions, - or according 
to the little Correſpondence of his minde. 


Thoſe he ſent to Roſalia were thus ex- 
preſs'd. 


Faireſt 
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F aireſt Lady, 

HE ſhowers of your civili- 
Sc , Which diflolves in de- 
© luges of grace, might juſtly threa- 
*ten tempeſts of diſdain, ſhould [ 
© nor come to enjoy the preſence of 
© that ſun, from which there diſtils 
*adew of delights. To nightI 
* ſhall come to ſacrifice my lite with 
© a {weet deach on the Altar of your 
" *breſt. [ beſcech you to appoint the 
*ſhelter of my felicity in your 
* friends and neighbours houſe, re- 
*tiring your ſelf thither for this 
* night, I have already underſtood 
*by your Meſſenger, that there isa 
© door which affords the comman- 
* ding of a mutual paſſage, where- 
* by it will withour difficulty ſuc- 
*ceed. You ſhall from me under- 
*ſtand thereafons hereof : Expe& 


©t:z]l F authenticate with more 
© devour 


TIT "ue" 
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© devout obſcquiouſneſs the ecx- 
(cels of my affeqion and ob- 
{ ligations, who now onely re- 
Cyerently incline to that heaven, 
© which 1o prodigiouſly hath dil- 
© penc'd the influence of ſo many 
© favours, 


He gave another form to the Letter di- 
reed to Emilia; wherein he thus writ. 


C 


Treacherous liberty makes 
*a man ſometimes beleeve 
* himſelf abus'd, even when he is 
*favour'd ; ſo that the excels of 
*your civility in loving me, being 
*ſuperiour to any deſert of mine, 
*1s eltecm'd by me as the pleaſant 
*ſportings of your affeCion ; 
* and for ſuch I receive them, ſo 
*that[ eſteem my ſelf diſoblig'd to 
*a true correſpondence in Love : 
* beſides, that I am altogether in- 
| *Capableof ſuch a Ladies favour, 


| b, 


© which 


: 
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*which being ſoill plac'd, would 
© on the one fide be too much 
*flighred, or being on the other 
© fide too heavy , would oppreſs 
© me : Beſides, I reftife not your fa- 
*vours to withdraw my felt from 
* the burthen of your obligations, 
© but that | may nor appear a Mon- 
©ſter by the union of {o much grace 
*with fo lirtle merit. Reſerve 
*thoſe Treaſures ro honor more 
* worthy Subjets, ſince from the 
* obligation onely, I amalready 
*gain'd to your ſervice; I ſhall im- 
* delibly preſerve my part of ſuch 2 
*debt to repay it, by ferving, if 
* not by loving you. 


Theſe Letters being ſeal'd, he diſtin- 
uiſhed them onely with a mark, of which 

e gave the bearcr notice which he was to 
give Roſalia, and which to Emilia, The 
chance was, that theſervant cither forget. 
ting the marks, or miſtaken in the know- 
ledge, 
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ledge, in the delivery , betrayes his Ma- 
ſters will, yet not Fortune, Emilia looking 
on the letters which were written to Roſas 
{:a, preſenting the readineſs of an aftetio- 
nate correſpondence, was poſlſeſt with the 
extremities of an frat joy; the ſa- 
tisfaction of her defires, was the hight of 
her greateſt contentments which ſhe pre- 
ſumed ſhe could taſt at the table of earthly 
dclights,with a perfe&t complicency,thunke 
ing ſhe had gotten her own will,ſhe rejoyc'd 
in her ſelf in the ſublimity of thoſe conceirs 
which might cauſe her to ſee her ſelf no leſs 
fortunate, then ſhe was reverenc'd. 
 _  Roſalia's thoughts were otherwiſe divi- 

ded , diſdaining thoſe refuſals which ſhe 
rhought impoſſible for any who had cyes to 


ſee her beauty. Her fury machinated a rigo- 
rous revenge; but her pride commanded 


her to vindicate her ſelf by diſdain onely. 
Thatbeauty which prefum'd it ſelf envied 
by heaven, provok'd her to treachery, ſec- 
ing it ſelf {lighted by a man; yer could 
ſhe not contain her ſelf from witneſſing the 
ſenſe of her mind, which committing to pa- 
per,in theſe words ſhe preſents to the know- 
ledge of Irlando. © 
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 #n lowing you, by 
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E knows not how to adjuſt binr- 
ſelf to receive favours, who 


| knows not how to deſerve them : He 


who will not receive from heaven the 


fecondity of Rain, let bim expe the 


cruelty of Thunder. I condemn you to a 
perpetual exile from my preſence,from 
the place where 1 dwel; you ſball know 
me for an Enemy, ſince you would not 
enjoy me as a Lover; Thus Tintend 
not to puniſh you, but to corre& 
my own error, which was committed, 


RosaLlla: 


Theſe Characters had been much more 
grateful to the Gentleman, if as they were 
a bar tothe feliciry of his contentment, 
they had brought with them the end of his 
life; grief wrought not his death, it went 
farther, ir ſtupified him. He eſteem'd this 
torment a puniſhment, for having treache- 
rouſly been liftcd up with boldneſs on the 
foundations of her civility; knowing no 
other crime in him, bur his ſpeed to run to 


the 
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the offer'd bait : He judg'd that this ſud- 
denrigour, was a pennance for having been 
contrary to the condition of her ſex, too 
liberal of her favours: He conſiders that 
the efficacy of humility, the force of 
prayers and of conſpiracies might remove 
the ſiniſter influence of this his Star. 
Whereupon he reſolves, either with art, or 
with the importunity of prayers to gain 
admittance into her preſence , and then his 
rongue being animated with accents from 
the intereſt of his heart, would move the 
inſtances of an affeftionate pitty. Thar 
very night he reſolves to have recourſe to 
the Tribunal of Love, where the juſtice of 
Reaſon would not be excluded; if they 

were not exalted. | 
Emilia inthe mean time, by the ſtealth 
of chance, enjoy'd that proſperity which 
was the others due. In conformity to the 
order recciv'd in her Lovers Letter, ſhe en- 
treates Roſalia for that night to change 
houſes with her, and civilizeth the demand 
with the excuſe of an abuſive deceit hap- 
pen'd to-a Maid of hers. She obtains her 
deſire without oppoſition , which their 
friendſhip prohibited and the opportunity 
of pratifying requir'd. In theſe walls ſhe 
fancies that hight of enjoyment which her 
P 3 thoughts 


, 
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thoughts expeCted from the embraces of a 
young Lover. All her Afﬀections were 
vows direRed to the Temple of Love, in 
gratitude for that proſperity which ſo fin- 
oularly favour d her. Had time moy'd 
according to her importunity, hours would 
have flcd like rainutces_rendred ſwift by the 
wings of her deſire. 


Irlando alſo with the air of his fighs (ol- 


 licited the Sun to take his lodging in the 


Sea, ſo that the ſucceeding obſcurity of the 
night might favourably 'bring him to Roſa- 
lia to quench her diſdain, He had a thou- 
{and Chimera's of puniſhments, fancy'd new 
forms of humiliations, extraordinary ſigns 
of pennance, that he might laſt of all con- 
ccive the requeſt of her loſt favour. He 
pants to get to that gate, on the threſhold 
whereof he reſolv'd to terminate the courſe 
of his life, could: he not finde means 
for his hop'd for pardon. He goes to 
the very houſe of Roſalza, thinking-thar her 
diſdain would not have ſuffered her to ſe- 
cond his demands,” by the change he. had 

intimated in his Letter, WY 
He was little leſs then ſtupified, when in 
appearance he ſeem'd deluded from the like 
tear, ſeeing himſelf cnrteouſly introduc'd 
by the ſeryants, who as it ſeem'd had ſtay'd 
long 
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long Waiting for him, and hearing his name 
they preſently freely admitted him : which 
was by Emilia's order,who impatient of de- 
lay, had ſent them to meet and receive him. 
He could not beleeve that ſuch like honors 
proceeded by their error of not knowing 
him; Ir being ſo,that the more they confir- 
med themſelves in knowing him to be 1r- 
[ando, with ſo much the more curtcous vbſe. 
quiouſneſs was he reſpeted. Ar the enqui. 
ries he made of the Lady, under the name 
of their Miſtris, he was anſwered, that ſhe 
expcQed him with troubles , for his ſtay 
had been intollecable, had he prolong'd the 
enjoyment of his preſence, He was aſto- 
niſhed within himſelf unable to conceive at- 
fections of wonder equal to that accident, 
hearing atteſtations of love, when ro him- 
ſelf he had only received Characters of aſſu- 
rances of hatred. 

He then would by ſeveral replies be cer- 
tified, whether that were Roſalia's hoſe, 
he could not but beleeve himſelf deceiv's, 
thinking it impoſſible , that he ſhould be 
come thither ro receive favours, when he 
purpolely came to beg pardon, When ar 
laſt he was undeceived of all error, either 
from himſelf , or the ſervants, he be- 
- Zins to doubr leaſt thoſe incitements of 
F3 {ecurity 
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ſecurity were not directed onely to betray 
him: He ſuſpe&ts leaſt ſnares to revenge 
herſelf were hidden under that faign'd ap- 
pearance of love, and that heaven appear'd 
ſerene the more grievouſly to puniſh him 
with the thunder of her diſdain. Having 
pull'd up his courage, he went up the ſtairs, 
conſideting, that he ought not to abhor to 
fall a victim immetrc'd in his own blood in 
her hauſe whom he had ador'd. 
. Being come to the top he meets Emilia, 
who taking him faſt by the right hand, 
without ſaying any thing to him, leads him 
alone with her into a Chamber, Ac this 
action the Gentleman had a greater occaſ1- 
on to ground his ſuſpitions. He with rea- 
ſon doubted , that ſhe being offended by 
his refuſals, and thereupon our of diſdain 
had with the other conſpir'd his ruin. He 
condemns the fallacy of ſuch thoughts ; 
when the door being ſhut, Emilia begins 
with ſweet kiſles 7 affectionate embraces 
ro expreſs the tenderneſs of her exviſcera- 
ted paſſion, His civility was confounded 
with theſe replicated encomiums, profefling 
£0 gratifie his favours; ſo much the more 
did thefe move 7rlando to aſtoniſhment, not 
knowing what obligation of gratitude ſhe 
could have, unleſs ſhe was of his race, who 
8) "NT 
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eſtcem'd offences, and ſlights favours. The 
Lady ſeeing this ſullen ſtarchneſs in her Lo- 
ver, and appropriating the caule to a cold- 
neſs of Nature, even to a chilneſs, ſhe 
thought to warm him with uſing the more 
carreſſes and courtſhips, the exhalations of 
an amorous fire. Yet he ſtifning himſelf 
the more at this heat, inſteed ro liqui- 
fie a ſweet tenderneſs of heart, ſhe touch- 
eth him with the iron of reproof to try of 
what ſtuff he was made, fince he ob- 
ſtinately reſiſted the flames, which every 
way iflued to fire him ; ſince he ncither re- 
ſtrained the knot of her embraces, nor re- 
turned the ſtrokes of her kiſſes, nor coun- 
terchang'd the words of her carreſſes. Per- 
haps, ſays ſhe, Iam a Meduſa, ſince with 
the ſhield of my looks.I change them who 
look upon me into ſtones 2 What novel- 
ty renders you inſenſible « What change 
renders you immoveable ro my aaorous 
effects ? Did you then ſo curteouſly conſent 
to my invitation, and do you now deſpiſe 
the guift : Did you admit into the breſt of 
your civility my offers, and now do youre- 
fuſe the favours. | | 

Let it not invigorate your paſſion (an- 
ſwer'd Irlando) that you ſee your (elf depri- 
ved of your preceded contents, fince your 
P 4 hopes 
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hopes are unjuſtly clothed with the ſpoiles 
of my affection ; T-am aſtoniſh'd, that the 
denials I ſent you in my Letters, adviſed 
you not What a correſpondence you might 


expect in the moſt evident expreſiions of 


love. 

What denials, ſays ſhe, (with the ſignes 
of aſtoniſhment) do you ſpeak of 2 what 
Letters? Rather becauſe I credited yours 
now I may fay ſcorns, which before | 
rhought the as of a Gentleman, whom T1 
have but roo much fayour'd. In ſaying ſo, 
ſhe ſhews him the Lerter, which diſcovers 
the deceit to his underſtanding. In look- 
ing over thoſe lines, which were paths of 
love. made for his heart to make way to 
Rofalia, Do you call theſe, ſaid the Lady, 
denials ? Are theſe demonſtrations of love 
importunate and unfit ? Alas,cither the re- 
membrance betrays the intention to have 
{corn'd me, or the pen in writing betrays 
the heart V hich refuſeth me. 

Ati nor your ſelf, Madam, ſays Irlaw- 
ao,as deſpis'd by me,who may rather com- 
plam as SEE been abus'd by Fortune. 
There is no crime in this, rhat your hopes 
thould riſe where the accomplithment can- 
not ſucceed. Mine was to give flight to 
rhele amorous CharaRers, that they mg 

ne 
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neſt my affections in Roſalia boſom. Chance 
brought them to yours, which was his mi- 
ſtake to whom 1 truſted my 'Letters for 
their ſafe deltvery. You are not therefore 
tothink your ſelf offended, fince he doth 
not deſpiſe the deſert of a Lady whom he 
cannot love, chiefly becauſe his affections 
arc oblig'd to another. This paſſion natu- 
rally knowing no curb or rule, thinks 1t its 
property to 1un whether its genius or ſenſc 
inclines it: I am forc'd by your civility and 
love to be oblig'd to you , though I cannot 
be a Lover. Love, as an a& of free will, 
knows no other laws but eletion. If this 
gratific not your deſires, condemn Deſtiny 
or Cupid, and not me who reſpe&t and 
admire in you your admirable quahries. 
Ewmilia's thoughts being undeceived , 
ſhe oblig'd them to afpire to another 
{phere, for thar there they could nor fix the 
Center of their felicities. She lets him go, 
faigning a diſdain with all poſſible appea- 
rance, that ſhe might nor be ſcen in a nece(- 
firy to beg a mans love. The Gentleman 
goes out of the houſe, thinking he went out 
of hell, where his ſtay every moment had 
ncreas'd new griefs, The cauſe being al- 
ready underſtood of the revolution of Ro- 
[alia's affeions, had fixt in his —_ 
the 
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the Emerg of the loſs of her love, by af. 
ſuring her, t 


at not his own deſpight, bur 
the abuſe of Fortune had proyok' 


i his dif- 
dain. Heaſſured himſelf of regaining her 
favour , when from the quality of the ac- 
cident ſhe ſhould acknowledge the bonds 
of his ſincerity. Her fury not ſuffering 
her to attend to words, he determines to 
diſcriminate himſelf in a Letter, wherein he 
deſcrib'd what hapned by anothers , and 
not by his fault. 

Yet they came not in a proſperous time 
according to his defires; Roſalza being ſolli- 
Cited by theſe recriminations to her beleev'd 
diſdain, at the coming of Armando's Let- 
ter, ſhe was perſwaded to give her ſelf with 
her affe&tions to him; ſince by his refuſal, 
Irlando had already rendred himſelf unde- 
ſerving. To oblige theſe, ſhe conſider'd, 
that there reſplended more in him the 
conditions of a compleat Cavalier, and 
conſequently, that he more defery'd to be 
lov'd. Rcſolving at laſt tro employ her 
thoughts, which being kept idle, might 
perhaps reconcentrate again in 1rlaxdo, ſhe 
Wrot for an an{Wer to his,as followerth, 


S188, 
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SIR, ; 

Eing honor d by your favours, 
I ought to be grateful by my cor- 
reſpondence. Should Irefuſe to be 
low d by you, I ſhould prejudice my 
ſelf by depriving my ſelf of a grea- 
ter glory then I can pretend to de- 
ſerve, If even it were grateful to 
me to be beleved without returning 
you lowe, it would be nnjuſily to en- 
Joy thoſe graces without exchange 
of obligation. Be therefore aſſured 
of my affecion, for a pledge of which, 
Ito naght invite you tothe Chamber 
of Emilia my Neighbour , where the 
comfort of your preſence ſhall be expe- 


Ged by 


RosAaLlla. 


The news of ſo much felicity came late 
to Armanao,yet he ſpecdilv tranſports him- 


ſelf ro rake poſſeſſion, Whereupon at the 
ſame time, wherein 1rlands conteſted with. 
Emilia, 
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Emilis, he enjoy'd his practice with Roſu- 
tia; Being pleas'd with her faſhions , he 
long entertains himſelf with her, who flar. 
ring him with the others refufal, which 
Had neceſſitated her, to apply her affeQions 
infuch a change , to ſo worthy a Cavalier. 
Taking leave, he rerurns home, commen- 
Cing to prove thaſe impatient longings, 

which oblig'd him to expect the evening of 
the following day, when he was to conti- 
nue his amorous converſation. He runs 
quickly to his friend, ro whom he imparts 
the exceſs of his joy, relating the fortunate 
[iccels of his loves. He a oreat while holds 
him doubtful, jeaſtingly relating him, how 
kinde and curteous the Lady was, till at 
laſt he diſcovers her to be Roſalia, courted 
and admir'd mutually by them but a few 
dayes before. He thews the Letter wherein 
he receiy'd the invitation , conformable to 
which he ſwore the effects of her civility 
Were. 

Its eaſier to fancy then to deſcribe, what 
conceirs this relation produc'd in 1rlando's 
minde. Irs to be beleey'd that rhe grief of 
his heart corroded his bowels, aſwel as it 
deſperately tore his heart in pzeces. Know- 
ing that the occafion of all this, was onely 


the miſcarriage of the Letter, curſing Bn 
that 
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that had been xhe cauſe of his torment. The 
certainty, which on the otherfide, his belo- 
ved enjoy d, was not an ordinary vexation, 
for one who exceſſively lov'd. He proteſted 
he was troubled with an inward grief of 
keart, that he might take himſelf off from 
the neceſſity of an affectionate congratulart. 
on, for the contentment of ſo good a friend. 
No leſs could faigning form effe&ts of joy, 
where the hcart was over whelm'd with the 
abundance of intollerable grief : His bed 
was all that night a hell, his ſoul being di- 
ſtra&ted in the confuſion of his turbulent 
choughts, ſhipwrack'd his quiet, even in the 
depths of diſpair, 

\ Thenext day he reſolves to ſend a Let- 
ter, the contents whereof were to ſignific 
the injuſtice of thoſe chaſtiſements which 
the cruelty of his beloved inflicted ; 'when 
he had never the leaſt way undeſery'd her 
good graces, Heiwas glad to make the 
ſincerity of his ſoul, appear in hope, that 
upon the knowledge of the truth, her affe- 
ctions would change. 'So' it hapned, be- 
cauſe that by the miſtaken counterſignes, 
Roſalia was aſſured :that therewas no tault 
in 1rlando deſerving her diſdain; ſhe foon 
changeth her hatred into love, priding of 
1tto Dave reacquur'd that happineſs which 


ſhe 
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ſhe thought ſhe had loſt by his diſcurteous 


rigour. This change was nothing difficult, 


-, 


beſides, being neceſſitated by the proper 
volubility of her ſex, ſhe took occafion 
not to be buryed, but onely aſleep towards 
him in affetion. To have loy'd Armand, 
as they ſay , for a divertiſement, which 
yet hindred not the inclination of her heart, 
to him who firſt was poſleſt of the Center. 


Whereupan ſhe thus writes. 
| { C UV and I being equally decei- 
ved, we can convert our re- 
proofs and complaints againſi none 
but Fortune. I perceiving my ſelf 
ſcorn d, was oblig'd to windicute my 
ſelf with rigour. Now being unae- 
ceiv d, I reſtore you to the place, e- 
wen to the throne of my afſe&iions, 
where your deſert rules and comands; 
I ſhall be ſo much the more affeSiis- 
nate in rewarding your faith, as I 
was rigid in caſbiering you ont of my 
breft ; Come therefore this night to 
my houſe, to reap the fruits of your 
Tx ſufferings, 
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ſufferings, and of my repentance, to 
your 


RoSALIA, 


He who carried this Letter, had withal 
order to give into Armando's hands a note, 
in which the ſame Lady had thus written. 


OR what bapned happily for 
you yeſterday you are oblig d to 
F ortune end not 10 love. Now being 
zo obey bim, I amoblig d to pleaſe 0- 
thers. Iforbid you therefore to pre- 
tend to me any more, retraGting all 
promiſes, whereon you might build 
your bopes : Remember no more whats 
paſt, and think no more of me for the 
future. 

1 am no more yours, 'Tis ſufficient 
to let you underſiand, that you may 
Ive content with what Fortune hath 
already given you, without ſeeking 
any longer what you cannot obtain. 
RoSALIA. 


Theſe 
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Theſe Characters chang'd the Scene both 
in the minde and countenance of the two 
Gentlemen, <Armando, who gloried to 
have ſurmounted ſuch a felicity,ſceing him- 
{cif ar once-caſt down from that hight 
whence he thought he could not have been 
remov'd, never thrown down, chang'd 


his mirth into an equal grief of heart and 
vexation ; 1rlaydo, on the other ſide, who 


'being- afflicted, tormented himſelf for ha- 


ving been roo ſeverely us'd from her, who 
had authority to condemn his heart by a 
mortal ſentence; ſecing himſelf invited to 
enjoyments, clears up with the ſplendor of 
ſo much contentment the heaven of his of- 
fuſcated minde, from the clouds of his 
Oricvous torments, A man might readin 
both their faces this change unexpe&- 
edly caſt about , not known by what acci- 
dent. 

Armazudo could not conceal his come 
plaints, which proceeded from a minde full 
of grict ; there came to light from his 
tongue, which Feeding With a friendly con. 
fidence, with along diſcourſe in diſpraiſe of 
the inconſtancy of women, he begins to 
publiſh the arms which had wounded him, 
till atlaſt he diſcoyers the wound which 
was the origimal of his gricf. He ſhews 

"= thoſe 
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thoſe Charraers the unhappy meſlengets 
f his infelicity, and the foundation of his 
orief. He vehemently exaggerates againſt 
the treacherics of women ; who faigning 
kigh exceſſes of love, at laſt diſcovered 
frauds and ſnares. Being at laſt carried a- 
way with the current of a grievous heart 
breaking, he flew into words, which came - 
from the predominancy of his paſſion , till 
at laſt he concluded, that he would go to 
her houſe and reprove her for her treache- 
ries, if by the juſtice of his complaints 
he could not obtain the turn of her affe- 
(tion. | 

Theſe laſt words|the fortunate Gentle- 
man particularly obſery'd ; whereupon,thar 
he might have no diſturbance in his enjoy- 
ment, he adviſed his beloved of his rivals 
intention, ordring her to expect his com- 

ing in Emilia's houſe. op 
Roſalia ar laſt relates to that friend of 
hers the entertainment ſhe had the night be- 
fore with Armando, adding ſingular enco- 
miums of his grateful behayiour, which in- 
vited even hearts of ſtone to love him. E- 
milia, whoſe memory repreſented to her 
the proofs of a rigorous ſeverity ih 1rlando, 
was quickly taken with ſuch like informari- 
ons: Her deſires approv'd thoſe eftets, 
(Qt ro 
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to felicitate themſelves with a moſt civil 
correſpondence, which ſuppoſing out of 
her former experience of the other, would 
ſurely be in Armando. The buds of ſuch 
a FI could not bur diſcloſe themſelves ig 
her words ; whereupon Roſalia making uſe 
of the occaſion, yeilded him for her thw- 
faQtion for that night. The terms of cere« 
mony wherewith ſhe refus'd that too cur- 
reous offer, could not ſtop the way of ex. 
ecuting the others thoughts, who faigning 
to (atisfie her guſt, ſerv'd alſo her own in- 
tcreſt, She brought her to the change a- 

ain of houſes , as where ſhe might enjoy 
E who was by her commands oblig'd 
ro com thither about two of the clock at 
night. She finally fits every thing in hope 
ro make way to the deſpight of 1rlando, by 
the favour of the other Gentleman, from 
whoſe civility ſhe pretended her heart-bur- 
ning loye would be aflwaged. 

With theſe imaginary comforts ſhe ſo- 
lac'd her grief, whilſt with the aſſurance of 
real contentment, the other confirm'd her 
minde with her defir'd conſolations. I1r- 
lando at laſt goes to her enjoyment ; CMr- 
»2ando, atleaſt as he thoughr, to contenti. 
on. Both were civilly admitted,not with- 
out the aſtoniſhment of the one, who 


thought 
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thought his admittance prohibited by dif- 
dain; ſeeing his way made plain by love; 
His heart leapt atthis incredible novelty, 
which before was ſunk with diſpair : Pan- 
cying a happy omen to himſelf, he thought 
ro reſolve thoſe words in thankſgivings, 
which like clouds thickned with fury , 
threatned to fulminate reproofs. The re- 
ception of Emilia forewarning him of a 
cheat renued the tumult of his thoughts 
which afterwards conſpired to torment 
him; when having enquir'd after Roſalza, 
ſhe anſwer'd him, That ſhe was there in her 
ſeed, the her (elf having made the change. 
Hence ſhe went to ſpeak of love, promi- 
ſing to act that perſon in all degrees of 
complacency which might ſatisfie a Lover: 
And thereupon with carrefles and other 
love tricks, ſhe began to weave thoſe de- 
lights, which alone captivate the ſenſe. 

Yet did his afte&tion ſpume away, even 
thoſe powerful motives of ſenſe, obſtinarely 
obliging him to continue his vaſſaladge tg 
the others beauty , who although ſhe was 
.ungrateful , yet the did not forbear to be a- 
doreable; nevertheleſs the bridle of conſi- 
deration impos'd rules to this diſorder,ſu.;- 
geſting as unreaſonable to deſpiſe the fa- 
vours of ſo kinde a Lady, in hope to aſpire 

Q. 2 to 
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to the others favours, who even loath'd 
him. So that with his genius, and with his 
conſent, he inclin'd to that part, which 


with reaſon predominated even to enjoy- 
ment. He was not infcriour to his friend in 


running through the liſts of delighr, whoſe 


bounds and carriere, were her fair breſts. 
Theſe two fortunate couple of Lovers will 
have no cauſe to envy one the other, both 
being equally in the road of contentment, 
if not of old of newer loves, and far more 
vehement affetions. Thus Emiliaand Ar- 
mando revoly'd the failes of their thoughts 
fitted to the wind, their hopes being already 
undeceiy'd to finde harbor whereto their 
deſires had at firſt ſteer d. The diſpute of 
Rivalſhip being thus taken away , the pra- 
Ciſc of theſe Lover wes free, between whom 
mutually there was a ſtrait knot of friend- 
ſhip. Yer the flight of this liberty a freſh 
tranſports the affeCtions to the ſhunn'd poſt 


of theirele&ion, 1rlando loves Emilia, and 


Roſalia Armando. The cauſe of this change 
was, either the uſual property, to finde that 
loathſome which we have long enjoy'd, or 
the ordinary condition of our deſires, which 
alwaies more ardently aſpires to the poſleſ(- 
ſion of that, which we may acquire by de- 
privins our (elves of the other. Others 

things 
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things ſeem alwaies better to us then our 
own ; foraſmuch, as being oblig'd by our 
being to be alwaies content its neceſſary, 
that not vallewing what we enjoy, we de- 
fire what we ſee another poſſeſs ; principal- 
ly in love, which the likeneſs of fre ſhews 
whoſe common condition is to aſpire to 
new objects. 

T his element the greater nouriſhment it 
receives,as it were to glut the pride of its ar- 
dors, raifing its flames ſo much the higher 
ſcems t> demonſtrate the voracity of its 
appetite, grcedy of making new prey. 

As novelties moſt delight, ſo the 
thoughts began to ſuggeſt hopes of more 
orateful felicities in theſe new Lovers. Ir- 
lands ro whom theſe deſires ſhut the fight 
to the beauties of Roſalia , conſidered in 
the other the exceſs of ſuch a good grace, 
that it engrav'd in his heart the adorable 
idol of his affeftions. The Lady alſo who 
ſaw that Emilia was had in greater eſteem 
of Armando, whom ſhe thought far inferior 
to her in deſert, reſoly'd preſently ſubjecti- 
on of loye to him, who could acknow- 
ledge it with the greater tribute of reve- 
rence. | 
This change of their own wills was con- 
ceited wich looks, carreſſes, and jeſts,which 

Q 3 being 
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being the effect of a friendly union, dege. 
nerate into affectionate accents. Emilia 
was ſatisfied with the behayiour of her Los. 
ver, and gave way to no thoughts which 
bore not the marks of her being conſecrated 
ro him, Even Armando alſo remembring 
the great kindeneſs, with which his Lady 
at firſt confirm'd the exceſs of love before 
ſhe revcal'd it, had oblig'd his heart to 
preſerve his affefions , that he could not 
mix them with thoſe which carried any 0» 


Ther image but that of Emilia. So that 


thoſe two loſt the field, being excluded 
from any correſpondency, who firſt of all 
entred loves Capital in triumph. To con- 
tinue it amongſt themſelves, it ſeem'd im- 
poſſible, for their luke. warmneſs was ſoon 
converted into coldneſs, and that into ice, 
{o that at laſt diſdain and loathings ſprung 
from corrupt diſpoſitions , cach of them 
thinking themſelves oblig'd to revenge the 


_ others infidelity, or at leaſt inconſtancy, 


which begot an exceeding hatred to para- 
lel the puniſhment with the crime. 

The aſſaults were revolv'd againſt the 
true Lovers | who in oppoſition to their dif. 
cord rendred the indiffolyeable union of 
their affetions the more ſtrongly fortified : 
mutually confcfſing their genius We 
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ted out of the center of themſelves, and 
lockt up within the circumference of their 
amorous wills,agreeing to caſt off the love 
of their two friends, although to their diſ- 
ouſt, With faign'd fictions they perſiwa- 
ded the more highly to fix theſe roots in 
their hearts,which us'd to breed affeRionate 
correſpondence, that jealoifie might not 
move the others to ſuſpend or proh. bit them 
this commerce, wherein theſe rivals equally 
found acqueſt of enjoyments. Familiarity 
ſometimes permitred a kiſs to be ſnatchr, 
whereof theſe Lovers took an uſurious in- 
rereſt, conſidering the penury of other plea- 
ſures. The occaſion of a jeſt oblig'd a 
carreſs, and thoſe endearments wirhour of. 
fending thoſe mindes with ſuſpitions, who 
thinking even that the others hearts were 
interchangeably knit, they doubted not 
\ that aſpiring to any other object, they 
would by their rivalſhip diſturb their con- 
tentment. | 

Roſalia ar laſt being importun'd by acci- 
dity, with the more pleaſure te terminatc 
theſe deceits, renders her friend jealous, 
with a faign'd jealoufie of her own. She 
ſeems to doubt that the Lovers being tir'd 
with their long poſſeſſion, were equally 
traytors of their oblig'd faith. She aid, 
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chat ſhe knew very well, that Armaxdo's 


minde was inclin'd towards her, as one the 
other ſide, ſhe perceiv'd her Lovers heart 
aſpire towards her. Being thus perſwaded 
ro diſcover the proof - this truth , they 
ſhould one evening fraudulently exchange 
the Gentlemen : and by this occaſion, the 
liberty of amorous demonſtrations would 
diſcoyer to whom their afte&tions moſt 
enclin'd. They promis'd one the other to 
revenge the the others offended faith with 
rigorous reproots;when the vayl of difſimy. 
Jation was taken off, and rhe ſtains of trea- 
chery appear d. The other being after this 
manner imbued with ſuſpitions,conſents to 
the experiment, to aflure her ſelf of this re- 
lation, of her pretended faithful friend, 
Thus Roſalia with Armando, and Irlan- 
do with Emilia were in poſture to compleat 
che web of their own contentments, brought 
about by this cheat, The two Ladies one 
evening invited their two Lovers to a pri- 
vatc treat every one at her own houſe, And 
afterwards by the ordinary change they be- 
fray'd the effects of their promiſe , where. 
upon the ſucceſs an{wer'd the deſign, The 
true Lovers beino diſturb'd at the change, 
Emilia and Armando, With figns bur lirtle 
orateful,foon ſtifled the others hopes. au 
: made 
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made it appear,that the contentment of the 
minde was not pleas'd to change its ſphere, 
thar it might not vary the motion of aftc- 
&ions. Ar laſt with all the art they could 
uſe, they could never ſtir that conſtancy, 
which being rendred invariable, knew no 
accident whereby it might overturn or 0- 
verthrow it ſelf ; So thart leaſt theſe remp- 
tations might be converted into fury, 4. 
o4inſt her or of diſdain againſt rhemſelves, 
they proteſted ir was onely*a miſtruſt of 
faith, expos'd to the ciment for that they 
doubted they wanted rhe triumphs of per- 
{everance. | 
The beauties of Roſalia bluſbt, finding 
that being proſtrate, they could not ebtain 
love : Beſides, theſe b'vthes vere acknow- 
ledg?d for fins, that her minde was woun- 
ded with remorſe, for a puniſhinent of her 
being {o changable , when another by the 
force of her beauty , and violenc of her 
carreſles could nor be perſwaded to be in- 
conſtant. Warn d of her error ſhe recol- 
leE&ts her thoughts and refixeth them on 1y. 
landoto preſerve the quiet of her minde, b 
the immutability of her will. She confide- 
r:d that the election made at another time 
onthe valeyy of his grateful qualities, con- 
firmed by kis not loving her, that ſhe was 
rather 
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rather inſatiable then voluble. Having ar 
laſt fixt her reſolution, ſhe reſolves never to 
be moy'd by the impulſe of unbridled de. 
fires. Irlando being aſſured of theſe 
thoughts, reſolves to keep her as the onely 
miror of his felicities, from whoſe looks 
alone he drew the image of his contents 
ment. He could not but glory in the poſ. 
ſeſſion of ſo fair a Lady, the life of whoſe 
glory drew breath from the air of the ſighs 
of thoſe who deſird her; correCting the + 
error of his corrupted guſt, for having not 
eſteem'd what others Idoliz'd ; he atreſh 
obligeth himſelf to her in an amorous con- 
junction, with oathes to maintain the knot 
undifſolveable. Thus both theſe two cou- 
ple of Friends and Lovers, happily hung 
the vows of their own affe&tions in the 
Temple of Faith, and erected an Altar to 
Love on the Pillar of Conſtaney. 
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NOVEL XII. 
The ARGUMENT. 


Epidoro a young Florentine, being deceived 
by a Masker whom he beleeved to be Leena 
a Lady of honour, is found in the embraces 
of her Chamber-maid, and for his own 
ſafety ts forc'd to marry her. 


hp, 


£ 2 O enjoy the delights of the Car- 


neval there reſided in Venice, Epido- 

ro 2 young Florentine of a very 

mean birth, but his fathers avarice had 
eain'd him a kinde of reputation, He by 
the death of his progenitors was gotten in- 
to an eſtate, which did not onely enlighten 
the ob(curity of his birth , but moy'd his 
deſires 
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deſires to the proſecution of thoſe pleaſures 
which arc often long'd for by great ones, 
So that in Yexice there was no publick 
feaſt, game, or recreation, whetero he did 
not come. Oneevcning his heart was ra- 
viſht by an imaginary, the dreſs and be- 
haviour of a Masker repreſented ſuch fan- 
cies to his imagination, that he confeſt 
himſelf the loyer of a face, before he. had 
ſeen it ; and the follies of his minde ended 
not there, ſo that having warily followed 
her as ſhe parted from the ball, he ſaw her 
g0 into the houſe of one of the prime Gen- 
tlemen of the City , ro whom amongſt o- 
ther things, which concurr'd to make him 
humanely happy, his wives beauty not a 
little contribured:Ir fell out in his thoughs, 
that the Masker muſt be Leena, for fo the 
Lady was call'd, which the more enflam'd 
him, and which the more invigorated his 
new defirez , he the nextxday knew Lee- 
724 with ſome of the ſame garments, where- 
- with he had ſeen the Masker adorn'd. The 
difficulty of rhe enterprize hightned his 
ſpirits which encouraged him to tempt all 
means ; neither was Fortune wanting in 
ſhewing her to him; when the ſame eyc- 
ning the Masker came to the Ball; he ha- 
ving been very officious , (ſeeing no ſmall 

correſpondence 
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correſpondence in her looks, the concourſe 
of the people not giving way to obſervatr- 
on; tells her ; Madam, Did not my 
tongue fear the crime of temerity, 1 durſt 
dicover the fire which is nouriſh'd in my 
boſome, and ſhould offer you the uſe of 
that love, which is the greater , the more 
hid it is. Did you know, anſwered the 
Masker, who was hid under this habit,your 
heart would repent what your tongue fo- 
ments. My heart, Madam, replies Epiaoro, 
bears no deſires, :but from the knowledge 
of the deſert which your ſingular beauty 
hath begot. To gain the name of lover, 
then ſays the Masker, you care not to have 
the repute of a Glaſter, Tell me, How can 
you form a judgement on the beauties of 
that face, which you never ſaw bur hid un- 
der a vizard. A man may,replies afreſh Epi- 
doro, make a judgment of the Suns ſpl en- 
cor although it be covered witha clond. 
But my eyes too much force myheart to 
{acriledge, by introducing therein the 
image of your beauty. Madam Leena, is 
it poſſible to hide the affection of a Lover 
who hath Ars his eyes, To ſay, I adore 
you, is the greateſt teſtimony thata mouth 
can utter, bur the leaſt reſentmenta heart 
can expreſs. Its you may felicitate me ; 
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oreat undertakings arenot without preat 
difficukies. Love who can ſnatch the thun. 
der, even from the hands of Fupiter him- 
ſelf, can make plain the very mountains of 
impoſſibility. He would have ſaid more 
had not the Masker, with ſome trouble, 
cut off his diſcourſe, by telling him, When 
you ſpake to me without knowing me, I 

ore with your ignorance, now knowing 
me with the greater preſumption of your 
boldneſs to tempt me, 1 cannot but blame 
your inſolence ; Did I not fear to prejudice 
mine own honor, by having been a ſubjeR 
to ſubminiſter ſuch thoughts, ſo inferiour 
to my condition, I would cauſe your pen- 
nance to be the leaſt ill you ſhould ſuffer for 
you temerity, But whilſt ſhe uttred theſe 
words, her hand and her eyes betray'd her 
tongue, and aſſured Epidoro, by all poſ- 
fible favours, that thoſe reſentments were 
endeavours of civility, and not effects of 
diſdain. Thus the Feaſtiyal ended, fo that 
Epidoro was forc'd to retire with all the di- 
fturbance which aſſault the youth and in- 
diſcretion of a Lover. Having expected 
the following ni. hr, which was the laſt of 
the Carneval, with all thoſe vowes which 
uſe to accompany the imparience of an a- 


. morous heart. Scarce did the ſtars begin 
to 
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ro glory of the light which they borrowed 
from the Sun, but he came to the accuſto- 
med Ball : Not far from thence he meets 
the well known Masker, although with all 
art ſhe had thought ro hide her elf from 
the curioſity of Epidoro. He taking her 
by the hand endeayours by theſe words to 
make her belecye his aftetion., Fair Leeps, 
you may by your change of habir decrive 
the eyes of other men, bur never my heart, 
which by united means, and diffus'd hear 
ro all my parts acknowledgeth, and adores 
you as a Divinity. I wiſh that with laſt 
nights garments , you may have depos'd 
ſome of your coyneſs, which rendred you 
ſo adverſe to my love : Know beſides, that 


cruelty is an improper attribute ro the Di- 


vinity of your beauty, and bcaury which 
is not communicable to all, oppoſcth ir 
ſelf direQty to the will of Heaven. Should 
Heaven replies the Masker, command me 
to love you, perhaps the laws of honeſty 
the danger of my life, and the inconſtancy 
of men would not be bridle ſutficient to the 
debility of my affe&ions. The beauty of 
your looks, anſwers Epidoro, is a record of 
Heaven; which admoniſheth you nor to be 
ayaritious of its fayours, when enriching 
you With beauty, it hath impoveriſh'd of 

praiſe 
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praiſe tire Faireft conceptions. Lets forbear 
hiperbolies, replys the Masker ; I as I 
know,1I am not tair, fo I could wiſh my ſelf 
ſo, that I might be rhe more gratetul to 
thoſe that love me : bur your craft,and my 
1mplicity have made me depolite my ſe- 
Crets inthe heart of a perion, who Jaugh- 
ing at my folly , perhaps meditates how to 
deceive the felicity of my thoughts. [1 
ought not to hazard my reputation to {0 
evident a danger. I have ſpoken too much, 
were my face difcoyerd, my blood ſhould 
bear witneſs by my grief and repentance;the 
bluſhing my heart hath ſent thether are the 
reproofs of my ſou}, which threaten the ſc- 
crity of thoſe chaſtiſements, the thought a- 
lone of which terrifies me. Saying (o, ſhe 
retires amongſt the Maskers, leaving Ept- 
doro in the hight of his thoughts, vanere a 
long while he would not have been remo- 
ved, it Love, who commonly 1s not wan- 
ting to the neceſfities of Lovers had nor re- 
lieved him : fo that having again taken the 
Masker by the hand, he ſo much entreated 
her, ſ6much promis'd, rhat atlaſt he gets 
leave to ſpeak with her the following night, 
which was the beginning of Lear, at a little 
window which lookt on an unfrequented 


ſtreet. With this hope he pleaſantly PEI: 
the 
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the reſt of the night, expeing the other 
with a thouſand imprecations againſt thc 
ſtars for ſtaying ſo long from celebrating 
the obſequies of the day. Scarce hari the 
light given place tothe dark, bur he comes 
£0 the appointed window ; although he 
thought he had anticipated the hour , he 
findes himfelf prevented , his beloved ex- 
pecting him, accuſing him m her felt for 
want of love , that he had not prevented. 
her. The complements which paſt amongſt 
them were many, and the amorous concerts 
num berleſs. Fhey diſcours'd of conftancy, 
fhdchty, and ſeverity with ſo great an infa- 
Liety, that the darkneſs feem'd weary to 
hear them, which cven for the nl in- 
vited the light. The day comming they 
part, with promiſe to meet every timgwhen 
Epidoro ſhould fee a cloth hang art rhe 
orate, Which ſuccceded twice or thrice a 
week; with (o great a contentment to Ep - 
aoro, that in reſpect of that, all other cn- 
tcrtainment ſeem'd but his anoyance : and 
then thinking thar feliciry full wirhout par- 
ticipating the reſt, he grew to that impu- 
dency, to truſt the mouth of many with 
the.ſecret of his loves; he brags'd that he 
polleſt Leexa's heart, who had made the 
patience and loye of a thouſand Lovers 


R | deipair, 


(2432) 


deſpair. He vaunted himſelf a pofleſſor of 
that fair one, who had oblig'd to adorati- 
on, even thoſe minds which were incapable 
of love, unleſs it were that of themſclves, 
This rumor paſt from the ears of one, who 
fill'd with incredulity and envy would ſpy 
Epidoro. He hearkens to him one night, 
when he had appointed to get the poſſefhon 
of the fruits of love, Having no patience 
to ſuffer the felicities of one, who was no 
waics his ſuperiour, by the favour of For- 
tune; Carried by envy, which conſpires al- 
waies againſt the ſatisfation of men , he 
vomits forth in a paper the effects of his 
madneſs, conveying it afterwards to Lee- 


#4's husbands hands. Opening the Note, 
he ſaw this written. 


CoRDEL1O, 

N OT to diſcover to you trea- 
chery, 1s to be a complice in the 

guilt ; I who by the exceſs of your 

favours, and by the obligations of 

my beart ant call'd to the proteGion 

of your honoxr,cannot filence it in the 


hands of diſhoneſty, The night 


when 
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when the infamy of your reputation 
35 to be praftiſed, bath not darkneſs 
to hide your ſhame by My 2 al 1- 
plores the teſtimony of your eyes, 
which confeſs Leena unchaſt, and 
wy ſelf a loyal friend; T remit to you 
the diſcovery of the truth. It trou- 
bles me to diſqueet the repoſe of your 
minde, with ſo unthought of an ad- 
viſe. But he deſerves praiſe onely, 
who diſcovering it , leaves you the 
means torhink on the remedy. 


Your faithful Friend. 


| This rais d an infinite many thoughts in 
the minde of Cordelio, and all cruel ; no» 
thing was in his heart but blood, ſlaugh- 
ters, and murthers; yet being perſwaded 
by the love he bore Leena, and like a wiſe 
man, knowing the fruits of malice, he con- 
- demn'd all other teſtimony, but thar of his 
own eyes. He faigns that he was haſtily 
call'd away by his buſineſs into the Coun- 
try, and parts not without Leena's tears, 
R 2 Who 
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who regreeted for every moment of his ab. 
ſence. Cordeliolay hid all the remainder 
of the day, and at night he goes to obſerve 
who it was that betray'd his honour. Lee- 
34 in the mean time had given her (elf in 
prey to a moſt ſweet ſleep, not without be. 
ing diſturb'd by her Nurles voice; who told 
her, that Coraelio was to return ina ſhort 
time to the embraces of Crniſſa her Cham- 
ber.maid, and thar ſhe her ſelf had told her 
ſo, that ſhe would not be her hinderance. 
Leena's minde ſoon gave credit thereto , 
knowing her husbands genius , and her 
ſervants little honeſty ; and the ſooner, ha- 
ving been before jealous, nor without ſome 
affliction, She quickly clothes her (elf, 
and would not be followed by the Nurſe, 
that with the more liberty ſhe might blame 
Cordelio's inconſtancy. She goes neer her 
ſervants Chamber ; and there ſhe meets her 
husband, who with naked ſivord in hand, 
came againſt her to kill her : He did it not, 
either that ſhe might firſt ſee her Lovers 
death , or the pitty of Heaven permitted 
not thar her innocency, although ſuſpeed | 
ouilty ſhould ſuffer : Leewa, though full of | 
diſdain, yet thought intreatics fitter then 
reproofs for hex own ſafety, Caſting her 
{clf at his feet, mixing her words with het | 
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tears,the thus beſpake him. Sir, If the diſho- 
neſt embraces of a fervant pleaſe you more 
then thoſe of your wife , I oppoſe not my 
ſelf agaiaft your pleaſure, I would offer my 
ſelf ro procure your pleaſures , would you 
but do me the honour bur to command it | 
me : bur when with the loſs of my own 

due, I ſee my (elf in danger of my life, 
I cannot but complain at the rigour of my 
deſtiny, which hath cauſed me ro be born 
unhappy. The unbeſeeming diſhoneſty of 
a wench can thendo more then the chaſt de- 
lights of a wife, who hath no other de- 
ſires but thoſe which are ſubje& ro your 
beck. Alas, how hath Cordel;o forgot bo 
felt « Alas, how hath Heaven, to torment 
me, chang d the temper of the man 2 Cor- 
delio interrupting her, telling her, The 
falleneſs of thy lips and tears, O thou im. 
pudent woman , would have introduc'd 
{ome per{waſton in my heart, had not theſe 
cyecs been witneſſes of thy diſhoneſty : 
Prepare therfore to dy, for 'tis unreaſonable 
that ſhe ſhould live, who hath prepared the 
funerals of my reputation. Bur firſt of all 
tell me, Where haſt thou hid that wic- 
ked wretch, who had the boldneſs to defile 
my bed. Leena being unable to ſuffer ſuch 
words as thoſe, which wounded the moft 
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ſenſible part of her ſoul. Sir, To excuſe 
your amorous thefts make not my honeſty 
ouilty with faign'd pretences ; tis unbeco- 
mins your prudence, and my love; I am 
yours, and I am chaſt; Malignity and En. 
vy can finde no colour to criminate my 
thoughts, ſo far are my adtions from 
wrongins your honour. TI appeal to your 
ſelf, whether the treacherous defire of en- 
joying a ſervant, or the diſpleaſure of ha- 
vin® been interrupted , have not now the 
poſſeſſion of your minde. Cordelio grew 
the more diſturb'd, and with violence askes 
her, of what maid, or of what love ſhe 
talk'd. Whereto Leena anſwer'd all what 
her Nurſe had told her, and having under- 
ſtood as much from her mouth alſo, he 
runs without delay to ſeek the Chamber. 
maid, and findes her in the wraſtlings of 
love, faſt claſp'd with Ep#doro : He was 
going to ſacrifice them to his fury, but his 
wives per{waſions diverted him. So that 
at laſt he was content, that Epzdoro ſhould 
marry Ciniſſa, who was a ſervant, rather 
by the injury of Fortune, then by the con- 
dition of her birth. Whereto Epidero 
without more to do conſents, the fear of 
death making him yield to any agreement. 


Cordelio then embraces Leena, exculing 
| himſelf 
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himſelf of whar he had done our of zeal to 
his own honor, having heard Zpzdors call'd 
with a whiſtle frem the grate, and feeing 
him afterwards introduc'd his houſe Leena's 
diſcretion was ſatisfied with theſe juſtifica- 
tions, glad to have eſcaped the danger , 
which was the greater being hid , which at 
the ſame time threatned both herlife and 
reputation, This may ſerve to warn huſ- 
bands not to run precipitouſly to ſuſpect 
their wives of unchaſtiry. And to teach 
wives not to alloy a treacherous liberty to 
their maids, And finally its an example to 
all thoſe who voluntarily ſeek to betray the 
honeſty of other mens wives. 


